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TO 



THE RIGHT HONORABLE: 



THB 



COUNTESS OF DERBY. 



MADAM, 



The following Sheets which 
I have the honor to infcribe to your Lady- 
fliip, were written by a Virtuous Woman 
of fafhion and an Amiable Wife. 

The Subjeft of all others is the moft 
Important, having for its purpofe the Pro- 
motion of Univerfal Happinefs in that 

Moral Union which is the Cement of So- 
A 3 ciety, 



VI DEDICATION. 

ciety and the pure Source of all Domeflic 
Felicity. 

There is, Madam, a powerful Reafon for 
your Ladyfhip's countenancing a Treatife 
on the Moral and Social Duties of a Wife, 
and that is, a Necelfity of enforcing the 
Efficacy of Precepts by illuftrious exam- 
ples, thereby infpiring the rifing Genera- 
tion of Women with a laudable Pride to 
emulate your Ladyfhip's Virtues, and to 
convince them that to be all which Mora- 
lity and Virtue teach, is to be a faithful 
Exemplification ©f the Countess of 
Derby. 

Let thofe. Madam, who proftrate im- 
moral trifles at the Shrine of Vanity, em- 
broider fiction; with Venal Panegyric in 
laboured prolixity. 

The Praife due to intrinfic Worth, re- 
ceives additional Luftre from the moft 
fimplc Brcvit. ; 

If your Ladyfhip's education and habits 
of Life were tainted with any of the fa- 

fiiionable 
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fhionable Vices which rMiciile the Moral 
Duties of a Virtuous Woma:n, I might be 
accufed of violating ^the ChaRity of 
Truth when I Tafy — the Gracefulnefs of 
your Perfon, the Elegance of your Man- 
ners, and that fefckiating Deportment 
which juftly procure you the Tribute of 
univerfal Admiration, are but the harmo- 
Tiious Emulations of your morie beauteous 
Mind; which is continually exercifed in 
ads of Benevolence and humane Cam- 

miferation. 

» .''■■' * 

Pardon, me, Madam,^ if in rendering the 
Homage I owe to your exalted Goodnefs, 
you difcover in me an Apibition to cele- 
brate my own Gratitude; an Ambition 
which I (hall never ceafe to cherifh, while 
I c^n remember the Comforts your Muni- 
ficence afforded me. 

The Eftimation of pecuniary Relief is 
heightened or diminifhed by the manner 
of conferring it. — The arrogant Hand of 
frigid Charity converts it into a gilded 
Portion of additional Mifery, which in 
gratifying the Appetite agonizes the Feel- 
ings 
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ings. But a Heart fufceptible of human 
Affli^ion as your Ladyfhip's^ adminifters 
a more gracious Antidote to Sorrow ; for 
while the Bounty of your Purfe affords 
Nutriment to the Body, the Sympathy 
which accompanies it, gives Confolation 
to the Mind. 

May God preferve your ineftimable 
Exiftence to a very remote Period; and 
may the faithful Hiftorian, in contem- 
plating the Purity of your Life, not omit 
to inform Pofterity, that the Earl op 
Derby, in Soliciting your Accept- 
ance of a Coronet, immortalized 
his Judgment of Female Excellence. 
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LETTER I; 

pf the Difpofition of a Wife, 

TX7HILE others are congratulating with 
you on your Happinefs, give me leave 
my deareft ***, to be ftudying the Means 
of its Continuance, I am indeed concerned 
in this : for as I. love you tenderly, I fhall 
have the greateft Pleafure in whatever makes 

B you 
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you "Hippy, and in the fame Degree I fhall 
feel with you any thing that may give you 
Pain. You are youngs Child, and perfiaps 
have little Knov^rledge concerning the Nature 
of that State u>ta which you, hay? entered, 

. I dare fay you will not doubt the Sincerity 
of my AfFedlion for you : A longer Experi- 
ence in the World has given me Opportuni- 
ties of remarking many Things that may 
not have fallen in the Way of your Obferva- 
tion. Accept then of the Fruits of that 
Experience, and remain convinced of the 
good Intent with which I offer it. While 
*you allow me this Juftice, you will pay a 
due regard to the Advice I fhall give 
you, and I am fure you will reap the 
Benefit. 

To convince you of my Sincerity, I fhall 
begin with great Plainnefs and Freedom. 
There is only one Path by which a piarried 
Woman can arrive at Happinefs, and this 

is 
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is by conforming herfelf to the Sentiments 
of her Hufband. In order to do this, you 
muflrfirft know of what Kind they are, and 
how they naturally agree with your own 
Temper and Difpofition ; for the more they 
do fo, the greater is your profpedt of Felicity, 
In order to this, I would have you ferioufly 
confider both you^felf and him: And as we 
are all apt to deceive ourfelves in Things 
which regard our own Perfons, and our moil 
near ^Concerns; give me leave to tell you 
what is my Opinion concerning both you 
and him; you may correft it from your own 
Examination. 

You are both too young to have Experi-^ 
ence; and, were there no other Reafon, 
believe me, my Dear, this is fufficient for 
your having recourfe to the Advice of your 
Friends : for no Underftanding will avail 
without it, Thofe who are your Inferiors 
in all refpefts befide, from this fingle Cir- 
cumftance of having feen more of the 

B z ' World, 
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World, will yet be able to inftru6lyou; and 
I intreat you ever to hear and regard their 
Admonitions, 

In regard to yourfelf, my Dear, I do nojt 
know that you have, at prefent, a Fault; 
but, without being very careful, you will 
foon acquire many. 

You have a Na^tural Goodnefs of DifpQ-# 
fition, and Tendernefs of Heart; you have 
a compe.tent Underftanding ; and your. 
Education has been the moft careful. Thefe 
are Foundations for a happy married Life^j 
becaufe they are the Qualifications which 
will give Pleafure to your Hufband, and 
will create in him an Efleem for you ; but 
they are only the Foundation, and it is not 
impoffible that a Strufture very different 

s. 

from that which they would naturally belong 
to, may be raifed upon them. Although 
you may have none of the Faults of your 
Sex, you are not without its l^oibles; nor 

perhaps. 
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perhaps, let me fpeak to you freely, my 
Dear> without its Follies. As you are 
agreeable in your Perfon, it is Natural you 
/hould be praifed, and you have Pleafure in 
it; but take heed, how you indulge this 
Pleafure. When a Woman is pleafed with 
Flattery, fhe is not difpleafed with the Flat- 
terer. She may proceed from this to ihew 
him Marks, though innocent, of her Fa- 
vour; and be afTured, that the Hulband, 
who fees a Man complimenting his Wife, 
and that he is a Favourite with her, will be 
uneafy. If he comes to an Explanation, 
there will be fome difquiet; for Sufpicion, 
however flight, on fo nice a Point, will touch 
you nearly. If he be filent, he will conti- 
nue to obfcrve, and the jealous Eye fees more 
than there is. 

Your Civilities, although Innocent, may 
be your ruin: Your Hufband will lofe his 
Peace; and, after that, yours will be of no 
long Continuance. 

B 3 Your 



( 6 5 

Your very Virtues, under your Inexperi- 
ence, will lead you into Error, unlefs you 
will liften to Cautions about the exerting 
them^ Your natural Compafiion will be 
foon difcovered in your Family ; nor will it 
be long kept within the Bounds of your 
own Walls. There are, in this Town, Peo- 
ple enough ready to prey upon the Unwary 
of this Stamp ; and, before you are fenfiblc 
of the Danger, you will have run into Ex- 
trerhes, which will make you uneafy if kept 
fecret, and your Hufband difatisfied when 
difclofed. 

That you will be in the Danger of this 
Temptation is certain; but the Security 
againli it is eafy. Afk his Advice before 
you do an Aft of Bounty, and you will enjoy 
it doubly. 

You are fond of Drefs : I don't fpeak this 
in Accufation; moft young Perfons are the 
fame: And the more Agreeable, the greater 

Pretence 
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Pretence they have for it. Your Tafte in 
this particular has been indulged to the Ex- 
tent in the Preparations for your Marriage; 
but do not look on thefe as the Standard of 
your future Appearance* 

Thefe are Times of Shew: Extravagance 
is a Cuftom on the Occafion. For the fu-p 
ture, let your Hufband fee what will become 
you before you difcover that you have Ooca- 
fion for it. I am certain he will not be 
remifs in this, and that will come with 
double Pleafure from him as a Prefent, 
which you would have obtained by Requeft. 
It is a dangerous Thing to confefs to you; 
but I was the Occafion that your Pin Money 
is fo trifling. You may be difpleafed with 
me at prefent for this; but you will love 
me for it hereafter. I have feen many fad 
EfFecfts of the Independence of Wives ; and 
I am fure I have provided for your Happi- 
neft not only in the obviating all thefe ; but 
B 4 in 



( 8 ) . 

in the giving to your Hufband fo mahjf 
Opportunities of obliging you. 

I have been very free in declaring m^ 
Sentiments concerning you, my Dear ; but it 
becomes my Friendfhip to you to be fo. If 
I loved you lefs tenderly, I fhould be more 
complaifant. I have Ihewn you v\rhat are the 
Tendencies to Miftakes in your Condudl- 
for at prefent they are no more than Ten- 
dencies, and you fee how they are to be 
avoided. I ihall fpcak my Sentiments w^ith 
the fame Candor and the fame Freedom of 
your Hufband: but, not to tire you, my 
Dear, that fhall be in another Letter; 

* * * 



LETTER 11. 

Of the DifpofiHon of a Hufband-. 

T Have been very free, my Dear ***, in 

giving you a Pi(5ture of yourfelf; and you 

have owned that it is a juft one. This af- 

furcs 
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fures me that you will regard my Cautions 
agaiaft giving way to thofe Errors to which 
your Difpofition is moft open. But it is of 
as much Importance to you to know your 
Hufband's real Charajfter as your own, and 
I fhall therefore declare my Thoughts on this 
as plainly. 

In the firft Place, I am glad that he is not 
vitiated by Travel : The Faults and the 
Foibles of our own Growth are lefs, and 
they are more eafily conquered than thofe 
which young Men import from other nations. 
If he have fome of the Errors which are the 
Produd oiF a Brittjh Education, he has, in 
return, all the Britijh Virtues. You know 
that Good-nature is the peculiar Character of 
our Nation : and indeed (for I ihall ufe no 
Flattery here) I do not know any Man in 
whom it is more eminent. His Perfon is 
what you have declared to me you liked ; let 
no Inconftancy of Mind alter your Thoughts 
on that Head; for your continuing to love 

him 
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iiim will not only be itfcif a Virtue, but the 
occafion of many others. You have often 
told me, that you thought him the com- 
pleateft Man, and the fineft Gentleman of 
his Age ; let no Flight of Fancy rob him of 
that Preference. A little Love added to his 
real Advantages, might well make you believ6 
fo. If ever you think, or but incline to 
think otherwife, remember you are in 
Danger of leiTening that AfFeftion which 
ought to increafe after your Marriage : And 
remember, that, without that Aifedion, 
there can be no Happinefs. Check the 
dangerous ^Thought in Time. Remember 
the Hours in which you doated on him ; . 
and let his great Efteem and Love for you 
(for he has fliewn both in Marrying you) 
not only revive, but improve and increafe 
that honeft Affedtion, that virtuous Parti- 
ality. — His Temper— if I may judge from 
the great deal I have feen of a Man whom 
I believe to be above Difguife, is fweet and 
indulgent; and his Underftanding of the 

highef 



liigher Clafs. Let not my feeming to think 

that he docs not appear in the higheft of 

all Lights on this Account^ make you e*er 

the lefs efteem him* The Man of but a 

common Underftanding, and he is much 

more than this, is greatly fuperior to the 

unexperienced of our Sex, and will always 

be able to advife them. Let him ftand in 

this regard with you, I would place him 

juft where he ought to be in your Efteem, 

becaufe much of his Happinefs, as well as 

yours — depends upon your judging rightly 

of him in this Particular. I would have you 

confider him much better qualified to judge 

of* Perfons and of Things than you are 5 but 

I would not have you receive his Opinions 

ias beyond Exception. In Trifles you will 

do well to think fo of them; nay, if you 

think otherwife, it will be prudent in you to 

obey them: But, when they concern Things 

of Confequence, I would have you mention 

the whole in Private to feme difcreet and 

faithful Friend, This my deareft * * *, is a 

point 
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point of the moft tender Nature for mt t6 
touch upon 5 but my true Regard for you 
ivou]d not permit me to be filent^ It is 
more Tender yet for you to regulate; but too 
much depends upon it, to fufFer me to leave 
it unnoticed, I have gone through it with 
a trembling, but a determined. Hand ; and^ 
when I review what I have Written> I do 
intreat you to pay the ftrifteft regard to it. 

In Sincerity, I look upon the Difpofition 
of your Hufband, to be like your own, rather 
open to Foibles than to Faults* At leaft 
in him they are no more; for, my Dear, 
what in Women are Crimes ; Cuftom, how- 
ever unjuftly, has made in Man but Follies, 
I do not approve of this Diftindion, nor will 
you ; but it is eftablifhed, and you muft ad: 
as if you approved it. 

When I mention thofe things which 
among Men are called Follies, I underftand 
the Love of Drinking to be one^ Of this 

your 



( 13 > 

your Hufband is not ftriftly to be accufed, 
for I believe he does not love Wine ; but his 
Good-nature leads lym into an Error very 
nearly approaching to it : He drinks becaufc 
others love it. It is the foolifti Faftiion of 
the Time : A Pride in pouring down large 
Dl^ughts of intoxicating Liquor is removed 
from the Reforts of the Mean and Vulgar, 
vvrhom it may be faid to become, to thofe of 
the Polite ; and, even in private Families, it 
is as frequent as at public Meetings. 

I have diftinguiflied between the Man 
who drinks from Choice, and him who docs 
not approve, but barely complies with it, to 
fhew you what is the true Character of your 
Hufband in this particular ; the one is a Sot, 
and never to be reclaimed ; the other, though 
he cannot be called off at once, or perhaps 
ever perfeftly from it; yet will be led to 
difguft it more and more, and finally perhaps 
to difregard it, 

' This 
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This is a Diftin(3tion that concerns you 
nearly. You may, by Gentlenefs, and by 
foft Perfuafion, prevent at leaft his ever 
coming to think it a Pleafure ; and there 
may be yet more in your Power. All, how- 
ever, that you can efFeft in it is of the 
greateft Importance, and this flight Advan- 
tage is worth all the Trouble you can beflow 



to gam It. 



There is a Secret of more ufe by far than 
Perfuafion in this Caufe. Make your own 
Company agreeable to him by every Art and 
every Indulgence, and you will Wean him 
from a Cuftom which he fees gives you Pain, 
and which robs him of fo much of you. But 
all this muft be the EfFedl of Good Humour. 
One reproach will deflroy all that you have 
been labouring for Months ; and throw him 
into the Fault too with new Extravagance. 
You may rejoice when he avoids a Party of 
this kind openly ; but it muft be by Accident 
only that he difcovers your Uneaiinefs. 

There. 
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There Is more, my Dear, in this than 
jappears. It is not only that Drinking is in 
itfelf a fault, although Cuftom has takea 
from it that Name among the Men; but 
it leads to many others • It is not only that 
it alienates the Mind, as _well as eftranges 
the Perfon, of your Hufband from you; 
but it may introduce the greateft of all 
Faults, a Falfehood to your Bed. Many 
Men have fallen into this when under the 
Influence of Wine, who would have ftarted 
at the Thought while their Reafon held it's 
Place: And it is not only in Women that 
the firft Folly of this kind leads to more. 

It is the Light of that falfe Colouring 
which Cuftom gives to Crimes, that even this 
Infidelity in Men is looked on as a trivial 
Offence; but fuch it is confidered, and 
there are few who will not promote it in a 
Mind that naturally abhors it. This is the 
Light in which Drinking, and thofe who 
encourage it, will appear in the worft Colours 

to 
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to you; but they cannot be fecn in worfe thain 
becomes them. I have painted out the 
Danger to alarm you, not to render you 
Sufpicious. You will fee the Neceffity and 
the Advantage of weaning your Hufband as 
much as you can from this Weaknefs : And 
as he has* no real propenfity to it, you will 
find that Tafk not over difficult. The Me- 
thod is obvious : They err indeed who at- 
tempt it by railing at the Fault; but fhe 
will find the Change wrought in fomc 
Degree daily, who finds the Method of 
making herfelf and her Houfe agreeable in a 
Degree fuperior to that to which thofe Scenes 
can pretend* 

The greateft of all Conquefts are thofe 
which are gained without Oppofition, at 
kaft without apparent Oppofition. Ufc the 
Means without feeming to regard the End, 
that will follow : And as I have already men- 
tioned to you in the Article of Cloaths, you 
will find it hold in all, that he will do^^ with 

an 
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an infinitely better Grace, and greater Good* 
will, thofe things which feem to himfelf his 
own A<ft, than what you vifibly obtain from 
him. Men have naturally great Obftinacy; 
the heft of them Jiave fome of it : They all 
have Pride too 5 ai^d the beft of them fojne 
tidies the moft of it/ They do not love to 
be forced, nor even to be perfuaded oijt qf 
their Cuftoms. They cannot bear to ht leji 
by a Woman to any Thing. They have ft 
fettled Opinion of us, as Ipferipr in Natural 
Authority and in Underftanding; and it will 
have an Appearance of Meannefs to theiii^ 
felves, to be guided by thofe whom they 
fliould direft; or to be governed by thofe 
whom they fhould command. Endeavour 
not to get the better of this Opinion : I 
believe it is juftly founded; but, if it was 
not, 'tis not your Bufinefs to reform the 
World; nor can it be your Intereft to hazard 
your own Happinefs upon a dangerous Ex- 
periment. To be free on this Subjedt; as 
the prefent Bufinefs was to point out the real 
C Charafter 
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Chariftcr ind Temper of your Hufband, 
which, in fome ParticiriarS, your Inexpe- 
rience might miftake, I muft mention to you 
that I think he has not the leaft Pride of any 
Man in the World, and Obftinacy always 
attends this in a proportionate Degree. I 
do not refleft' on him in this ; his Birth, hi* 
Rank, his Fortune, his Conneftions, all na- 
turally produce the one; and that is as natu- 
rally the Parent- of the other. But, my Dear 
***, he has Good-nature in a much greater 
Degree than any other Quality ; this would 
influence him to give into every Thing within 
the Bounds of Prudence, that you prefcribe, 
if it be without feeming to do fo : And 
more than this, he doats upon you with a 
-fmcere AflTedlion : This will give you a 
greater Power; it will give you indeed all 
' that' you ought to wifh, and will continue fo 
long as 'you do not abufe it : but the greater 
his Love, the lefs he will bear that. 

I have laid down with great Freedom, you 

fee, 
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fee, what I take to be your Failings, and 
what I take to be, not his Faults, but thofe 
Faults into which there is Danger of his 
falling. I have told you the Method to pre- 
vent the greatcft, and to draw him off from 
the lefler 5 and I. have been at fome Pains to 
lay down the Cautions that may prevent your 
running into Miftakes> even while you think 
you are doing right. The Manner of going 
about a Thing is more than the Ability to 
do- it. Under thefe Reftraints, you will 
find it eafy to efFea th^t, which if haftily 
and carelefsly attempted, even on a right 
Foundation, would have failed ; or worfe, 
would have produced Confequences jufl; 
contrary to the Defign% 

Almoft every Thing fails that is attempted 
rafhly and with Precipitation. Never com- 
plain of the Hours which ' he fpends from 
you ji for, being uneafy at that, he will leave 
you the fooner; and, expedting more of it 
at his Return, he will defer tha? Return the 
C 2 longer. 
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longer. Never Gbje<ft to his Company; for 

he wai then think his own Judgment quef- 

tioned, and that he can only fupport it by 

Oppofition. Thefe Things of themfelves 

weary and naufeate the Mind; nothing, 

except what is Innocent gives lafting Plea- 

fure. The firft Hours of a Scene of Drink 

and Revelry, are joyous; but the laft arc 

tedious and painful. If you receive him 

tenderly when he returns from one of thefe 

Parties, his realLove to you will make him 

feel it in the moft afFeSing Manner. He 

will compare the Pleafure of thofe Hours 

immediately after his return, with the Pain 

of thofe which he pajSed juft before it. He 

will not only refolve to rife fooner from the 

Party at the next Meeting ; but he will do 

fo. From leaving the Bottle at the firft Sign 

of Uneafinefs, he will, on your continuing 

the Pleafures of your Meeting, leave it before. 

Ht at firft learned to go away from Pain, he 

will now go from the Profpedl of it. This 

will be an EiFcft, a certain EiFeft, of the 

Difference 



Difference he finds between the naufeous 
Obfcenity and fatigued Spirits of his Com- 
panions, and your Tendernefs and Affcjftion : 
And what is this ?— 'Tis my Dear ***, what 
I told you would happen : The End is ef- 
fedked, while you Teemed not to have it in 
view. He is no* longer fond of Wine; he 
leaves the Glafs when the moft Sober do ; 
and this being his own Aft, not yours, will 
continue : and being at the fame Time, the 
EfFeft not of your Remonflranccs, but of 
his own Convidion, he will never return to 
the Error. 

V^ould you be more fure of this, the 
Means to preferve, are the fanie with thofe 
which obtained the Benefit. Let that con- 
ftant Attention, that accuflome^ Pleafure at 
his Return^ make knowu the real Joy you 
feel in it; and keep up his (enfe of your 
Worth, and of the unwprthinefs of his for-* 
mcr Pleafures : And, to add the finifhing 
Touch to the complete Vidlory, do not feem 
C 3 ' t9 



( " ) 

to know that you have won it. As you 
never let him difcover, during the Attempt 
to wean him from thefe falfe Pleafures, that 
you wjis attempting to draw him from them ; 
fo, now you have cffcded it, never let him 
difcover that you once thought him addided 
to them. 

I am, &;c« 
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LETTER IIL 

Concerning Vifitors of Ceremony. 

yj' O U tell me you are J)leafed with my 
Advice, and that you fee it is reafonable : 
You give me, my Dear *♦*, the greateft of 
Pleafure. I knew you had Undcrftanding to 
be convinced, and I know you have fo much 
Sincerity, that I may believe you are truly fo, 
when you fay it. I pretend to no A dvantage 
over you, but Experience. I tell you of 
Things which you would know yourfelf 
hereafter, but it might then be too late. 



( 23 ) 

Ufe my Obfcryatipn with your own Good- 
iicfs of Heart and Prudence, and you will be 
happy. If you regard me at alj, Child^ 
you muft do it fully: The greateft Events 
often depend upon the flighteft Incidents ; 
and there is many Times more in the Circum- 
ftances tjian the Adtion. Take heed, that 
you not only do wjiat I recommend to you ; 
but tjiat you do it in the Manner I recom- 
mend it. I believe you will : I take all your 
Affurances as moft fincere, and I fh^U ^o on 
with my ufual Freedom, 

I have laid down the principal Cautions ; 
I have painted out to you the general Rules 
for your Condudt ^ they are founded upon 
what is my Opinion of your own Temper 
and Difpofition, and on thofe of ypur Huf? 
band. Remember themi for they will there-r 
fore be of univerfal Ufe : they will dired: you 
in a greater or lefs Degree in every other 
Occurrence. I beg of you, as you value 
your own Happinefs, to keep th?|n always 

C 4 in 
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in your Mind ; and to refer every other Ad- 
vice that it is poffible for mc to give yoii, to 
thefe ; as alfo to examine every Thing you 
intend to do by them. What agrees with 
thefe will be always fo far rights and what 
dilagrees will be almoft univerfally wrong. 
Thefe are the great and general Cautions j 
the reft, though lefs important, are to be 
regarded, and, though particular, muft hava 
your Attention* It would be doubly un- 
happy to fail in the lefler Concerns, after 
you had been right in the greater ; but this 
would certainly be the Cafe, if thefe were 
treated with Negleft or CareleiTnefs* 

You will be vifited by Multitudes of Per- 
fons on this Occafion ; many whom you have 
never feen before, and fome whom you will 
never fee again. The greateft Part of thefe 
come as Spies upon your Condu<5t, and they 
have no other wi(h but to reprefent you to 
your Difadvantage. A Bride is an Objed: of 
the common Qbfervation ; Every Company 

is 
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is pleafed with hearing fomc Account of htfr ; 
and, as the World is always more fond &£ 
Satire than Praifc, thofe who mention you 
will be much pleafed with Opportunities of 
doing it to your Difcredit. A Bride is like 
a new made Minifter of State ; every trifling 
Part of her Coftduft or Converfation is exa- 
mined, and that I aiTure you not with the 
beft natured Eyes, 

I dare fay, although your Inexperience 
might not have given you Opportunities of 
knowing this ungenerous Turn of the gene- 
rality of our Sex, your own Prudence will 
dired you how to Aft, now that you are 
informed of it. You will know that People 
^yho come to you Strangers, and go away 
fuch, have no right to your Confidence. 
If you tell thenji your Opinion on the moil 
indifferent Subjedt, they will drain it to 
fome meaning, from which they will furmifc 
your future 'Conduft. You will know, that, 
l^efofe People who conie to ' find fiiult, the 
'' ■ - ^ ' [ left 
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kfs you fay, the lefs arc their Opportunitie* 
of doing it. Thefe Vifits are only of Fafhion, 
and Fafliion may be kept up at the Expcnce 
of a very few Words. 'Tis always polite to 
hear, and you have thence the beft of all 
excufes to avoid talking. A Yes, or a No, 
arc capable of very little Mifconftrudion ; 
and if that be ani Occafion on which this is 
poffible, 'tis always civil, as >yell as modeft, 
to decline giving a pofitive Opinion, 

I would have you treat all that pay you 
their Compliments on this Occafion with 
pcrfedl Refpedt; and all with the fame Degree 
of it. You have other Hours for the real 
Converfation of your Friends. To be par- 
ticular to them, is to negledt the reft of the 
Company ; and your Words will not be the 
lefs liable to Mifconftrudion, becaufe they 
arc not addrefled to thofe who will make 
that Ufe of them. 

A great part of this Ceremony will be over 
when the firft Vifits are paid, for the reft, 

^ti5. 
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his eafy, in this Town, for People to bo 
very civil, and yet pcrfedt Strangers 5 to vi- 
fit for Years, and yet never meet. Thofe' 
who compKmei^t you on this Occafion I 
would not have you think of entering into 
the Rank of your familiar Friends. Some 
may deferve it ; but it is difficult for you to 
know which. You are but young to diftiur 
guifh 5 and fhould you attempt it, the moft 
deceitful would probably be thofe whoni 
you particularifed for the beft. I am no 
Friend, believe me, to that idle Guftohi of 
vifiting People we never wifti to meet, and 
taking Opportunities to do it at Times when 
we know they cannot be at Home ; but, on 
this particular Occafion, it may, I thinkj^ 
be right. You wDl owe Vifits to thofe who 
have paid you the Compliment, and they 
will owe you returns to thofe Vifits: Some 
of them will be fo honefl as to confefs their 
Intentions in the firfl, by declining it. For 
the others, it is your Bufinefs to be very 
Jong between the Card, and the return of iti 

and 



( a8 ) 

and thus to (hake ofF that by Degrees, which 
yoa have no Inclination to continue, f^nd 
which you cannot fo well drop at once, 

I dp not nican that I would have you 
make a point of being ftrange to all thefe 
i^crfons, in particular,, for the reft of your 
Life: I Would only have you fet them on i 
Footing with the reft of the World of Stran- 
gers, among whom you niay occafionally 
make Acquaintances. In general they will 
chiftk fo^e little Ptc-cminence, as they arc 
known to your own,, or to your Hulband's 
Family; but this may be fo flightly, and the 
Piitindion is fo little, that Prudence will 
pliy no regard to it.' This is the Conduft 
that I fhould think advifeable, my Dear, to 
your Vifitors of Form, 

There is; much more to be faid with re^ 
gard to thofe who have fome Degree of In- 
tiniacy^ but this muft be the Subjeft of 
juiother Letter., 

X^ETTER, 



( «9 ) 
LETTER IV, 

Concerning intimate Acquaintance. 

A LTHOUGH it is long fince I was a 
Bride, I can remember, tny t)ear ***, 
many Things in whicii I adled very wrongly 
at that Time 5 and having feen the fame 
Miftakes in very many fince, I fuppofe them 
natural, and therefore, if not guarded again(V 
univerfal. I have no reafon to think you 
more likely to err, than others of your Sex ; 
but, as you are liable to it as well as 
others ; confider the Occafions and the 
Confequences. 

Be not in hafte to appear the Married 
Woman, nor think that a look of Care 
becomes you, or is the proper Mark of it. 
Care, my Dear, comes very near to forrow ! 
at leaft in the Marks by which, it fhews 
itfelf upon the Countenance. I would not 
have you be forry that you are married, nor 
would I have you look as if you repented of 

it : 
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it: 'Tis doing Injuftice to your liufband, 
and it is calling for Compaffion to yourfclf ; 
and, if you have the Spirit of a true Wo- 
man, you will know that there is no Infult 
fo great as Pity, 

Thus much regards yourfclf; tut your 
Acquaintance are not quite unconcerned in 
it. They will be watchful upon your Con- 
dudt, though they will not underftand Things 
too feverely; it is therefore prudent to beware 
even of thefe. 

It is but a little while ago you was a wild 
giddy Girl at School: It will be expedted 
that Marriage render you at leaft fomewhat 
foberer, and it is fit indeed it ihould do fo; 
but let it not have the Appearance of having 
made you more fo than it really has. What- 
ever are the EfFeds, let them appear ; make 
them neither greater nor lefs than they are, 
and fhew them without Difguife. Don*t 
let it appear that you think your bufinefs to 

be 
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be^Grave; but don't hide it, if you liappc»i 
to be fo : The AfFcftation will be the ex- 
treme, while the Reality will always be 
moderatCt 

Of all Things, my Dear, let your Conduft 
in this rcfpeft be equal. Thofe who arc 
familiar enough to fee you in the fame Hour 
'without your Hufband and with him, let 
them not be able to fay that his Prefencc 
throws the leaft reftraint upon you. This is 
too common an Error. I very well remem- 
ber that it was my own; but it is injurious 
to both your Reputations : It accufcs you 
of Diffimulation^ and him of want of Good 
Nature. Whatever is your Gaiety when he 
is abfent, do not give it up at his Entrance 
into the Company : He loves you for your 
Spirit, and he will be more pleafed with it 
than with any forced referve that fhall break 
in upon it. 

The fetting out right, even in Trifles is 
all; what you are at firft you will continue: 

And 



And it is not only your own Peace, which 
is the greatcft of all Concerns, but the Opi- 
nion of your Intimates, and that is no little 
Matter, will depend upon it. One way or 
other their Sentiments will be communicated 
to the World; and they will prefage but ill 
of her Prudence, as well as Happinefs, who 
fets out with Diffimulation. You will think 
this a Trifle J but it is not one in it*s Confe- 
quence* I have known many a Marriage 
prefage unhappily; and, from the Opinion 
that it would be, I have known it declared 
that it was fo; for the World is ready at 
Addition, from no more than fuch a Circum- 
ftance. It gives rife to an Opinion that the 
Tempers are unlike, and that muft be a 
fourcc of Difquiet. I do not fay what 
might be necelTary, my Dear, if you were 
married to an Old Man, or to one of a 
fevere or morofe Difpofition* ^ I am not talk- 
ing to all the World, but to you : You are 
married to a Young, a Good Natured, and 
a cheerful Perfon : He will like in you what 

he 
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he approves in himfelf ; and you wUl give 
him an Uncafinefs in afFedting to become 
rcfervcd. I would have you, for your own 
Sake, avoid the leafl Tinfture of Diffimu- 
lation: I know it is not naturally in your 
Temper; but you are young enough, to 
plant any thing there: And, believe me, 
the flighted ftep makes v^^ay in a ftrange 
Manner for the greateft. You will have 
more Satisfaction in your bwn M md from 
appearing always eXa(My what you are, and 
you will preferve by it aii Efleem from 
your Acquaintance, which will as furcly as 
their Sufpicions make it's way into the 
World. 

It will be natural fdr y6\ij belide acciden- 
tally iritrufting your more intimate Acquain- 
tance with your Sentiments, to do it pur- 
pofely J but, though it is natural, it is wrong. 
Avoid it, my Dear* The minuteft Things 
that concern a Huiband and his Wife, may 
be fwelled into Incidents of Confequence. 

D Little 
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trittie Things may make the; bcft Frictids 
Enemies,^ and then: the flighteft Hint wUl 
fei:vc as a Foundation for Volumes^ I do 
hot only guard you agajnft giving Breath to 
the leaft Sufpicion or Difguft with regard to 
your Huiband ; I would prcfcribe as ftrift a 
Silence in regard to the Circumftances of Joy; 
Yoii e^n only be tempted to this by the afking 
Advice 5 but few will be able^ aad yet fewer 
will be ingepupus- enoiigh: to give it. If 
you want Counfel in any Point which I 
have omitted to name in thefe Letters, come 
to me. You vvill h^Vo a double Advantage 
in this : You will be fure of honeft Counfel> 
and you will be fure that the Secret is not 
betrayed. I am not a Stranger to the thou- 
iand Anxieties which attend a Match where 
there is jeal Affection; I am not ignorant 
that even the Satisfadion may be too great to 
be concealed: There are very few who are 
fit, or v/ho arc worthy to be entrufted with 
cither. Your neareft Relations, and thofe 
pf moft Experience, are the moft proper; 

and 
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Atii Things i/^hich appear new to ^ou, are te 
them fo familiar, that they will give you 
quiet in a Moment. 

There is another Particular with regard to 
your moft intimate Acquaintance, concerning 
which! muft not be filentj fince I have 
Ctcn the Peace of many Families, othetwife 
beyond tht reach of Accidents, facfificed to 
k. If yott have among them one whic;h 
your Hufband treits with a particular regard!, 
or one who is more thah ordinarily attentive 
to him, find an Opportunity of dropping th^ 
Acquaintance on the fitft Difcovery ; fo will 
.^ou fave the Peace of yourielf, her, and 
your Hufband. Do not miftake me fo faf, 
my Dear, as to fuppofe I am thinking any 
thing Criminal would be the probable Confer 
quence of this Particularity; but it is enough 
to you that it is ppffible you might fnfpt^ 
at fome Time, and from fome Circumftance, 
that there was, or that there might be : This 
would immediately deftroy both your P^ce 
D 2 and 
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and his. If you had taken up the SufpicioA 
ever fo imprudently, you would find Occafions 
of keeping it alive as cffe/ftually, although 
as unfair; and whether you concealed, or 
whether you difclofed it, the Event would 
be the fame. If kept within your own 
Breaft, it would prey updn your Peace; if 
difclofedj it would provoke your Hufband^ 
If kept unknown to him, it would ftill give 
a Tindure of Diftruft with regard to all that 
he fhould fay that appeared affediohate; and 
he who truly loved you, and who had a 
right to be believed in faying that he did fo, 
could not bear that; fo that the mod prudent 
Condud would ftill leave it fatal. But if you 
fhould, from any idle Circumftance which 
your Jealbufy had wrefted into a Meaning 
that it did not deferve^ at any Time have 
plainly accufed him with it, you forfeit all 
his regard from that Moment. Men but 
very ill bear the being fufpcfted, even when 
they are guilty; when innocent it is intole- 
rable to them. They think there is a merit 

in 
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in Conftancy, and as the Wprld goes, it is (q 
rare a Virtue, thaj, in4ced, a Man may he 
allowed to take fome Pride in it; ^t leaft iris 
a Merit that you mull te fcnfible it will be 
ji pain to him to lofe updeieryc^lyt 

Men bear Sufpicion, let me tell you again, 
but very ill, even when they are guilty^ you 
may judge from this bow they will bear it 
when they are innocent, A prudent Wife, 
even if (he found her Hufband falfe to her, 
would fhut her Eyes tp the Difcpvcryi 
knowing tjiat to reproach h but to harden 
him* Surely then you wijl fee it as an A^ 
of the greateft Impropriety to be fufpicipu^ 
without caufe; and as thi§ will naturally 
happen fron^ an indulged Intimacy, fuc^ 
|s I have n^entipned, although an innocent 
one, you will be convinced no Caution can be 
too great, nor any Timetpo ^arly to take it up^ 

I have advife4 you to be very cautious of 
the firft Difpute, I muft perfift in my carn^f^ 

P 3 Admonition 
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Admonition to you to be as careful to avoid 
the firft Sttfpicion. By the Occafions 
which I have fuppofed the moft probable to 
produce them, though on bpth Sides inno- 
cently, you will fee that I look upon you 

both to be Perfbns who truly love one ano- 

r 
thcr. This is the Cement of all Happinefs 

in the Married State ^ therefore preferve it 

' againft all that are but poflible Attempts. 

Every one is proud of being thought a good 

Hufband, ^becaufe it is the greateft Gharadler 

cf a worthy Man. Aknoft every Man pof*- 

fefles it at firft ; and every reafonahle Man 

w^ill take pains to preferve it as long as he 

can. . It is Deff&ir, not Di%uft, that makes 

fo nuny afFcft to defpife it. No one gives 

it up until he can preferve it no longer ; and 

then, becaufe he cannot poflefs it, he calls 

•it by ill Names. When once the claim to 

Uils Title is given up, all the Good-natured 

Offices of the Hufband are thrown off with 

it jf and he no longer attempts, or even wiihes 

to pleafe. You fee, my Dear, how much 

depends 
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depends upon the keeping up-^ijs Charac^ 
ter i while he pofffeffes it, he will take fonie 
pains to defcrye itj when he* ha* loft thf 
Name pf it, h? will abandon die RcalitjL 

There is not lefs Danger, I fay, from the 
firft Sufpicion, than from the firft Dlifpute ; 
nor is the one to be lefs dreaded by her who: 
would lire happily with her Hufband, than^ 
the other« Every Man is as *fond of the 
Title of a faithful Hulband, as of that of a 
tehder and afi^dtionate one i and it is in this, 
as in the other, the difficulty of niaintaining; 
the Character that makea it fb of(en be 
thrown up, and fo affedtedly ridiculed ^ but 
1[his difficulty arifes from the condu<ft of th6 ' 
Wife, not of the Hufband j and thei^efore 
you fhould lopJc upon it as in your own 
Power to obviate and to prevent the Danger, 
\Vhile you efteem h^m Gonfta.nt, it 'Will bp^ 
of little concern to. him what the World 
fuppofes i but as fopn as you fufpcft that he 
i^^ €^therwife, he will be fo. It has been 
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faid of Women, that unjuft Sufpicions have 
rendered them bad, when they would other- 
wife have been innocent. I hope it is not fo. 
But with the Men you may be affured the 
Obfervation has weight. She who fufpefts 
that /he has a falfe Hufband, and owns that 
Sufpicion^ wilJ, in all human Probability, 
never have a true one. 

There is fome reilraint upon the Maa 
who enjoys the good Opinion of his Wife ; 
and, to preferve it, he will avoid not only 
real but apparent Qcqafions of giving her 
Sufpicions ; that is, he will avoid giving her 
the greateft of all Pains', and running the 
greatcft: of all Hazards of a Life of Wrangling* 
As foon as this is forfeited, he becomes care* 
lefs, and gives her Sufpicion not only when 
there is, but when there is not caufe. All 
he wifhed to preferve is loft, and in vain is 
it for him ever tq think he can recover it, 
I have known in the courfe of my Life, 
many a Huiband reclaimed by the Modera- 
tion 
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tion of a Wife; but I have known, too, very 
many rendered abandoned by her unguarded 
Violence of Temper, Many a one has re- 
linquiflied a real Intrigue, from his Wife's 
avoiding to difcover it. Many a one has 
thrown himfelf into a real one, by her Suf- 
picion of fuch as were only Imaginary'. 

I would fain fet before you. Child, the 
real State of what is called Inconftancy in 
Marriage, and Intrigue amongft Perfons of 
Charader ; for it is very different from what 
is reprefentcd by fome, and is imagined by 
others to be fo. And I am afraid that not 
only the Peace of many Families, but the 
Virtue of fome private Perfons is facrificed 
to the Error. People too readily fall into 
both th^ Sufpicion and the Practice of that 
which is reprefented to them as common ; 
at the fame Time that they would banilh the 
Imagination from theiy Minds, and much 
piore the Guilt from their Breafts, if they 
Tjverc fenfible that an ill Woman of any 
^ Hanl^ 
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Rank was» as fhe really is, a Monfter, Ma^ 
lice, my Dear, is more common in the 
World than that which it reprefcnts : Yon 
have been told of the Wife pf thi§ Man. 
and the Daughter of another: ; of this Beau-, 
ty, and that Coquette 5 of this Demure, 
and the other rattling Girl, having lofl; 
their Reputations with this Captain, or that 
Rak^« 'Tis indeed too true, that they have 
loft their Reputations^ and they have de-? 
ierved to loie them by their Imprudence jj 
and this perhaps is all they may have loft^ 
Their innocence, may have tieen prefcrvcd 
siotwithftanding all the confident Reports^ 
which tell you to the contrary. You fee 
how much they facrifice to their want of 
Pifcretion : nothing lefs than their Charac- 
ters: and let this be a warning to you to 
^ivoid Occafions, even the moft remote ones 
of Scandal. Whiercvcr Beauty is, there is 
Envy, and wherever there is Envy there will 
be Malice and Invention joined with it. 
You fee what a Precipice the Indulgence of 

• Nature. 
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Nature has fet ygu upon; watch therefore 
your Steps accordingly. She who is iano^ 
cent will indeed have the Peace of her owa 
Mind left, to comfort her; but flie will 
forfeit a great deal who wants Difcretion. 

I mention this only to fhew you what is 
the real Danger of giving Way to thofe 
Giddinefles of Temper that betray Women 
of Charafter to the Cenfures of the World: 
But as I told you, real Vice is lefs common^ 
and, among the Multitudes who are fufped- 
ed, fhe that truly deferves the Sufpicioiiy 
is perhaps one in ten Thoufand. 

The young Men before they think of Mar-^ 
rying fall into the Snares of thc^e artful 
Creatures whom you fee at every public 
Place, and they find reafon to repent their 
Folly. When they afterwards marry they 
fee thefe Creatures in the hateful Li^t in 
which they ought to be viewed, not as Ob- 
jeils of defire, but of difguft. The thought 
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of being out of the Way of their Allure-* 
meats is one of the great Motives they find 
to marry 5 and they will never, linlefs pro- 
voked and urged to it by the Sufpicions, hj 
the Difregard, or by the Infidelity of a 
Wife, return to them. 

As to the Women of Fafhion, or pf 
Charafter, tho' Sufpician may many ways 
reach them^, adual 111 will fcarce find any. 
It is impoifible that a Woman educated in 
die principles of Modefty and Virtue fhould 
give them up with Eafe : nay, even if flie no 
longer was kept fropi 111 by her reverence 
of Virtue, the fear of the Confequences of 
Vice muft deter her, Befide, if all tbefe 
Confiderations were of no Weight, where 
are the Opportunities? 'Tis eafy to imagine; 
. but it might be difficult enough to find 
them* You may be aflured, my Dear, that 
of the thoufand Reports you hear of this kind, 
hardly one is true; and that whenever 
fuch a Fall from Virtue happens, it is foon 

difcQvered ; 
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difcovered : All Eyes are watchful^ and 
Lovers are unwary. The Difcovery is pro- 
claimed, and you know the Confequences. 
If you will confider how fcldom this really 
happens, in proportion to the number of the 
Reports you hear of it, you will join with 
me in believing how little Credit ought to 
be paid to fuch Reports; and you will find 
how little Reafon you will have eycr to fuf- 
pe<3: your Hufband; and what Improbabili- 
ty there is that the Women of Virtue and 
Chara£ter with whom you are acquainted 
fliould give you that Occafion, 

You will thus be taught to do Juftice to 
your Hufband, and to them, in cafe of any 
the moft ftrong Appearances, fhould there 
be fuch, of Sufpicion :— But there is alfo a 
Juftice which you owe to yourfelf, which is 
to prevent the firft Approaches of this Sufpi- 
cion. I can believe that your Prudence 
would be a great Safeguard to you after this 
JExplan&tion ; but Love has many Eyes, and 

Fear 
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Fear ihtftt out Prudence. Although I liar^ 
told you how impoffible it is that any Perfbii 
of Virtue ihotikl give you caufe of juft Sufpi-. 
eion; yet/ when I recollcft yout fondneft 
for your HvtBbznd, I can fee thisit many 
Things may g^vc unjuft Caufc> and that will 
not ghrc you his pain; o^ be productive of 
Icfs fatai CowfequenCis/ Idid not tell you 
that you: would haVe^ ot that you could have 
caufe to ths]9ik meanly of aivy who vifit you ; 
but you may do if withibut cauie ; and as 
thisr would injitire then(i a^ A^eli as you, there 
is no* care too great to be taken in order to 
avoid it« 

It wiU very probably happen that fomeone 
of your Accjuaintance will be the particular 
Favorite of your Hufband; not the moft 
handfome of them> for that rarely happens, 
and will be lefs likely to happen in this cafe j 
becaufe, without Flattery, you willfet them 
in an indifferent Light in this Refpe6t. 
They are not always the beft Faces that are 

the 



tile Favorites with Mea who have' no 
Defign. There is an air of Freedom and 
good Humour which many have the Art to 
put on, that want the Charms of Perfon; 
and this always takes with the Men who 
mean no ill, beyond all other Allurements* 
I have known many a Party, among whom 
the Icatt agreeable has been the Favorite; 
and in all probability, if it ever happen that 
you are tempted tb be uncafy about the Civi- 
lities o£ your Hulband to any of your owa 
Intimates, 'twill turn on fuch a one as this. 
If this prove the Cafe, you will know, in the 
firft Obfervation, what it is that you arc, 
and what you are not, to fufpect i but you 
muft, if you value your own Repofe, my 
Dear, although you fear lefs, be not the lefs 
upon your Guard. It will be eafy for you to 
find fome Opportunity of dropping the Ac- 
quaintance at firft, and the eafier and lefs 
fufpeftedly, becaufe the Intent of your doing 
it will be fecret. By the Caution I have 
laid down, you will be the firft Perfon who 

ftiaU 
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fliall fee it. You will be alarmed not otily 
before your Hufband fees, but before your 
Rival is confcious that /he is preparing the 
Mifchief ; and he will neither regret the Inci- 
dent that breaks the Acquaintance, nor have 
the naoft remote guefs at the caufe* 

"Tis thus, my Dtaf ***, a good and 
prudent Wife will always ftudy to preferve the 
AfFeddon of her Hufband: 'Tis thus that (he 
will prevent the Occafions of eftranging it : 
She will obviate the Mifchiefs, that it would 
be in vain for her to labour to ren^edy, if 
they were once formed; and flie will prevent 
thofe Ills, which it would be out of her 
power to remedy. Faults are ftubborn 
Things ; but, remember. Tendencies to 
Faults, are eafily removed. Men are ob- 
ftinate when they are abfolutely engaged in 
any Courfe of 111, or but of a Wrong kind ; 
and they fuppofe it an Affront to their Un- 
derftandings to be perfuaded out of it by a 
Woman: But they are eafy while only in 

the 
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the Road to what is wrong ; and altho' no 
Power could drag them from the certain 
ruin> when engaged in it, and the Event 
of one Attempt to do it would be fatal to 
your Peace, yet by Prudence and Good 
Humour, they may with eafe be led out 
of the Road; and the very Intention, even 
if it Should not fucceed, will be the Occafion 
of no harm. 

I have written you a very long Letter^ 
my Dear, but 'tis on an important and an 
interefting Subjedl: And a$ I know your 
own Underftanding will be more powerful 
with you than my Influence, I diredt my 
thoughts to the fide of Reafon, not to that 
of Authority. I would willingly convince 
you, for then I know I fhaU fucceed: And 
by explaining to you, fo far as my Ex- 
perience has given me Opportunity, the 
Views and Motives of the feveral Perfpns 
with whom your Concern will be, I rather 
wifli to open your Eyes than to direft youj 

E and 
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and woald have nothing appear as my Ad- 
vice in this, that is not already your own. 

I have often obferved that the leaft agree- 
able Women engroffcd the greater part of 
the Men's Attention and Regard : They 
throw themfelves into the Way of it, whilft 
the Beauty is fuppofed out of Reach, and 
fhe indeed places herfelf fo, and lofes half 
her Conquefts by a Referve ; but thofe who 
have lefs right to be admired, have more 
^Ambition to it, and they cultivate the Oc- 
'cafibns which ^ offer, as much as others 
negleft them. If I did not know you 
better than t6 fuppofe you needed the 
Caution, I fhould warn you againft Cold- 
nefs and Indifference toward your Hufband : 
for this is the Fault that generally opens 
the Way to the Conqueft made by a lefs 
amiable Objeft: But I know you love him, 
and that you fee it as a Duty not only to 
do fo, but to profefs the doing it. Perfe- 
verc, my Dear, in that Refolution; 'tis both 

a Duty 
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a Duty and a Virtue, and it will bring you ' 
abundant ^leward. This alone, will fet you 
above all Qccafions of Jcaloufy; and fee 
that you are not Jealous without Occafion. 
Indeed you are in Perfon upon an Equality, 
I think, with any Woman; and this Con- 
du£l, which, if you were not, would place 
you fo, will, as you are, give you a certain 
Pre-eminence. Adieii, 

Your's moft afFedionately, 
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LETTER, V^ 

Of the Continuance ofAffeSiion. 

T Have begun my Advice to you, my Dear 
***, with the ceremonial Part of a be- 
ginning married Life, and with the Obliga- 
tions under which that will lay you, and the 
Dangers to which it will expofe you. This 
was the proper Part of your Condud to be 
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firft confidered, bccaufc it would firft offer 
itfelf to you in the ading: but thefe, al- 
though the moft immediate, are not the 
greateft Concerns. There are Duties that 
• have no Dependence upon Fafhidn, nor any 
Connexion with the Cuftoms of any par- 
ticular Time. Thefe I fhall fpeak of one by 
one, and go through with you all the Stages 
of tne Life on which you are entered, and 
point out to you all the Advantages that 
will attend a proper regard to them, and all 
the Danger that will arife from their negleft. 
Thefe things. Child, are unalterable, as 
the Differences between right and wrong, 
upon which they depend : And as no Time 
can alter, fo can no Station of Life acquit 
you from the Attention that is due to them: 
thefe are calculated for the Advantage of the 
Great and Little ; the Rich and Poor alike 
will Profit of them, or fuffer for their Ne- 
gled; and all the Difference of Degrees 
with Relation to them is, that as the Wife 
will beft fee the Importance of their Obfer- 

vation. 
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yation, they will not fail to obferve them, 
and be the moft fenfible of their Advan- 
tages. 

Among the Duties between the Hulband 
and the Wife, the firft is AfFeftion. The pre- 
ferving this is the rooft effential of all con- 
cerns; for this being the Band of all the 
Union, on this depends the Happinefs that 
fhall attend it; and that will not only be loft 
by the Negle(5t of it; but it will be more 
and more complete, in proportion as the 
Attention to this concern is more and more 
inviolable. 

I would not attempt fb rafh a Thing as to 
prefcribe Law to thpfe who have it not already. 
There is no one, you well know, holds in 
fo much contempt the general Opinion, that 
Perfons of good Tempers will love one ano- 
ther after they are married : tho' they were 
indiiferent before. Altho' I am now paft the 
Difturbances of that Paffion, I have a Re- 
E 3 membrance 
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mcmbrance of its Influence, fufficient to 
aflure me that it will never exift where it is 
not voluntary and natural. And it is for thi^ 
Reafon that I have differed with all our Fa- 
mily, and with all the Families, of Prudencq, 
as they call themfelves, in the World, about 
thofe Marriages which are made by Parents, 
and in which thofe who • are moft concerned 
have no Bufinefs but Compliance. 

I do afTure you that this Match of yours, 
advantageous to you, and honorable to us as 
it is, would have been very coolly looked 
upon by me, had it been propofed to us be- 
fore you heard of it ; but your Hufband is of 
worthier Principles. He expected your Heart 
as the principal Part of his Agreement, and 
you gave it freely. I do not wonder at you, 
for he deferved it. I know that he pofTeiTes 
it entirely ; and, for your own fake, as well 
ias for his, I hope, and I believe, he will 
always pofTefs it. I would not have ad- 
vifed you, my Dear, to begin to love your 

Hufband, 
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Hufband, or to try to love him ; but I do 
recommend it to you moft fervently, and 
moft earneftly to continue to do fo, and not 
to let this be a Work of Chance, but of 
Confideration. 

You tell me, in the fulnefs of your Heart, 
that although you always loved him tenderly, 
he is now much dearer to you than before 
you was Married. I doubt it not. Child : 
'tis natural it fhould be fo ; and he deferves 
it of you : Be careful, my Dear, that you 
continue to love him thus fo long as he de- 
ferves it. I have that Opinion of him, that 
in doing this, I dare fay you will love him 
thus for ever: But then let it be from Rea- 
fon; it is not to be expected to happen 
from Fancy only, or Accident. The Af- 
fedtion built on. this Foundation a Breath 
will blow away : The Whifper of fome 
Enemy may undermine it ; or the weak 
Sufpicion, falfe as it may be, of a bufy 
Friend, deflroy it. Truft not your Hap- 
E 4 pinefs 
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pincfs to fo flight a Security; it is of too 
much Value. Hear me, with Moderation 
and with Patience. Although j^our Hufband 
does deferve from you all that it i§ ppffible 
to think that Man can deferve from Woman, 
yet fome part at leaft of your prefent Tranf- 
port is to be attributed to Novelty. Take 
care that it is not too much. Diftinguifh 
what part of it is of that Origin; and be 
not too much given up to it. Things of 
little Value will charm us when they firft 
prefent themfelvcs; but all their Grace 
wears off upon Acquaintance. There are 
undoubtedly fome Allowances to be made 
for the Newnefs of your prefent Life, among 
the many that you owe to it's real Advanta- 
ges.- Diftinguifh thcfe, and treat them as 
they arc; as Flowers that charm the Senfes 
while they are frcfh, but that will quickly 
lofe their Perfume and their Colour. You 
are pleafed to have fliook off the Yoke, light 
as it was, of Subje<ftion to your Relations : 
You are charmed at being Miilrefs of a 

Family : 
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Family: And as you owe thefe Things to 
your Hufband, it is therefore natural to be . 
pleafed with him while you remember, and 
while you feel them; but, my Dear, you 
would have owed thefe to any other Hufband : 
And there is enough in him you have married 
that is particular, for you to efteem and 
to refpeft. Thf ow not therefore away your 
Attention upon Things that are common. 
You are pleafed to have a right to the Af- 
fedion of the Man whom you have chofen 
from all the World : This alfo you would 
have had, whofoever had been your Hufband. 
Do not therefore let this come into the Ar- 
ticles of the Account of your Happinefs : 
It is not worthy. But remember that you 
have a Right to the Heart of a Man of 
Virtue and of Honour, who does, and who, 
will always love you; and you will then 
place the Advantage where you ought for 
your own Happinefs to place it, not on the 
State, but on the Perfon ; not on the having 
a Hufband, but on the having this Hufband: 
^d this is worthy Triumph, 
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You wiih to preferve that Happinefs 
which you enjoy. I have told you, that as 
the Foundation of it is the AfFe<fl:ion of your 
Huiband, the preferving that Paffion will 
be the Means to perpetuate the Confequen- 
ces. To this your own AfFeftion unaltera- 
bly fix'd, and on all Occafions fhewn to 
.bim^ will be the greateft, and almoft the 
only Step. Without this nothing can pre-- 
ferve it: With it there is fcarce any thing 
can fhake it. 

I know this is your Intent, and it will 
be the Natural Fruit of your Inclination; 
but let it alfo be the Fruit of your Judg- 
ment. It is an unforced, an unbiased Af- 
feftion that you have to him, therefore it is 
natural, and there can be no great Difficul- 
ty in the continuing it. You have engaged 
yourfelf by the moft folemn Ties, that it; 
.fhall bs continued, and thence aUb it be- 
comes a Duty. You have the Voice of 
Prudence to authorife it, you have the 

Command 
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Command of God to enforce it, I produce 
not all thefe forms of Obfervation becaufe 
I fear that even the leaft of them alone would 
be infufficient at this Time to bind you : for 
you now are given up totally to your Af- 
feftion : But remember there will come a 
Time, when that which now charms for it's 
Novelty will be familiar: When there may 
be Accidents to fliakc it, that now do not 
offer; and that it will then be a Time when 
it is lefs able to refift them, Eftabliih it, 
my Dear, as it ought to be, now, and it 
will not be then overthrbWn. Remember 
that the Love which Marriage authorifes, 
and which it fhould infpire, is no Flight 
of idle Fancy, wild, irregular, and uncer- 
tain: It muft be firm, perfeft, and invio- 
lable : It muft be the Fruit of Confiderati- 
on, as well as of Imagination ; and it 
muft be known as a Virtue as well as 
a Compliance. Convince yourfelf at this 
Time, my Dear, how clofely and how 
firmly you are united. That you have 

made 
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made yourfelves Poffeflbrs of one For-i 
tune, and that you ought to have but onr 
Inclination, and one Heart. Remember 
that it is not a cold Efteem alone that your 
Huiband has a Right to expeft from you : 
that he might have claimed, and that he 
might have enjoyed as a Friend or an Ac^ 
quaintance : He 'has given you himfelf, his 
Fortune and his Love, and what is it that 
he aiks you in return ? Yours. He requires 
no more of you, and that neither Gratitude 
nor Reafon can with-hold from him. The 
Price he has paid is great; and he muft have 
what he has purchafed. The Manner in 
which he folicits it, were there no other 
Motive, deferves to fucceed, and he muft 
not be difappointed. 

It is your Loye that he expects, and he 
merits it. You tell me that he has it : Let 
him never doubt of this. It was your Duty, 
before you married, to be referved; but that 
Referve, which was then a Virtue, would 

be 
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be now a Fault. There is a Merit in 
a well placed AfFedlion, and there is 
Praife in that Opennefs of Mind which 
owns it. All that endearing Tendernefs 
that your Heart feels toward him, let your 
Tongue be ready to exprefs. He is gene- 
rous, he is grateful, and he loves you: You 
know what Tranfport fuch a Man muft feel 
from fuch Acknowledgments; but you may 
be affured from me, that it will bind him to 
you for ever. 

There is no Advice that I can give you, 
my Dear ***, but muft be underftood with- 
in it's proper Regulations. All you can be- 
ftpw upon him of this gentle, this elegant 
AfFedlion, is not too much ; but it muft be 
only to his own Ear that you deliver it. 
While your Heart burns for him at every 
Moment, while you idolize him, while you 
doat upon him, preferve the Modefty of 
your Sex in Public ; and let no one, no not 
your moft intimate Acquaintance be in the 

Secret 
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Secret of your Heart, otherwife than by youf 
general Declarations. As nothing is fa 
honourable to a Wife, as Fondnefs of her 
HuAand when alone, nothing is fo unbe- 
coming when there are Witneflcs to it : 'Tis 
an Offence againft the Company, and may 
be fufpedted by your Huiband, for you may 
have defigns in it, and do it to obtain a Cha-> 
rafter, which to you may feem, altho' it*s 
not fo in reality, an amiable One* There ie 
nothing which ought to fet a Woman fo low 
with her Hufband as this proftituted Fond-* 
nefs; and there is nothing that wUl fet her fo 
low in the Eye of the World. That which 
is thus oftentatious, may be affedtedj that 
which is fecret mufl: be real. 

You are happy in having a Huiband not 
defficient in Underftanding. This is one of 
thofe Incidents in which you will have Proof 
of it. There are Men of that weak Turn, 
that they expedt this avowed Tcndcrnefs of 
a Wife, and have a Pride in fhewing others 
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that a Woman of Virtue has a Fondncfs for 
them: But this is not your Cafe. He who 
is, and who I hope, and perfuade myfelf will 
be, always happy with you, thinks with 
greater Juftice and Propriety. He knows 
this is a Circumftance which concerns himfelf 
alone, and he will wiih to pofTefs the Seofe 
of it to himfelf. 

'Tis happy that nothing is required of you, 
in order to pleafe him, but what yourfelf 
would chufe to do ; but it is thus in all 
Things where people of Senfeand Virtue have 
to deal with one another* 

I have entered at large into the Reafon of 
this important Admonition, becaufe you wifli 
to be convinced, I know not barely 
to be told what is right; and, being 
convinced, I know that you will be un- 
ihakeii in your Obfervance, In Public 
then be complaifant, but be indifferent to 
your Hufband ; In Company be civil, but 

not 
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not free. This will not only obtain yoXL 
Rcfpcft froiki him> as well as from all that 
fee you ; but it will give a double Force to 
thoie Endearments which you are ready, 
which you are eager to bcftow, when yovi 
are alone together. You are to know. Child, 
that Love, however the Notion may be ex- 
ploded among the Weak and the unhappy Peo- 
ple of the prefent Time, is yet the true, the 
lafting, and the only Source of Happinefs to 
the married/ 'Tis faid that it will create 
Love in the Perfon to whom it is directed, 
even if he had nothing of it before ; but this 
1 doubt. I have my particular Thoughts 
concerning that Paflion. But however this 
maybe, it concerns not you. You do not 
want to create, but to preferve AiFedlion } 
and you will eafily know that which could 
do the one will do the other. 
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LETTER VL 

0;^ Weakneffes of temper. 

A LTHOUGH I have recommended it to 
you, my Dear ***, to have the firft 
and greateft Care upon the Subject of that 
Affedtion which firft united you and your wor- 
thy Huiband; I do not mean that this Confider- 
ationfhouldfwailow up all others. Though 
I have mentioned it to you as a firft Care, 
I do not mean to place it as the only Objeft 
of your Attention. 

This is indeed the Principal ; but there arc 
a thoufand others, and thofe not lefs certain 
in their EiFefts, although thofe EfFefts are 
of lefs immediate Importance. Take care 
in all Things; the Object of your concern 
deferves that Care, and will repay it: But- 
thefe in particular have this further Claim 
to your Notice, that without them the other 
cannot fubfift. You will afk what are they? 
F There 
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There are trnny, and you ihall know them 
all. I only awakb your Attention firfb that 
you may not pafs them ovjer with a careleis 
Eye, or think them Trifles. 

J have always fpoken of your Hulband as 
a man of an e:itcellent Temper; but I do not 
mean by this that he is perfe<ft. No Man is 
Co. All Tempers^ and all PifpojBticns have 
their Weaknefles^ nor is he without hi^ 
perhaps I have not difcovered what it is; 
||:rhaps there are feyeral^ and I have ften 
bnt one of them. You know him better* 
You will have Opportunities of fludying 
him more. Do it; for it is of Importance. 

Obfcrve from Time to Time what arc thf 
faults of your own Temper^ and^ while 
you are upon your Guard to correal thefe, 
fee whether he alfo have the fame. Regard 
the Faults of other Pcrfons' Tempers who are 
of his Age and Rank, confider which of 
them arc his* When you have difcovered 

this, 
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fhis^ do not look upon him the worfe for it. 
I tell y.ou^ you yourfelf^ and I^ and all 
Peopk, are fubje<£b to thenK I do not bid 
you enquire into them to leffen your efteem ^ 
but to guard your Peace. 

There is one general Foible in all People 
of your Age and his. I think you areas 
little Subjed: to it as any Body that I know ; 
and I ^un not upon my Knowledge, able to 
fay that he has much of it ; but yet it is uni- 
verfal : it is a Difpofition eafify lufHed and di£^ 
concerted. According to the Degree in 
which People poffefs this Wcaknefs, they 
have the Title of being Paffionate, or of 
being Peevifhi Both thefe are Characters 
which I hope neither of you do, or eyer 
will, poffefs; for they are very faulty. But 
fomething approaching toward thefe ; fome- 
thing on the Foundation of which thefe 
Extremes are built, is natural to all young 
People, and is the unavoidable Fruit of In- 
experience. If you find any Thiirtg approach- 
F 2 mg 
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ing toward this in yourfelf, corre<ft and get 
the better of it in Time; for there is no- 
thing that will fo certainly eftrange and 
alienate the AiFedtion of your Hufband from 
'you. His Temper is not at all of lefs Con- 
fequence to you than your own, and you 
muft ftudy it as carefully. If you fee any 
Tendency to this in him, be careful on every 
.^^Occafion to attempt the weaning him from 
it. And do this not by Advice (for Men do 
not willingly receive that from Women) but 
by Example. Let him fee, whenever you 
are tempted to be hafty, that you get the 
better of it, that it may not give him uneafi- 
nefs ; let him fee how you do it j and on this 
Occafion, though I do not think it advifeable 
for you to be too free in praiiing yourfelf ; 
yet, on this Occafion, I would advifc you to 
do it. He will fee your Conduit is truly 
amiable; and that it is not dnlyeafy, but 
agreeable to follow the Example. 

I do not prefcribe this as regarding your 
Conduct toward one another; for I ihould 
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be very much concerned to hear that you had 
ever gone fo far as to need an Apology, or 
even to need the Caution I have mentioned 
with regard to what has paffed between 
yourfelves; but let your Family, your 
Friends, and your Acquaintance afford the 
Opportunities. Advice, even in this cautions 
Garb of Example, when it concerns youat- 
fclves, is brought too home : And, while 
you may be in the Right in propofing your' 
own Condudt as a Pattern, there is fome 
Degree of Superiority aflumed, and fomcf 
Degree of Reproach conveyed in the Exam- 
ple. Let him fee your affable and prudent 
Behaviour toward others in Things which 
might have given Offence, or which 
might have occafioned Difgufl, and he will 
honour and efleem you for it. He will 
know, by this, how very cautious you will 
be of taking Offence at any tiling that might 
be made a Ground of it in him; and he will 
fee the Conduft in fo amiable a light, that he 
will in fecret refolve to imitate it. This is 
F 3 ' all 
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all you have to wiih r-rExpefk him not t<f 
make Profeilions; it is beneath him to do fo: 
and thofe who do it, break them. 

Here, my Deareft *♦*, is before you the 
plain, the palpable, and the certain Way to 
prevent the leaft approiach to Diflatisfaiftions 
between you; and 'tis impoflible that you 
(hould know how much depends upon your 
carefully purfuing it. Dread, as the fcverQ|k 
Mifchief, the firft Uneafinefs that may hap- 
pen between you and your Hufband; for it 
is fuch. No matter how little it be; 'tis 
fomething: And Things, when they have 
once got footing, eafily increafe. There is 
ft Pride in never having difagreed ; preferve 
and fupport it. 'Twill be of all Guards the 
grcatell againft falling into the Error. 

you ^ho have no Vices (for I am furc 
yciJ have none, nor do I think that he has 
ftny) can find no other way of difpleafing one 
another than by fome Uttl? BiiFerence of this 

kin4t 
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kind* Pride is the Root of all this ; get the 
better of that firfl : And dread, as well as 
hate Obftinacy of Opinion in jrourfelf, aa 
much as you would dread it in him. Rc^ 
member that in Trifles it matters not which 
is right, which wrong, if your Opinions 
differ; and it i$ only in Trifles that they 
can diflfer. Remember that it is worth 
while to give up a thoufand of thefe Miftakes 
(for you may be furc your Opinion* will 
generally be Miftakes when you diflfer from 
your Huflband) rather than to run the leaft 
rifque of giving him Offence. By this cau- 
tious Condu<ft you will make him cautious ; 
he will love you for the Care you ihew to 
pleafe him, and he \yill return it in an equal 
Care to* give you Pleafure. Suppofe that 
you were in the Right ; not that it is Ukejy, 
but fupjpofe it was fo, it will never be plea- 
(mg to him that you make him own jit ; and 
what is the Triuniph, in proportion to the 
Satisfaction I Is it not better to be in the 
wrong, and to have him not difpleafed about it? 
F 4 Tlicfe, 



( 72 ) 

Thefe, Child, are the Rules by which 
you will avoid the xpaking the leaft Ap- 
proaches toward a Difagreement; and by 
which you will improye his Condufjt as well 
as your own, and obviate all the probable 
Means that might lead tQ the leaft Appear- 
ance of it on his Part, But though you 
will, by this, obviate all the probable, you 
will, neither by this, nor by any other Me- 
thod, prevent all the poflible Occafions of 
fuch Approaches toward it as may alarni you, 
Pp not fuppofe by thisi, i^y Dear, that I 
refledt upon the Temper of your H^iband^^ 
as pot fq good as your own. I proteft tq 
you, that in this, as in all other Cautions, 
which regard Offence on hi§ fide, I fpeak 
of Mankind in general when I mention him, 
you have no concerns, that are not alfo bis; 
jior are there any Subjefts of your Converfa- 
Jion in which he is not included. But 'tis 
pot fp on the other Part : He has a thoufand 
Things to regard, with which you have 
Jittle or no Cpncern ^ and thefe, upknown to 

r^3 
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you, may difturb and ruffle his Temper. 
Accidents in his Affairs, or a thpufand otlicr 
Occurences, which his very Love for you 
will make him keep from your Knowledge, 
may diforder him ; and when his Mind is 
difcpmpofed by thefe, or when-^ much em- 
ployed upon them, his Inattention, or his 
difregard to what is faid on fome trifling 
Occafion, may amount even to Peeyifhnefs. 

Here, my Dear ***, js a new Scene in 
which you are to a£t ; and it will require all 
the Addrefs and all the Compofure which arc 
within the command of your Temper^ and 
of your Underftanding. I have hitherto 
mentioned thefe little Differences and Diffa- 
tisfadions as what you were to forefce; and 
being acquainted with what are their general 
Occafion s, to prevent. Ypu now fee them 
in t:he light of prefent and begun 5 no matter 
how very little they are, no matter ho\y tri- 
vial the Beginning. Any Diftafte, any Be- 
ginning is too much, and according to your 

QWI) 
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own Managonent, for now it lies vfhoYiy 
with you, will become t Thing of the 
greateft Importance, or it will ihrink to no^ 
thing* He who is pettifh at a Trifle, becaufe 
his Mind is difcompofed:^ will, for the fame 
Rcaion, be exceptious at the leaft Notice of 
it. He is uneafy, and therefore he feels 
what is not^ will he not therefore be alarms 
ed at any Thing that is ? 

When you find your Hufband, my Dear, 
at any Time difcompofed, attributseit not to 
yourfelf, or your own ConduQ ; for I know 
diat will never be the Occafion> fince it will 
not give him any : Underfland it as the Efie6t 
of fome crofs Accident, which bis AflFeftion, 
that he may not give you Pain^ keeps from 
your Knowledge. Thus will your own pon- 
fcious Innocence give him no rooni for Suf- 
picion. If it be poffible, let him not fee 
that you difcover this : But remember what 
it is, and what is the Occafion, and you will 
think how much y4i>u owe to hini who will 
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2iot make you Partner ia hi$. Uneafinelles^ 
and in what Manner you ought fo behave 
^o himwhofe Pifquiet carries fuch claim to 
your Concern, 

If in geiieral ypu fee hka only deep ia 
Thou^t, underftand this as the Occafion : 
And if at any Time a peevifh Word dtop 
from him^ aiTure yourfelf this is it's Origin* 
Piiquire not why he fpeaks ib ; do not feem 
to know that he does; but in yoiir pwn 
Behaviour do every Thing to footh and to 
compofe his Temper. I have convinced 
you that he deferves this from you^ and it 
will fucceed. He will fee your Tendernefs 
and Aflfedlion a Balra for every Wound of 
adverfe Fortune ; your Love a Compenfatiqn 
for every unlucky Incident that may occur 
|o him. 

|t is a Cuftom^ by much top general with 
Wives, when the Man they Jove, or butt 
pl^etend $o love, appears uncafy, to fpeak of 

if, 
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it, to prefs to know the Reafon, and to folicit 
every Article of an Explanation;^ but how- 
ever univerfal this, it's wrong : Nothing can 
be more fo. If the caufe of his Silence 
proceeds from the generous Principle I' have 
told you, he will be made more uneafy by 
the Solicitation, and 'tis a Pain that oiight 
not to be given him : If other wife, he has 
his Reafons for his Silence 5 or be it but his 
Fancy, 'tis no Crime- He has a right to 
what Conduft pleafes him, and it will make 
him Peevifh to oppofe it. The fame Cau- 
tions, and from the fame Reafons, pkad 
againft the urging an Explanation of any 
pettifli Word that may by chance efcape 
bim. Do riot deceive yourfelf fo far, my 
Dear, as to fuppofe it is always Affedion 
which dictates this idle and ungrateful Im- 
portunity : Even if it were from AfFefl:ion, 
'tis an ill Fruit of it ; but, in general, 'tis 
merely Curiofity. This is too prevalent in 
us all by Nature ; but 'tis a foufce of univer- 
fal Evil. Be^yare of it in every Thing, .my 

Dear^j 
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Dear, but in nothing more attentively tjbaa 
in this. 

The Writers on Morality have (aid, in 
their Cautions againft this Source of Difquiet 
in the Married Life, that the Hufband and 
Wife fhould never be both angry together; 
that when one is out of Temper, the other 
fhould be filent. But this is talking in the ge- 
neral : 'Tis right, 'tis wife, and it was per- 
haps as much as a Reclufe lockt up in his 
Study could arrive to know ; but thofe who 
live among the World are acquainted with a 
thoufand Delicacies unknown to thofe remote 
Obfervers. There is a Manner in doing 
Things, in' which as much confifls, as in 
the very doing them. And 'tis not fuffici- 
cnt that People are told what they are to do, 
unlefs they are informed withal in what way 
they are to do it. I have added what muft 
be Pradlice to their Speculation ; and I h^ve 
pointed out to you every Step toward Un- 
eafinefs, and every Step toward preventing it. 

Obferve 
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Obfervc them> my deaf Child} and you 
will owe to it more than you at prefent caa 
liippofe. I fpeak from Experience, and I 
Would make the Fruit of that Experience 
yours. 

You have heard that Virtue is it's dwn Re^ 
fvardy and there is a great deal of Truth in 
the Sentence; but Virtue and every Step I 
have been prefcribing to you, is Virtue in a 
certain Degree; is not only a Reward unto 
itfelf, but it brings many Rewards with it. 
It is a fufficient Satisfaction to good Perfons 
to know that they have done their Duty, 
and that will be . your Satisfaftion in con- 
fequence of a Conducfl of this kind. But 
this is not all : you will not only have ob- 
tained, by this, your own Approbation, but 
the Efteem of your Hufband. Although you 
mean no fhow of the Goodnefs of your Be- 
haviour, he will fee it. Although you 
make no boaft of your Concern,, or your 
AiFedion, he will difcover it all : and he will 

be 
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be the more fatisfied of it^ becaufe he has 
difcovered it. That which is boaftcd may 
be aflFedled, or pretended; filcnt Virtue is 
always real. He will not only cfteem you 
for this, but he will Love yoa the more. 
Perhaps, in the fulneis of his Heart, he wiU 
tell you that he faw it ; that he was wrong, 
and that he reverences you for the Behaviour 
that bore with his Faults, and that reclaimed 
him. You will indeed have Reaibn to re« 
joice ; nay, it is juft and reafonable to Tri- 
umph in this ; but it ihould be in fecret; for 
there is no Anfwer fit for you to make on 
fuch an Occafion. You muA be filent. 
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LETTER VII. 

On Difputes upon trivial Occqfions^ 

T Have faid to you, dear Child, all that my 
Heart could didtate, and all that my Ex- 
perience was able to inform me on the Sub- 
jedl of thofe vsreaknefles of Temper, v^hich 
even the beft are liable to, and vv^hich there- 
fore you mufl: exped: to find in the Perfbn 
with whom you are to fpend your Life, If 
I have feemed to make little Things too Im- 
portant in this Confideration, it is my Dear, 
nothing more than my Care for you, that 
has enlarged them; but be aflured that all 
this Increafe is owing only to this, that, 
confidering in what Manner they might af- 
fedt your Youth and Inexperience, I have 
feen them not only in their prefent Form, 
but in their Confequences. This is a way 
thofe who are acquainted with the World 
have of judging, and you will one Time fall 
into it. If I have cautioned you againfl 
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the ' Caufes and Springs of thofe Difagrec- 
ments which render the Lives of fo many 
married Perfons unhappy; with an Earneft- 
nefs more than proportioned to the Things 
themfelves ; furely it has been not at all too 
great for the guarding you againft thofe 
t)ifagreements. Keep, I intreat you, all 
thofe Admonitions in your Mind, and you 
will avoid a thdiiiand Difputes into which 
others would have fallen. But though I am 
affured you will, by this Means, efcape fo 
many Dangers^ I do not/ fuppofe it a cer- 
tainty that you will be free from all. I look 
upon Human Nature, under the ftridleft 
Regulations, as too imperfedt to admit of 
Security; and I think it poffible, although I 
hope it i$ unlikely, that, after all this Care, 
you may be unhappy enough to fall into fome 
little idle Mifunderftanding. I (hall think 
myfelf to have performed but half my Charge^ 
if I leave you at a lofs how to heal the 
Breach, which I had taken fo much Pains 
to tell you how to avoid. 

G As 
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As 1 am confident neither of you will do 
any Thing ill, I take it as a certainty, that 
if ever any Difpute or Difagreement arife 
between you, it will be about a Trifle. A 
thoufand Things may happen to occafion a 
DifTatisfaftion of this kind , but there is oijly 
one that can foment or can preferve it, this is 
Obftinacy. I know,, my Dear, how much 
of this there is in Human Nature; I know 
how much of it there is in my own Sex ^ 
and therefore 'tis impoflible to give too much 
Caution againft it. If ever an angry Word 
fhould have been returned, I entreat you, 
for every Thing depends upon it, to confider 
what it is you are going to fay, before you ' 
fpeak the third. 

. YourSj is that Time at which Inftruftion 
is not thrown away : 'Tis juftat the Period 
in which you now are, that it can be of ufe. 
'Tis impoffible often, to reconcile thofe 
whofe Happinefs depends upon the Reconci- 
liation ; and this alfo is a Fruit of Obftinacy. 

It 
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It IS impoffible, I fay, to be done, it Is 
therefore idle to attempt it: But 'tis eafy, 
at leaft I hope fo, with Minds like yours, to 
prevent it, and therefore I take upon me to 
advife you. The Matter is of fo much Im- 
portance, that I cannot be too punftual in' 
doing it, 'Tis for this Reafon that I enter 
fo minutely into every Circumftance ; and 
that I fo often break from the Thread of my 
Advice upon particular Heads, for general 
Cautions, Perhaps I am tedious ; but, my 
Dear, pray forgive me, I think it not too 
much Labour to write, do not you think it 
much to read it. 

But I fhall return to my Advice. I have 
obfervcd it muft be about fome Trifle that 
you difpute with your Hufband, if ever you 
difpute with him, and remember what it is 
that this Trifle may coil you; his good- 
Will and your Peace for Life. Is it worth 
while, my Dear, to run the Venture ? To 
be fure it is not. Give it up at once, what- 
G 2 foever 
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foever it be^ and avoid a Danger that is (b 
difproportioncd. This will make an Ad- 
vantage even out of the Thing that threat- 
ened you; for he will know that he was in 
the Wrong much fooner frotn your fubmit- 
ting, than from your defending the Point, 
becaufe he ^ill be fooner cool ; and, when 
he does fo, he will love you the more. 
Whether he fuppofe that a Diffidence of 
your own Opinion, when oppofed to his, 
would not let you find that he was fo; or, 
whether, finding it, you placed your Af- 
feftion fo much higher than the Difcovery, 
that you negle<aed to boaft of it ; when you 
are calm, your Hufband will always find he 
has been wrong in faying that which might 
difpleafe you. His Senfe of this is all that 
can be neceffary to your Happinefs. Do 
not expect, or wifh him to confefs fo much ; 
that is no eafy Taflc ; it is indeed of no 
Confequence, and it will certainly put him 
out of Temper. There is no trifling Dif- 
pute that will not be loft as foon as it ap- 
pears, 
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pears, under the Influence of fuch a Con- 
duft; and is not this a moil defirablc 
Certainty? What Wifli could you propofe 
toyourfclf fomuch to your Advantage, as the 
never having v^hile you live the leaft Difguft 
with your Hufband? And this will give it 
you. What is it that you facrifice to pur- 
chafe this ? Obftinacy. 'Tis nothing more. A 
Thing you are afhamed of, • and that gives 
Pain to the Perfon who poflefles it, as much 
gis ta the Perfon againft whom it is preferved. 

This, my Dear***, is the Confequence 
©f conquering that Perverfenefs of Temper 
which might keep alive a Quarrel. Let us 
confider what could be the End of indul- 
ging it, and keeping up the Difpute. While 
it fubfifted you WQuld make your Hufband 
uneafy ; and this th? niore, the more he 
loves you. Can you wifh to do this ? Can 
you defire to give Pain to a Perfon who is 
kind to you; or can you be fb ungenerous 
^s to take Pleafure in feeing that Pain, when 
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you know it is the EfFeft of that Aflfeftion ? 
But fuppofing Pride or Obftinacy, or be it 
what it will that is the mifchievous Caufe, 
could get the better of this Confideration, 
which yet with you I am affured it cannot, 
fuppofing this could happen, yet after all 
the Negleft with which this would be to 
treat the Peace of one who ought to be 
Pear to you, would you have no Refpeft 
unto your own ? You may be affured, my 
Dear, that the Wife cannot be eafy, while 
fhe gives her Hulband Pain. Their Hearts 
are one, and fb muft be their Thoughts, if 
cither are to be happy. She who gives 
Unealinefs to her Hulband, gives double 
Mifery to herfelf, and to what purpofe 
would you do this ? What would you (but 
I Ihould not fay You, my Dear, for it will 
never happen to you) but what ^ould fuch 
a Woman expefit or hope to gain by her 
Spirit and her Obftinacy ? Is it the Viftory ? 
To what Purpofe ? What Matter is it whe- 
ther the One or the Other be right in a 
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Thing which is of. no Confequence ? Is it 
worth while, in the Purfuit of this, to ha- 
zard even the leaft Confideration in the 
World, much lefs the greateft? Would (he 
wilh to have her Hufband own that fhe was 
right? To what End? That he may ac- 
knowledge fhe is the wifer. There is no 
Praife in this ; for it is not her Province. 
There is no Credit to the Wife in conquer- 
ing in fuch a Difpute; but there is much 
Difgrace, at lead it will appear fo to him- 
felf, for the Huiband to fubmit; and he 
will never be upon the Terms of Friendihip 
afterward. Is it explained? Does it appear 
to you, my Dear, that the continuance of a 
Difpute with a Huiband is, always difquiet 
to the Wife ? and that it may be her De- 
ftrudion at laft, if the lafs of her Hulband's 
AfFedion can deferve that Name; and that 
there can be no Pleafure in the Attempt; 
nor Pride in the Acquifition of the Vidlory ? 
I hope it does : If fo, you fee, my Dear, 
the Way to avoid it all: Obferyc it. * * *. 
G 4 LETTER 
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LETTER VIIL 

On parrels. 

T Would haxdly fuppofc, my Dear ^**j, 
that, after what I have been ohferving on 
the Subjefl of little Difputes, and their not 
little Confequcnces, you will pver be in 
Panger of falling into greater- When I 
have tald you how eafy it is to avoid them, 
and how important it is that you (hould 
avoid th?m, I cannot fuppofe it provable 
fhat you will ever contradidl my Opinion of 
your hearing Realpn> and being guided by 
it; but when your Welfare is concerned, I 
would be attentive even tp what cannot 
well happen, and wotjld guard you almofl: 
againft ImpofHbilitie^, . J ^ill fuppofe, 
though but for the Sal^^ qf fuppofing it, 
that you have let fpoic little wayward Pet- 
tifhnefs get the better of ypur Prudence, 
^nd that you have anfwered peeviihly tp 
fomething Peevifh j fpr in all thk I fuppofe 
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your Hufband in the Blame, fince that is 
getting all above Difpute, and pointing out 
your Conduct in the moil difficult Article; 
the reft is eafy: Let us fuppofe then that 
he has been out of Temper, and that inftead 
of S^ence or genfjenefs of Words, you have, 
anfwered him perverfcly ; what will be the 
natural Confequf nee ? Were he a weak 
Man, he would be louder and more violent ; 
fiiid he would kepp alive the Argument to 
fliew you that he would have the Viftory: 
But your Hulband, my Dear, has Under- 
fl:anding. AH thefe Things that I have been 
faying to you will be diftated to him by his 
own Prudenpe; *nd he will fee the wrong 
§tep th^t you have both taken in its true 
Jvight, and be uneafy at fhe Confequences. 
He will flop the Difpute, and, to avoid far- 
ther Uneafinefs, he ^yill get up to go put, 
I dp not think it is to your Advantage that 
Jie fhould leave the Houfe in Difpleafure 
jvith you, arid yet it is not eafy. to prevent 
jt. B\^t there is a Gpnduft, th^t will yet 

reftofQ 
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reftore all: 'Tis the fame that would havfe 
prevented all at firft, and it is never too late 
to do what is. right. If it be poffible to get 
the better of a foolifh Obftinacy, tell bim 
you are fenfible that you are wrong, and all 
is at once over. This is the wife ft Courfe ; 
but I am fenfible 'tis difficult. If this be 
too much for that falfe Spirit which has 
made the Breach, to fubmit to, at once, 
dcfire him not to go; but by no Means 
attempt to hinder him otherwife than by 
Entreaties. I know it would be natural,, 
between the Struggles of Love and Rage in 
the firft Difference, to throw yourfelf between 
him and the Door, to fix upon his Hand, 
or by a thoufand other Methods to oppofe 
his going; but thefe are wrong, they are 
dangerous : Remember he has his Obftina- 
cy as well as you, and he will not be con- 
quered. 'Tis inflaming Things in the moft 
fatal Manner to attempt it. Entreaties may 
ftop him, but this cannot ; and, if they 
fail, you will have Opportunities, whiie he 



( ?! ) 

is gone, to recoUedt how much you have 
been to blame ; and his Abfence, if it be of 
no Ufe to him, will be of fo much to you, 
that you wiU know your Error, and repent 

I know you will, if ever this fhould hap- 
pen, be diftrefled, alarmed, and terrified in 
the higheft Degree ; and it is fit you fhould 
be fo : 'Twill be a Puniftiment not at all 
too great for the Fault which brought it on, 
and it will prevent a Repetition of the 
Fault again ; after this I am to tell you that 
all your Alarms and Fears are groundlefs. 
Fancy not that he leaves you to vifit your 
Relations with Complaints, to mix in fomc 
gay Party, or indulge in fomc Debauch. 
He will employ the Moments better; he 
will refolve the Occafions of the Difpute; 
he will fbrefee the Confequences ; and 
without any other Communication than 
that with his own Mind, he will determine 
agaiuft all Occafions pf a Uke Diflatisfadion, 
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His Stay will be fliort; and he will return 
perfectly defirous to be reconciled. Your 
Condudt then is eafy. I have told you in 
what Temper, and with what Thoughts he 
will return. You will know how you are to 
mctt him ; both have had Opportunities to 
recplleft ; both have been convinced by 
that Recolle(5lion how wrong you have been 
in every preceding Step; both wifh it had 
not happened: What is there that remains 
then but that you both forget. Meet him, 
my Dear, at his Return, as if you had done 
nothing to difpleafe him, nor had yourfelf 
been difpleafed iq any Thing. This is the 
prudent Method, the Pain of Apologies will 
be prevented, and the Remembrance loft 
for ever; except that in each of yo\ir Breafts 
in fecret there will live fo much of it as to 
prevent a new Occafion of Difcjuiet. In 
this underftand me properly, my Dear: I 
do not mean that you Should run with all 
the Chearfulnefs of an expeding Joy to 
jneet him : Let it npt (eep that what has 

givea 
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given him Pain has had fo little EffcA upon 
you: Let your Looks fay that you have 
confide red, and are forry, although your 
Tongue fpeak nothing : Meet him with all 
the Satisfaftion that could attend a Recon- 
ciliation; but name no Word of it* 

Let me^ for I am all this Time fuppofing 
what are nearly Impoflibihties, let me add 
a Confideration yet more remote from all 
Degrees of Probability ; yet let me Name it 
to you, my Dear, as it might happen. Let 
me confider your Hulband as lefs fenfible of 
the Folly of fuch a Difagreement than your- 
felf ; let me confider him of more Obftinacy 
in his Temper ; and that, after a longer ftay 
than he ought to have made from you, that 
he returns lefs fatisfied : Let me fuppofe him 
fuUenly filent, and totally difregarding of 
you. The Circumftance is Painful, and to 
you, who have been bred tenderly, it will be 
the more terrible : But remember. Child, 
that your own Indifcretion has given Occa- 
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fion to what you fufFer ; nay, let mc fpfelk 
freely, that it has defervcd it, at leaft in fome 
Degree, and you muft bear it as your Punifh- 
ment. 

Heaven forbid, my deareft ^**, that I 
fhould ever fee this in Reality ; but, to talk 
of Things as if they happened, let us confix 
der what you are in this Cafe to do. You 
would fufFer too much already by the Dif- 
pute, to think of Inflaming it. You would 
now thoroughly wifh it over, and be ready 
to abjure all future Peevifhnefs, could this 
be overlooked* Recoiled: that your Hufband 
loves you tenderly. I do not fuppofe a Cir- 
cumflance like this will ever happen to you, 
becaufe it cannot happen but by Faults of 
which 1 know you never will be guilty ; but 
if it fhould have chanced, you would difco- 
ver that it was becaufe he loved you that he 
was fo much offended. We regard Offen- 
ces, my Child, not in Proportion to their 
own weight, fo much as to the Value in 

which 
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which wc held the Perfon that Is guilty of 
them; therefore a Trifle from you, whom 
he efteems and loves, will give more Pain 
than all that could be oiFered from a Perfon 
whom he difregarded. When you have thus 
far underftood the Nature of your own Fault, 
and of his Refentment, you will not urge 
him ^rther. 

All that he can expe<ft from you, let him 
look upon you as ever fo much to blame, is 
to be fenfible of it, and to be forry that it 
has happened. You will be both, and there 
will be no Difficulty to let him fee you are. 
The Hour of Perverfenefs may laft till 
Night ; but if you have entreated with lefs 
Eagernefs a Reconciliation till that Time, be 
then more folicitous, more earneft in it, and 
dread to Sleep in Unforgivenefs. What 
you have folicited in Vain before, you will 
perhaps now find eafy to obtain ; and do 
not omit to requeft it tenderly. Love is the 
Band of your Friendfhip ; Love is the proper 

Healer 
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Hcdcr of all Breaches. Its Powcf « ndt 
limited to preferving Amity ; there is fcarce 
a Danger that can threaten (but that is lefs 
than may be faid) there is not a Wound it 
can receive, but Love will obviate, or will 
heal. Let it not at all appear in the lighteft 
Article of your Behaviour, that your Affec- 
tion has fuffercd the leaft Degree of Violence^ 
Let that fhew itfelf entire, and look down 
upon all little Animofities as beneath its Con- 
cern. Let your Tendernefs, that real Ten- 
dernefs which you have fo often gloried in 
to me, mix itfelf with every Sentiment : Let 
that give a gentle Softnefs to all you fay, 
and communicate its peaceful Influence to 
even the minuteft Incident. You will pre- 
vail. The Difagreement has been but of a 
few Hours ; it has been about a Trifle ; he 
will perceive that you look on it as over, and 
it will be forgotten. 

I know I am not to explain myfelf to you 
on the Word, when I renjind you that 
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kjtWe will be an overmatch for all the per- 
verfenefs of Mind that he canpoflibly have 
taken iip, who is the Objeft of it. I do not 
mean that Love to the Companion or Acquain- 
tance, which every one poflefles, and looks 
upon as great ; I do not mean that mixture 
of AiFedion and Efl^m which we call 
Friendfhip; I do not mean that reverend 
AfFedlion which the Child has for its Parent ; 
or that earneft fondnefs, paffionate and ten- 
der as it is, v^rhich the Parent exprefles for 
his Child. Thefe are in their proper 
Sphere, powerful and great; but thefe. are 
not the Pafiion you will feel, and which will 
be your PafTport through all Dangers and all 
Difficulties in this Road of Marriage. I 
mean that Paffion which you conceived for 
him (whom you have married before you 
knew him perfectly) heightened,' improved, 
completed by the Efteem, the Gratitude, 
and Tendernefs with which it now looks 
upon him, as Friend, Patron and Benefac- 
tor. This is the Paffion I would be under- 

H ftood 
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ftoodtomeah; and this, my Dear***, none 
better knows than you in its full Force, and 
in its greateft Extent. This is the Paffion^ 
which, while your Peace is dear to you, you 
muft cherilh in your Heart, This, which 
exceeds by infinite Degrees all that is 
called Love between other Perfons : This, 
which you know, ftrengthened by Virtue, 
and authorifed as a Duty, is worthy of ano- 
ther Name ; and is too great for one that is fo 
trifled with. 

This Paflion, wiU teach you that youf 
Hufband's Peace and Pleafure are as much 
yours as his : Will you not then be grieved 
that you have wounded the one, or inter* 
rupted the other? You wiU feel it ; and your 
own Intereft alone would prompt you to 
atone for the Offence, and heal the Breach. 
Let it not enter once into you? Thought 
which of you was to blame : Whoever hap- 
pened to begin the Folly, both were to 
blame, lince-both continue^ it: But your 

Care 
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Care is of yout own Contjuft. Have no Eye ' * 
to fee the fault youf Hufband has commit- 
ted ; but employ all your Vigilance to difco- 
\rer, and all your Affiduity to amend your 
own. I will riot believ© it poffible j for it is 
not in Nature that a firft Quarrel^ and that 
about a Trifle, can be beyond the reach of 
fuch a Remedy. I will fuppofe it paft, 
atoned, repented on both Sides, and forgot- 
ten ; but deareft ♦**, be cautious of a Se- 
cond. The Firft was difficult to Remedy, 
this may be incurable. 
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LiETTER IX. 

On Inconjiancy^. 

T Pcrfuadc myfelf, deareft ***, that I 
have mentioned to you all the little 
Foibles of your Mind, all the Weakneffes 
to which your Temper, may be liable ; and 
ia them all the Errors (for I will not call 
theni by (o coarfe a Name as Faults) that it 
is poflible you can fall into. I have fhewn 
you their Confequences, and I have fliewn 
them truly. I know you will have the 
Guard upon yourfclf to avoid them: But 
this is not all I have to mention to you. 
There may be Foibles, and in Confequence 
of thefe Foibles, Errprs in your Hufband 
alfo ; and as the Cuftom of the World gives 
greater Liberty to Men, they may be confi- 
dexable. 

Thefe will require as much of your Pru*- 
dence to fubdue as thofe of your own \ they 

will 



( rot ) 

win be, believe me, almoft as much within 
the Influence of your Prudence ; and you 
need not be told they are as much your con- 
cern. I have cautioned you by all the gentle 
•Means that can be thought of, to endea- 
vour to get the better of that Danger, of 
thofe'many Dangers, let me fay^ which at- 
tend that free ufe of Wine among . Men, 
which a bad Guftom has authorifed apd 
made too univerfaL Among the Dangers to 
which it expofes Men, I have told you that 
the moft formidable Attack, is made in the 
Point which of all others will affe<fl you moft, 
theif Cpnftancy to the Marriage Bed. Many 
a Man, whofe fober Thoughts deteft and 
abhor the Violation, has been led into it by 
this Folly, by the unjuftifiable and cruel 
Perfuafions $n4 Example of the Company. 
I have given you my ISentiments as to the 
Methods you may an4 pught to take to pre- 
vent fuch an Incident 5 Put that I may not 
le^ve you unprepared for any Part of the 

H3 Con. 
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CftnduA of a good Wifet let us fupj>ofe that 
it has already ha^ppened* 

Let us imagine that, Ipft in the Effc6t$ of 
Wine, and led by ^he Follies of his Com- 
pany, he has been falfe to your Bed^ and 
you hav<p heard pf it-rr-What is to be your 
Reception pf fuch mortifying Intelligence } 
Let Pa^on counfel you, and Ragf will bp 
*he refult ; Anger, Upbraidings, Tears, Re- 
proachest B^t to what End thefe, a^nd how 
authorifed ? Let Paflion guide others, but 
fio you lifteri to a better Monitor — ^^to Reafpn. 
You arc informed that he has wronged you 
in this tender Point ; you wiih he had not, 
*ind you wUh he would not again, Tfhis is 
Reafon, He has been guilty of it under the 
Intoxicatign of Wine j would you have him 
ftpeat it Sober ? Certainly npt, Ayoid then 
the Thingg which might urge him tp it j and 
do not, in fefentiflg a leffey Eyil^ bring on 
yourfclf a greater, Confidcr firft what you 
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may naturally fuppofe to be bis Sentiments, 
before you enter into any Refolutions of 
)four own* Men deipife Vice, although it 
favours their Defigns : They reverence Vir- 
tue that repulfes them; What then muft 
not be the Preference which they give unto 
complying Virtue. This is the W^ife's great 
Charm, and this will hold of Force for ever. 
'Tis almofl certain that he abhors the Perfon 
who haa fhared his Crime ; and that, in 
Comparifon of you, (he is unworthy of a 
farther Thought. If this be the Cafe, all 
that you wifli is done ; and what would you 
attempt farther ? Be filent, forget that it has 
happened ; you may ; for he will not forget 
it. The Offence will appear the more un* 
pardonable in him for your Goodnefs, and 
he will not repeat it. There is infinite Dif- 
Icrcnce, my Dear, between the Error of 
having been once drawn into an Aft of In- 
^delity by Solicitations, and againft Inclina^ 
tibn, at a Time too when the very Faculties 
were overpowered ; and the coolly, volun* 
Hi tarily. 
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tarily, and by Defign engaging in an Amour, 
I own, that the Offence is great, with ^11 
. its Palliations ; I Icnow, that, to a Woman 
' who doats upon her Hufband, the leall 
wrong of this kind niuft be the Source of a 
thoufand Anxieties ; but Things are what 
they are, only by Comparifon ; and if you 
will view this in the Light of that Compa- 
rifon, the Grounds of which I have given 
you, it v^ill appear ajmofl npthing, 

Thofe who fpeak of Things only in the 
general, may call a career ted Scheme of^ 
Intrigue, and a Jngle Efcape from Chailityj^ 
by the fame Name; but you. Child, who 
ihould fhudder, and with Reafon, at the 
Thought of a Man whom you love and 
honour, and the being beloved by whom is 
your greateft and moft rational Happinefs, 
preferring another to you, foliciting her by 
an unwearied Affiduity, negle(^ing you 
during that Affiduity, and expending his 
Fortune in the Attempt; you will obfcrve. 
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jny Dear, an mfinite Difference between, all 
this 9 and an Act of Chance,, unpremeditated, 
and never to be repeated. 

The Cuftom of the World renders the 
leaft Efcape from Virtue, on the Woman's 
Part, unpardonable; but the Menconftitute 
the World, and make its Cuftoms. Yet 
may we pardon this, fince to a regard to us 
it owes its Foundation. No Apology to 
Extenuation is allowed in favour of a Wo- 
man. To offend once, is as bad as to have 
been criminal for ever. Proflitution i^ 
Proflitution, under whatever Circumflances-; 
and that being once violated, which owed 
its worth to its being held inviolable ^ the 
Source of Efleem is never to be recovered; 
and Love without Efteem, my Child, is not 
|he Paffion for a Wife, but for a Harlot. 

You have been taught to look upon the 
Chaflity of Woman in this Light, and it rs 
DOt fit that it fhould be feen in any other ; 

for 
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for not only the Cuftom of the World, b»t 
Reafon itfelf, places it there. But the 
Virtue of Men i$ not to be fct upon the 
fame Foundation. I do not fay that Rea- 
fon makes it otherwife ; but Cuftoro, which, 
in naany Things, is as powerful as ReaXbn, 
and in this more &>, has thus eftablifhed it. 
But we are not to fee the whole in fo diJ&d- 
vantageous and unfair a Light as it might 
appear upon this View. As the Men have 
ibme Palliation for a fault of Inadvertency, 
they have a thouland different Temptations 
to it : We, who are reckoned, and who 
ought to be reckoned, unpardonable, if wc 
tranfgrcfs, have none of the Alluremeiits, 
tioc are in the Way of any of their Hazards, 
We do not drinki, we do not indulij^ our- 
felvcs in loofe talk, nor do we commemQ- 
rate the Names of Objefts of Proftitution, 
as they do over their Glaflcs, Names of Per- 
fons known to be Wicked, and vAio arc 
always at Hand to be fo. We keep nl^ 
Company with the Diffolute and the Aban-« 
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doned» and confequently we have none of 
the Temptations to 111, that Examples throw 
continually into their way. If we fee in 
Public an unfortunate Woman, who has 
had but one Slip in her Condudt, we fee her 
pointed at and avoided. On the contrary, if 
% Man appears^ who is fiippoied to have 
pailed a Life of Proftitution, he is not the 
Jefs carefled even by our own Sex, how much 
foever this is to their Shame, but appears to 
all an agreeable Chara£ter« 

This is the prejudice of Cuftom $ 'tis im- 
poflible to cure it i and you, my Dear, like 
the reft of the World, muft fubmit to it. 
But though you cannot be a Reformer of 
Mankind, jhe Goodnefs of your Difpofition 
will, I make np Dpubt, be able to continue 
your Hufband in the good Sentiments he 
already has ^ and this is ajl you have to 
jcarc about. I have fuppofcd an Efcape 
from Goodnefs like to this, poflible to hap- 
Pffl to him^ becaufe h? i6 a Man; but as 

he 
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he Is your Hufband I think it fcarcely po/^ 
fible. Your Ima« will be fo fixed and 
rooted in his Breaft, that it will have no 
Room for any other. Your AfFeftion will 
place the venal Fondnefs of the Proftitute, 
fliould he ever fi^minto fuch Company, ift 
the meaneft and moft abjedl Li^ht : And 
his Love, joined with his Eftecm for you, 
will keep his Faith inviolable. I would 
guard you againfl: every Error that it is 
poflible can have Phce in the Conduct of 
a Wife, and in that Light I am obliged to 
reprefent to you every Situation in which it 
is poflible for a Hufband to be placed. I 
carry this Confideration ^o farthef, fince | 
urn aflured thaf more cannot concern yoU. 
The virtuous Hufband of a virtuous, and 
affeftionate, and an agreeable Wife, may, 
not impofTibly under the Infatuations I 
have named, be led into a finglc and an 
accidental FcUy^ but he can never feri'- 
oufly give Place to another Paflion, or 
engage deliberately in the Purfuit of m^^ 
therLovc, 
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Yqu will doubt of this perhaps when you 
fee Faults of this kind in Men, whofe Wives 
appear to you completely agreeable. But you 
are to know, thatfuch Wives either appear to 
you in a better Light than they ought ; per- 
haps in a better Light tI0k they can, to the 
difcerning Eye of their Hufbands, or clfe 
that thofe Faults in the Hulband are the 
Fruit of Faults in themfelvesj of Paflion 
and Refentment indulged at the Expencc 
of Prudence ; of thofe Miftakes in the Con- 
dud of a married Life, which are too 
natural to a young Wife, even to one of 
virtupus Principles, and againft which my 
deareft ***, I am therefore arming you by 
Example, as well as by Admonition. 

You will remember, that your Hufband's 
AflFeftion to you is the great Guard againft 
his thinking of another. You will remem- 
ber that this AfFeftiDn, although it were firft 
infpired by your Perfon^ can only be fup- 
. ported and kept up by your ConduSt. This 

furcly 
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fhrely Is a Leflbn of all others the tnofi 
important to ^ Wife, and yet what Wife* 
regards it ? Let us fuppofe the lame Faulty 
in the Hufband of a lels pfudent Wife, 
which I have mentioned as poffible in yours. 
I have (hewn you how you will prevent its 
ever being repeated ; and I am certain that 
what I have faid will be found true in Prac- 
tice. ^ Inftead of that filent Concern, that 
tempered Uneafinefs with which you would 
have received the Offender, we will fuppofe 
her flying out into Refentments and Re- 
proaches, defpifing^his Acknowledgment of 
the Fault, and utterly difregarding his 
Aflurances that he will never repeat it. 
What is- the Confequence? The Hufband^ 
who, in confcioufnefs of his Fault, would 
have been patient under a moderate Reproof^ 
is out of Temper with Continuance of it: 
H6 begins to think that, in acknowledging 
his Error, he has atoned for it : And that, 
in the Promife of not repeating it, he ha5 
dcfcrved that it (hould be /orgottcn. He 

xnay 
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may have appeared faulty to Himfelf at 
firft ; but his JVife appears faulty to him 
now. He grows out of Temper in his 
Turn; Home is wneafy to him; the Be^ 
haviour of his Wife difagrecable ; he re- 
members the Fondnefs of the Proftitute, 
which at firft he had recoUecled with Con- 
tempt^ aSr having fome Merit in it under 
the Comparifon of this turbulent Scene— ^ 
He returns to her— He had at firft been 
criminal only through Inadvertence, he 
repeats it now on Choice, In the place of 
an angry Wife, he has a Perfon whofe 
good Humour is to be purcbafed at perhaps 
lu:^ immoderate Price, and he continues with 
her. This is not all ; he will be tired, you 
fay: He will fo; for where there is neither 
Virtue nor true AfFc£tion# the Paflion is not 
Love, and it will foon wear off. But what 
is the Confequenpe ? He is fatiated: He 
diftaftes the Perfon and the Behaviour of 
thi^ purchafed Miftrefs: But whither ftaall 
he go? Shall it be Home? What, tofrefli 
.^ , Quarrek, 
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Quarrels, and louder Reproaches? No; hd 
looks upon Peace as facrificed there, and 
therefore, in that Place, he feeks not after 
it : He gives it up, and in that Refignation^ 
he does indeed deftroy it for ever. 

He will leave this defpifed Miflrefs ; yet 
will he not return to an injured and an enra- 
ged Wife; he goes to fomc other. The 
Fence of Virtue and of Referve is broken 
down, and there is nothing to oppofe him. 
He feels a Pleafure in Variety; Novelty has 
irreliftible Charms. He can vifit no. public 
Place, but he fancies himfelf in a Seraglio -, 
a Multitude are at his Service, and be drops 
the Handkerchief "wli^ttytv he pleafes. Un- 
lefs fome Accident prevent him, he flops 
not till he has been the Round of all. "Tis 
almoft a Million to one but both his Con- 
ftitution and his Fortune become impared in 
the higheft Degree during the Scene of Pro- 
ftitution. But even this is not the greateft 
Fear that may have Place in the Bofom of 
' the 
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the in-vaih-repenting Wife. *Tis too like- 
ly that, among the Numbers of thefe fuc- 
ceeding Miftrefles, h6 meets fome agreeable, 
artful Creature, whom Intereft, and perhaps 
AfFeftion (for thefe People are not to ^ be 
fuppofed quite above its Reach) joined to 
Intereft, engages in the Attempt of fixing 
herfelf upon him for ever. Accuftomed to 
Deceit, the Artifices are innumerable by 
which thefe Women will purfue a Scheme 
like this ; and the Wife ought to tremble 
when fhe makes her Hufband defperate, 
while ftie fees how many of them fucceed. 
If once this be the Confequence, all Profpeft, 
all Hope is at an End. A Separation is the 
certain Confequence, either a formal or an 
ciTential one : And he who would, under the 
proper Conduct of a Wife, have avoided a 
fecond Fault, never arrives at a fecond* 
Virtue. As Virtue never appears fo much 
herfelf as when oppofed to Vice; fo Prudence 
is in no Circumftance {ecn £o much to her 
Advantage, or with fo large a Share of her 

I awn 
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own Luftrcjj as when we view her in Con-* 
trail with her oppQ&tc^^RaJhnf/s of CwduSi. 
\ have given you, my Dear, a Pidlure of 
what is buman Life, it may be new to you ; 
it may furprife you; but it is real. I have 
j(hewn you how much, hpw very piuch de- 
pends, in many Things, upon a little: Be 
^flured that it is thus in all Occurrences, 
and while you are feniiblc of this, be cve^ 
upon your Guard in the Beginning ojf tmy 
Thing that may be of Confequence. No- 
thing, is fo eafy as to prevent, what it may 
be iinpoffible to remedy. This is what 
many have found too late; let it be your 
Happinefs to know it in Time, and let it 
be m|nc, my Dear, to have iftforntied you of 
it. Afk the mod unfortunate of Manjkind 
from, what their feveral Diftreffes have v^fen,, 
and if they will be ingenuous, they wiH 
confefs, from Trifles : Profs tbein to be free 
in their A^J^nowledgments, and they will 
own the great Source to have been their 
own Obftinacy. They would have given 

the 
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the World afterwards to hate omitted fome« 
thing they had done^ or to have done fome« 
thing which they knew right, and whic^ 
they did not do> when it was too late« 

All thefe Omifnon$» all thefe Improprie^ 
ties, have been in themfelves Trifles; bqt 
in their Confequcnces, important. They 
have appeared littk at the Time, though 
formidable in the higheft Degree afterwards. 
Beware of them in Time. Look not, &> 
much, upon what is the Thing you are 
about to do at this Time; eoniider what 
Will be the Event of it To-morrow, a Week, 
a Month, a Year hence, or for ever. You 
will ftart at the Apprehenfiogi ; and 'tis 
well you fhould do fo. It is better to be 
terrified now, than to feel the Reality of all 
that you forefee, hereafter. This is the 
Alternative, my Dear, and 1 know I need 
not tell you which you are to chufe. You 
are happy in your Huiband, ttnd your gpcat- 
I 2 eft 
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eft Wifll is that you may continue happy; 
*Tis in your own Power to do fo, if you 
pleafci and it will depend, not upon the 
Condefcenfion of making up a Breach, bat 
on the Prudence in avoiding one. The 
one is difficult, perhaps it is in general im- 
poffible; the other eafy* The one muft 
be attended with Pain ; the other with the 
greateft Pleafure. Think how glorious a 
Recollection it would be, at an advanced 
Age, to be able to fay, you never had a 
Difpute. Think how it will imbitter the 
fweeteft Moments of a fucceeding Life to 
recoiled:, that he whofe Fondnefles now 
. charm you, has been feverc, averfe, rude. 
Avoid the poffibility of fuch a RecoUeftibn. 
The Peace of a married Life is like Chaf- 
tity in her who has a Right to poffefs it, 
the greit , Value depends upon its being 
perfeft and entire; and the Pride and Plea.- 
fure of remembering that it has never been 
attacked, is above all Defeription. 

My 
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My Dear, fo much depends ^upon the 
Scenes, I have been engaged In ^defcribing 
to you, that you muH: not think me tedious* 
Thefe are "the Diftates ot Love and of Ex- 
perience ; they cannot deceive you either by 
^ilfulnefs or Accident. Your Fortune is 
£n your own Hands ^ you depend on no 
6ne but yourfeli^ for all that you can expedl 
in yout whole Life : Be prudent in the 
Beginning, that you may be rich in the 
^nd, 
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LETTER X. 

On Confidence and Secrets. 

TT is impoifibk, my Dear ***, Aat a 
Man can love the Pcrfon whom he docs 
not cfteem ; at leaft that Love which a 
Wife is to expedt from the Hufbajid, can- 
pot fubfill: without it* The Paflion is vio- 
lent at the firft ; and with it the gcnerout 
Breaft of him who pofleflcs it, entertains 
fo high a Refpeft, and fo implicit a Reve- 
rence for the Objed, that this E/leem is 
paid without his once enquiring whether it 
be deferved. The Opinion which he took 
upon Credit, while he was a Lover (for 'tisi 
impoflible^ under thofe Circumftances tq 
know a Woman thofoughly) he cftabliihes^^ 
yrhen he is become an Hulband, upon a^ 
\veak a Foundation, his ^ffeSHon, Tisf 
wpU jf ihe^ yiho is thus honoured with hi^ 
good Cpii>ion, merit it, If flie xloes, flic 
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IS tappy; but W, aftet the Tranfport and 
Novelty of thi firft Days are over, he finds 
her deficient, he will defpife, or at the 
leaft will difrcgard her; not in Proportion 
to her own want of Merit, but in Pro-% 
portion to that falfe Opinion his Fondnefles 
cftablifhcd. 

Vou will rcmemb^f , that the Merit I ani 
here naming to you as the Foandation an4' 
Support of this fefteem with which the 
Huiband honours his new Wifi*> is that of 
htt good Qualities j the Merit of her Hearty 
ftot ©f htt Form, for that he had befor* 
eohiideredi The firft Tcftimony he ufualljr 
gives o£ his Efteem x5 the confiding in her^ 
tod ftvealinf to her all his Secrets. Thii 
Is dohfc in Confidence, and the Truft ought 
to be inviolable, although he fays Nothing, 
h^ means it (hould be fp; and he may 
, pardon, but he never can forget, the Viola- 
tk>a4)fk. 

I 4 " I am 
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I am too fenfiblc, my Pear,, of the 
Weakneis of a female Heart, nof to guard 
you in- tjic ftrongeft Manner againft it? 
natural Effects on this Occafion. Uf^ 
ypurfelf to Secrecy and Referve, accuftorn 
your Mind to it in Trifles, ip Things that 
are of no Importance, and wheq ypu can 
refift the Temptations that occafionally offer 
of divulging thcfe, you will have little 
Pifficulty in Silence, when it is a Duty^ 
Ypu are to remember, tjiat he who repofes 
fhe- Truft in you, knows that youjr Sex is 
not renowned^ for Secrecy. While he eur 
trufts ypu, he is npt without Doubts of th^ 
general, hpwfoevcr free he ptiay be from 
thofe of the particular Kind ; and he will 
therefore be iij fome Degree upon th« 
Watch againft your Frailty. In poniiding 
in you againft jthip Opinion of the Sex m 
geqpraj, he givjes you a Proof of that Prer 
eminence which in his Efteeni he allows 
you over them : Remember the Credit ipi 
Yvhich you ftand vyith him, and do not yio- 

lft9 
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l^e or fprfeit it. You will fay it were 
beftcr that the Wife were not cntrufted with 
her Hufband's Secrets, ; fince her keeping 
fhem can be of no good, and the leaft 
Violation of the Truft will be attended with 
jll. Perhaps I agree with you, my Dear, 
that in Theory it may be fo ; but although 
proper, it is impraaicable. Thofe who 
Jove truly have but one Heart between 
them: Their Thoughts, their Cares, their 
Concerns are in common. Confidence is 
the natural OiFspring of AfFed:ion, and he 
wl)o loves tenderly can keep no Secret. 
J4en have been ruined by their Folly ia 
this Refped ; let them be profited of their 
Virtues : They have entrufted Things, in 
}vhich their Lives and Fortunes have been 
concerned, to . thofe with whpm they have 
had only ^ criminal Acquaintance j is it 
poffible then ^ that they can refrain where 
Virtue and where Honour authorife the 
.Truft, and where the Pcrfon who re-» 
ceivQS the Secret is equally intercfled with 

them? 
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ftert ? Ill th* orte Cafe thty hive bcCA 
betrayed. Keep up. toy deareft **♦, the 
Diftindipn betv^cen Virtue aftd Vice to fat 
as in you lies, and let him Whd Confides ill 
you be BiFt; and all that he erttrufts to you 
fjicrcd. You who, while yott look with 
Terror upon the Charge, ^ifh, or fancy 
that you wi(h, he would withhold it, would 
be the firft to c6mplaiii, and you would 
hare Rcafon, if you were not edtrufted i yoit 
would know that you had but a flcndet 
bold on his AfFediort, who held jrou at ± 
Diftance from his Heart. Do riot he of^ 
fended that he does that, which yoU woitld 
be offended, and with Reaf6n> if he omit* 
ted to do ; but when you ^ are cntrufted, 
remember that the Efteem 6r the Contempt 
in which your Hufband is fo hold jou fbt 
ever, depends upon ydur Faith and SA:recy, - 

It would be bird td /ay, perhaps^ whether 
ifiOre Families have had their Peace dii^urb-. 
cd by the unaiFedtionate Refervc in thfc 

HufbancJ, 
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Huibftnd, or by the idle talking of the 
Wife i whether itiore have beea Sacrifices 
to the not entrufting of a SeCret, or to the 
divulging of it ; but this is certain^ that the 
Oi!en<:e on the one Part is Ids thail on the 
other : and that the one may be with Rea- 
fon pardoned and refpeded afterwards^ but 
that the other cannot. 

There is fcarce a Family in this hnCy 
talking Town, whofe moft fecret Affairs 
are not* perfedly known j nay^ tho' it be 
ever fo improper that they fliould be fo:. 
And to what do you fuppofe this is owing? 
Not to the Men, for they are generally ac- 
puflomed to Bufinefs, and find no DifiicuU 
ty in being filent when it is proper. The 
Wife is always at the Bottom : She entrufts 
fome bofom Friend, not remembering that 
the Bfeaph of Confidence is as much made 
jn that, a$ if fhe had revealed it to a.Thoii-r 
iand j and 'tis from this dear Friend a thou- 
fa|id know it. My Dear| be upon your 

Guard 



( 124 ) 

Guard in the ftrifteft Manner againft thcfe- 
Confidences. Remember how few Women 
have Secrecy in their Nature: Remember 
diat,- in doing this, you are confefling that 
yourfelf have it not, then why fhould you^ 
csped it in another? Remember, that the 
jlxoft important of all Concerns, the Efteem, 
and good Opinion of your Hulband, depend 
upon your Silence, and ought to be your 
Guard againft this Breach of Faith : And 
that Nothing of all this is updn hbr whom 
you are cntruftingj Nething more than an 
ihfignificant Promife to an indifferent Perfon, 
If you cannot keep your own Secret, why 
Should you fuppofe that flie will keep it for 
you? If all thefe Motives could not influ- 
cnce you to do it, why do you fuppofe fliQ 
will, who has not any one of them ? Re- 
member the improbability of her Silence, 
and forbear. Remember the Confequences 
of her difclofing what you truft her with, 
and tremble. ^ I am certain, that all the 
Breaches of Faith, and divulging of Secrets, 

that 
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that have, difturbed the» Quiet of fo maof 

Families, have been owing to this ilngk 

Miftake of trufting feme one Perfon; and 

it is therefore that I Caution you lb flrongly 

and. fo particularly againft it. .There is a 

Pleafure in whifpering a Secret ; yoa know 

it ; an uncommon^ tho' a childifh and a 

diflioneft Pleafure, elfe why did you reveal 

it ? Is fhe to whom you have revealed it 

leffr a Woman than yourfelf ? Has fhe leis 

Temptation to the doing it ? She will have 

the fome Pleafure in telling it to another, 

be aflured, that you had in revealing it to 

her, and fhe will place the fame Confidence 

in the Perfon to whom fhe reveals it, that 

you placed in her; the fame that he who 

•entrufled yourfelf with it, placed in you. 

Are not thefe broken; and can you doubt 

but that the refl will all be broken like 

them ? But this is not all your Danger. 

The Secret will run fwift enough thro* all 

the female World this Ways and, while all 

.have it ii» Truft, all will repeat it: but there 

is 
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is tn Incident^ and 'tis a very common one 
among Women, under which it may, and 
it will be divulged at once to all the World, 
and you fiiall bo accufed of having told it. 
Womens* Fricndfhips with one another, my 
Dear, are very fraili they are contnufted 
without Thought, and they are broken with- 
out Provocation. A thoufand little Things 
may occur to occafion this, and the leaft 
of thefc will be fufficient. Women who 
break Friendfliip never become indifferent: 
They arc violent Enemies^ As they were 
carneft in their Friendfliips without enqui- 
ring whether there was Reafon, they are 
in the fame Manner outrageous in their 
Animofities, without knowing any Caufe« 
This is the Ficklenefs and the hafty Temper 
of the Sex, and we are all more or lefs ad- 
difted to it. You muft cxpe<ft it in your 
mofl intimate Acquaintances, and there^ 
fore let Prudence di<flate to you never to 
put it into the Power of any of them to 
hurt you. Remember you may quarrel 

with 
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with the perfan yoa are abeut to entruft: 
llecnember this, inay happen without any 
FauU of your own^ and therefore don't 
fupppfe, that though it is ncccffary you 
JhaulJ^ it is ppfTible you can guard againil: 
it. Rccollcft with yourfelf what wpuld he 
the ConfequenQe of having what your Huf- 
ban4, QUt of the Abundance of his AiFe<ai- 
on and Efteem, trufted you with, fpread 
through every Company, under the ag-r 
gravating Circuniftance pf yourfelf, having 
been the perfon whi?. difglofed it ; and 
while yow f^ the; Danger, avoid, whatyoH 
may, if you think prpper, the Oc<?afion* 

, I do npt imagine that you will he in the 
Way of any Inadvertence of Confequence, 
of this Kifld* There are Families wherp 
there ar<; Seccets oa which the Welfare and 
the veiy Bering of the perfons CQncerne4 
4epe^id; but you, are in no fuch SituatioA^ 
getweeii People whQ have h^ your littlq 
pe^in^s or Conneftion^i with the Worl4 

(for 
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(for your Hufband has had very little more 
of this than yourfelf) whofe Friends and 
nearcft Relations made the Alliance, whofe 
Fortunes are fo affluent, and whofe Cha- 
rafters are fo much above the Reach even 
of Malice, there can be no matter of effen- 
tial and neceflary Secrecy. But where there 
are not great Things, there are always little 
Ones, and in the Deficience of the others 
thefe become important. The Breach of 
Secrecy, in the moft trivial of thefe, is 
not the lefs a Breach for the unimportance 
of the Subject, Although he who entrufts 
you fhould not have Reafon to fet his Heart 
in any great Degree upon the Article ; 
yet Caprice may have been in the Place 
of Judgment, and he may have done fo, 
though he needed not. This may be an 
Occafion of his taking the higheft Offence.* 
Or even if it be not thus, fuppofe him to 
regard the matter as lightly as you do; yet' 
he will beforry, if he be not'vexed, to find 
you cannot be • truflcd. He will with 

Reafon 
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Reafon^ determine never to confide in you 
when the Nature of the Occafion renders 
the Confidence important ; and you will be 
unhappy if you but fufpedt that there is 
fonjething in his Mind which he keeps from 
you. 

You fee, my Dear> on how very little 
Things the Happinefs of a married Life 
may depend. You will iofe fomc Part of 
your Hufband> Efteem, which, to a wife 
Woman, is the moft valuable of all Trea- 
fures, by this idle Intemperance of Speech ; 
and you will be fubjedt to Hours, Days, 
Years, perhaps, of Uncertainty and Uneafi- 
nefs, while there is,, or while you do but 
fancy that there is, fomething in his 
Thoughts with which he does not entruft 
you. 'Ti,s poflible fomething may occur 
in the Courfe of his Affairs which he may 
wifli to reveal to you ; but dares not. To 
a full Mind there is no Relief like the 
having a^ bofom Friend, to whom it may 

K in 
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iQ Safety unload its inmoft Weight. Where 
is the Hu&and to look for this Friend, if 
not in his Wife ? And why will you rob 
him of the Advantage ? Why will you give 
him occafion (for this may be the Event) to 
£tck for that Friendfliip and Fidelity in fome 
other Breaft? Why will you give yourfelf 
the Pain of this real Diftrefs ! or fuppofing 
Nothing of this poffible to happen, why 
would you lay yourfelf under the Danger of 
imaginary Occafions of it; and lament at 
once the Defedl of his Efteem, and fome 
hidden Source of Difquiet, when both per- 
haps are imaginary ? 

All this, my Dear, depends upon the 
little Folly of talking of that which fhould 
be kept in Silence, Don't wonder, that I 
have been fo careful to admonifh you againft 
the Thing itfclf, becaufe it appears inconfi- 
derable ; 'tis not fo, you fee, in its EfFcds. 
*Tis on thefe little Points of Conduft that 
I chiefly defigned to write to you; and it is 

the 
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ihc more neceflary, bccaufe you can meet 
with no other Inftru<Slions on this head. 
The Moraiifts have difregarded thefe 
Things, as trivial, and below their Con- 
fideration) yet, trivial as they are, *tis on 
them that all the Colour of our Lives de- 
pends. They will advife you ferioufly, 
wifely, and gravely concerning Vices, and 
their EfFefts; but this to you is needlefs. 
I know you have none : Nay, you have 
not the very Seeds or Principles of them 
in your Temper ; but, my Dear, thefe 
little Inadvertencies, to which alone you 
are expofed> and concerning which they 
have written nothing; thefe arc the Rocks 
on which the Number of the married 
fplit. I have that Confidence in the na- 
tural Chaftity and common Virtue of my 
Sex to believe, that an Hundred are unhap- 
py for One that is vicious : But fure our 
Happinefs, my Dear> is worth our Care, 
and this is the Way to guard it. 

* ^ ^ ^ 

K« LETTER 
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LETTER XL 

Of natural ImperfeSiions. 

T Have led you by the Hand, my dear 

Niece, through feveral of the difficult 

and dangerous Stages in the Beginning of a 

married Life. I have been attentive to the 

Decorum as v^^ell as to the Duties you owe 

to your Hufb.and -, nor is there the mofl: 

delicate Subjedt which I would leave unr 

touched. Thefe are the Occafions on which 

you will be left uninformed by thofe who 

have written; and it will be dangerous to 

miftake, and very difficult to determine^ 

without Miftake, to whom yqu may apply 

in Conveifation. I need hot tell you that 

I am always at your Service, and that you 

will make me happy in employing me : j 

fhall take it as a Mark of your Prudence that 

you do not leave yourfelf folely to your own 

Opinion ; and my Happinefs is indeed fo 

much dependant on yours, that you need 

not 
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not doubt my utmoft Affiftances. I have 
fometimes thought this a Xufficient Reafon 
why I might have faved myfclf and you the 
-Trouble of thefe Letters; but it is. not fo.; 
Mine is not a Time of Life at which I can 
cxped: to fee many more Years. Thefc 
Letters will be a Legacy worth more to 
you than all I can give you befide, and by 
this Means you may have my Advice com- 
plete. This was one Reafon that induced 
me to write them ; but this was net the 
only one. We deliver our Thoughts withi- 
out Interruption upon Paper, and 'tis eafier 
to put them into Method, 

Araqng thefe and other Confiderations 
which might be named, you will, as I have 
done, find many that alone might fefve for 
-Apologies both to myfelf and you for the 
Trouble; but I have fallen upon another, 
which I had not before remembered, and 
which alone were enough. My laft has 
been upon the Subjed: of Secrecy, I have 
K 3 moil 
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moft carncftly rcqucfted of you to picfervc ^ 
this inviolable How then can you at once 
afk and follow my Advice ? The very ap- 
plying to me is breaking that Secrecy which 
I have recommended to you to be held £o 
facred. This muft appear from the Courfc 
of that Letter; but the Subjed of this will 
be more evidently a Proof of it. I had 
Reafon when I began ; I have double Rea^ 
fon to proceed. My Dear, lay by my Letr- 
ters with ^ much Care as I have written 
them; Inftead of confulting me, have re- 
courfe to then^ whenever you want advice/ 
There may be Subjeds on which ypu wpuld 
be afhamed ; there may be Subjeds on 
which ypu pught tp be afraid to fpeak to 
miB : Confult thefe in my Place,, and it 
fhall -be my Care, as I efteem it my Duty, 
upon this Confideratipn to make them as 
Cpmplete as wy Abilities will Ie{ me# 

I h^ve told you, my Dear, there may bp 
Qccafion^i on \^hich it W9uld not be pro,r 
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per nor right for you to apply even to me, 
I have mentioned Secrets, with which it 
would be criminal to entruft even your 
ncareft Friends : I am about to Name the 
moft tender and the mod important of them 
all- 

You will remember. Child, that, as 
mortal Creatures, we are all liable to Im« 
perfections* It was not intended that we 
ihould be Perfect, nor are any of us fo. 
Some have more, and fome have lefs, of 
thefe Deficiencies which we inherit from 
our Nature; but none, is wholly without 
them. You muft have confidered your 
Hufband as no better than a human Crea•^ 
ture, altho' you have Reafon to efleem him 
one of the moft amiable among them. If 
you married Him under this Confideration, 
it was with the Expeftation that there muft 
be fome Defeat, fome Imperfection about 
him. The Eyes of Affedtion may not be 
Open to this, be it what it' will i but it 
K 4 wouli 
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would be ftrangc indeed if it fliould not be 
fomething,. That AfFedtion may be * fo 
powerful in you, that it may difguife this 
Defetft, whatfoever it is, altho' great; or 
it may be fo little, as not to be worthy of 
Regard : Still I tell you, however, you will 
find fomething, Do not be furprifed that 
you knew it not long fince; fbr who ex- 
pofes purpofely his Weaknefics ? Men are 
careful to hide all their Faults, but cfpecially . 
thofe of Natcjre, and they are. right .'to. do fo^ 
fince they are not Things in whicK them^ 
felves are guilty, or which their Applica- 
tion can amend. That you difcovered this 
^ot before, be it what it will, is no Shame 
to you; if you have not yet difcoyered it, 
'tis to your honour. Your Fondnefs has 
ihut your Eyes to the Sight of it; but as 
the Fondnefs of the Bride does riot laft /or 
ever, aUho', a better P^ffion fupplies its 
place in the fixed apd ratipnal Love of the 
Wife, you, ;f you have npt already difco«, 
yerecj will mpft ^ffur^dl^ difpover foniethin^ 
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of this Kind. This is a Secret, my Deaf^ 
with which your Hufband entrufts you, 
whether he chuies it or not. This is a Con- 
fidence which you poflefs as a Wife ; this ii 
of all Secrets the moft important ; and all 
the Duties of th? Wife join in declaring 
that it muft be inviolable. It may be im- 
prudent to betray the others ; but to give 
Breath to the leaft Hint concerning this, is 
criminal ^ 'tis what deferves Punifhment, 
and what will have it. 'Tis a Secret which, 
when difclofed but to one Perfon befide 
yourfelf, never can be kept. -Tis a Secret 
which your Hufband will be confcious none 
could divulge befide yourfelf; and as he will 
at once remember the Obligations under 
which Nature, Love, Gratitude, and Rea- 
fon laid you to have kept it; and recoUeft 
the unjuft Difgrace that will be refledled 
upon him from your divulging it. He will 
have both Refentment in the higheft De- 
gree, and. Reafon alfo, in fome Degree, ne- 
ver to forgive you. All the Contempt which 
• * , the 
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the World will beftow upon him on this 
Occafion^ he will return upon you; and he 
will have Juftice, for his is a Fault of Na- 
ture, in which his own Mind has no Share i 
yours is your own and Voluntary^ 

When I tell you, my Dear, that it is na-r 
tural to fuppofe, as no Man can be perfcAi 
that he who has made you happy by his 
Choice, muft, or may have fome Defed^ 
fome Infirmity, or fome Imperfedion ; I 
am as far from guefling what that may be, 
as I am from knowing that it is fo. Some 
have from Nature a thoufand, fome but one : 
In fome the fingle Imperfedlion is equal to 
a thoufand, in others it is inconfiderable. 
\yhatever it be, if you have not difcovered 
it, feek not after it. Although it is not 
in Nature to be fo; yet you may believe, 
and it will be Virtue in you to believe, that 
he is perfeft; at Icaft take your Difcovery of 
it when that ihall happen, upon your own 
Opinion,, and not on that of any other* 
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'TIs Virtue to be infenfiblc of the Imper- 
fedtions of a Friend, much more of a Huf- 
band; and it accufes her, who is too inqui- 
fitive t® diftinguifli, and too nice in the 
Regret with which fhe endures them, of 
having in her Thoughts, if not within her 
Knowledge, others in whom they may be, , - 
or /he fancies they may be wanting. 

I remember to have heard of a Roman 
Lady, who, when fhe was blamed by her 
Hufband for not having told him that there 
was fomething difagreeable in his Breath, 
replied with that honourable Ignorance 
which became a virtuous Wife, that fhe 
had fuppofed all Men were equally fubjedt 
to this Defed. Oppofe to this, my Dear, 
the Concjuci of your unhappy Friend, you '^ 

know who 'tis I mean, a Sufpicion, which, 
if innocent, fhe could not have conceived to 
be the Beginning of all her Misfortunes, and 
jt was a Beginning worthy of all that followed. 
l^^X not th? Difcpqrfe of others lead you to 

form 
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form Idea^> iind to judge from thofc Ideas 
of that in which they, may deceive you -, in 
which 'tis almoft certain that they will de- 
ceive .you. Be upon your Guard even 
againft /our own Senfes, that they do not 
tniflead you on fo important and fo danger- 
pus a Subjedil ; much more againft the 
Difcourfe of others, who perhaps mean 
nothing but to miflead you. Be like the 
Roman Matron, in her Ignorance; and if 
you find in any thing your Hufband lefs 
agreeable than your uninformed Fancy made 
you fuppofe you fliould, imagine that all 
Men are fo. You have no Way to know, 
nor have you any Right to guefs, -that it is 
•otherwife. 

It is not only that your Hufband may 
•with Right hz offended at you for difclofing 
Imperfedlions, of which he is confcious, 
and which, if it were in his Power, he 
would remedy ; but which, as it is not, 
your Fault is the greater in revealing, as he 

has 
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has none -In the bearing them. There is a 
hidden Danger to which you aiSs expofed in 
it, and by which you may fufFer in fome 
Degree unjuftly; yet you will not deferve 
any pity on that Head. You may betray to 
others, Defefts and Imperfedions in him, 
of which he is not confcious in himfelf. 
Cuftom and Familiarity will difguife many 
Things to the Perfon unto whom they be- 
long; and even felf-Love, if they are very 
difagreeable ones, will fome times blind him 
to the Knowledge of them. What either 
of thefe Things would eifcd alone, both 
together will, aflu redly do with more Forced 
They will, in many of the lefler Defefts at 
leaft, conceal them perfectly from the Per- 
fon who is fubjedt to them. In this Cafe 
there is a double Danger, and no Caution 
can be too great againft it. This may be 
in all Refpefts the Cafe, my Dear, and 
therefore all this Caution is required in 
every Cafe : All this Abhorrence of re, 
vealing what it can do you no good to tell ; 

but 
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but which it will be moft diiagteeable ta 
him to have told. You may, in revealing 
fuch a little Secret, not only call down his 
Refentmcnt for your Want of friendly 
Secrecy ; but you may appear to him in 
the yet more ofFenfive and unpardonable 
Light of an Inventor, as well as Propagator 
of his Scandal; as a malicious Perfon, who^ 
out of your own unjuft Diftafte to him, 
would endeavour, by falfe Accounts, to 
render him diftafteful to the World. 

Think, my Dear, think with Horror 
on this Confequence : What can be , more 
terrible than for a Wife to have forfeited 
thus perfectly all Title to her Hufband's 
Confidence, Efteem, and Friendfhip; and 
to have done all this, by what ? By Folly. 
For what End? For none. It will ag- 
gravate the Confideration, that fhe is 
confcious of her Innocence in the one 
Part of the Charge, as clearly as fhe is 
of her Fault in the other. But how to 

make 
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make that Innocence appear ? Shall (he 
explain herfelf to her injured Hu(band ? 
Therfe is no Word that can be named in 
the Tranfadion but will inflame the Dif- 
pute. But fuppofe (he perfift, and think of 
bearing this in the Way to doing herfelf 
Juftice, how is fhe to obtain it ? Her Huf- 
band is her Judge, and he is poiTeiTed in 
favor of himfelf* It may be, a long Cuftom 
has deadened his own Senfes, to that in 
himfelf, which is {o dif agreeable to her: 
It may be an Infirmity, which, in its own 
Nature, is not to be diftinguifhcd by the 
Perfon. There are many fuch, and that 
in particular which was the Misfortune of 
the Roman Hufband is of that kind. Can 
(he perfuade him of that which he has 
no Convidtion of in himfelf, and which 
concerns no other Perfon ? Impoffi- 
hie. The Event is eafy; Obftinacy, and 
a Love of Contention, are added to the 
former Charge of her V/ant of Secrecy, 
and her Ill-will in the inventing the 

Thing 
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Thing charged upon . him : And undeif 
fuch an Accumulation of Sufpicions, fome 
Part of which at leaft 'tis evident muft be 
true, 'tis no Wonder that, they become 
irrecoverable. 

But, my. Dear ***, here is another 
Thought moft naturally ftarted, Mrhich may 
at once alarm you, and make you very 
tender in your Diftaftes on thefe Accounts. 
You find we may be liable to Imperfedions 
which ourfelves are not acquainted with : 
I think no Woman can be farther -^ from 
the Appearance of but the leaft. of them^ 
than yourfelf ; . and yet ^'tis not impoflible^ • 
although unknown to me, that fomething 
of this kind may be too plain to your Huf. 
band ; though unknown, you fee^ evea 
to yourfelf. •. Since then there., is but a . 
poflibility that this may. be the Cafe, can 
you be too tender in thofe Cenfures which> , 
though only in your owii Mind, you fling 
upon your Huiband : . How know you but 

while 
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while you are thus inquifitive to find fome 
naturd Defed: in him> he may be as in- 
duftrioufly labouring to difguife to himfelf 
fonfie Imperfection of yours. Think, my 
Dear, how amiable a Light he will appear 
in, and Jn how hateful a 6ne you would, 
could you be guilty of fuch a Folly, iu this 
* Circumftance. Do not fuppofe that the 
one may not happen as well as the other : 
Nay, do not flatter yourfelf that the oAe is 
at all lefs Ukely to happen than the other. 
You are, like* him, an human Creature, 
aad we are all liable, you know, to thefe 
.Defects. You may not be lenfible of it, 
altho' he is ; for it is a moft certain Truth, 
that many of thefe Things, though vifible 
in the moft difagreeable Manner to others, 
are quite hid from ourfelve;s. I do not 
fuppofe you, my Dear, fubjedt to the Im- 
perfedion of this kind; much lefs can I 
think you capable of a Fault like the other. 
Pray underftand me as I mean, as only lay- 
irtg down to you, who are a Wife, all that 

L may 
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may regard the Condud of a Wife. Sup- 
pofe feme other ; for it is impoiSble that 
you (hould place yourfelf, as much as it is 
that I fliould place you, in this Situation ^ 
imagine, I fay, fome other Perfon in it. 
The Wife, and the beloved Wife, (for that 
muft be the Circumftance of a virtuous, and 
a worthy Man) enjoying all that can be call- 
ed real Satisfadlion in this Life, and with a 
Profpeft of its continuing fo long as. her 
Life continues^ Fancy hef beloved in the 
tendereil Manner by her Hufband, who, 
perhaps ignorantly to himfelf, is fubjedt 
to fome Defeft of this kind, and fancy her 
revealing it to fome Intimate, that Intimate 
to her Acquaintance, and they to all the 
World : Suppofe the Hulband meeting every 
where with the Infult of this Reproach, as 
coming from his Wife, and at the lame 
time fuppofe that he thinks it feigned and 
pretended on her Part, remembering on his 
own that he is not only concealing from the 
World fome real Impcrfeftion of hers, but 

labouring 
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labouring to fhut his Scnfes agamft it. Her 
real Infidelity will be aggravated by the fup- 
pofcd Malice and Falfehood of the Afperfion, 
and both by his own Goodnefs and Genero- 
fity. The Confequence is cafily feen; he 
muft defpife and hate her. The prefent 
Peace of her Life is deftroyed, and all Prof- 
ped: of future Happinefs is facrificed, and 
Ihe is either to be feparatcd from him for 
ever, or pafs a Life with him more into- 
lerable, though lefs diflionourable than the 
Separation. 

I have drawn you the full Length, Child, 
of a moft difguftful Pidture ; but you will 
underftand it rightly. 'Tis fit you fhould be 
acquainted with the worft Confequences that 
can attend the Faults of a married Beha- 
viour, that, feeing to what little Things 
even thefe ifi their greateft Extent ma^ be 
ov^^ing, you may be, as you ought, upon 
your Guard againft even the leaft of them. 
Adieu, then; I am as weary as you can be 

L 2 of 
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of fo difagreeable a Theme : Let us forget 
it; but never let us forget what may be its 

OccafioM. 

* * * 



LETTER XIL 

On the Government of the Thoughts. 

T Have taken up a great deal of your Time, 
my deareft ***, in cautioning you againft 
the common Miftake young Wives fall 
into, of making Confidants ; and againft 
entruftmg thefe with what ought to be the 
moft inviolable of all Secrets, the Defeats or 
Imperfe<ftions, if there fhould be any fuch, 
of your Hulband. This, to the generality of 
Wives, would be all that the moft tender 
Friend could think it neceiflary to mention; 
all that fuch would need, or would be ca- 
pable of guarding againft; but, when I 
confider that it is to you I write, I know I 
may fay more. I have told you that it is 

imprudent 
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imprudent and ungrateful td Mention, even 
to your grcateft Favourite, the leaft Defedt 
or Imperfecftion, or any Thing that may feem 
but difagreeable to you in the Perfon of 
your Hufband : This, my Dear is your 
Duty ; but more is required of you by Rea- 
fon, as I have already on feveral Occafions 
faid to yoU;, than is commanded by Duty. 
There are Ways of doing that which it is 
proper to do, and of letting alone that which 
is improper, which have in themfelves as 
much Merit as the very.Adl: itfelf. It is 
concerning thefe that I have principally writ- 
ten to you : There are thefe delicate and 
tender Points in every Part of a married Life, 
knd under eyery Gircumftance of it, on 
which not only the very greateft Happinefs 
depends; but they even didlate the Man- 
ner as well as Neceffity of the others, 

A Confideration of thefe has been the very 

occafion and purpofe of thefe Letters which 

I have written to you. They are, and the 
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rtft of them will be the fame, rather on the 
Decorum, than immediately on the Duties of 
a married Life ; and, as I have told you juft 
now, the latter of thefe depends ypon the 
former. Many grave Authors have written 
of the one ; but none of them have touched 
upon the other. It is therefore that thefe 
Books appear uncouth and harfh, forbidding 
and dif^greeable. As Men of Senfc and of 
Jleligion they have been enabled to prefcribe 
|hc Rules i but they have no knowledge of 
the Manner in which they are to be obeyed* 
They have not been married; they are not 
Women i and believe me, my Dear, there is 
nothing befide Experience that can give 
J^effons upon fo nice a Point. Thofe who 
remember in what themfelves have fucceed- 
cd, and ii> what they have failed ; what has 
been thp Qccafiqn of Happinefs to them, 
and what had like to have \>em an Occafion 
pf Mifery, can, by the Admonittons of that 
^lemeii^braiicp, ^vif^ others how to obtain^ 
^4 bow ^p avoid, what they may hope^ ancj 
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what they ought to fear. Think yourfelf 
happy, my de^reft ***, that you have the , 
Advantage of fuch an Experience ; think 
nothing tedious or trifling that you nieet 
with in thefe Letters: Thofe who defpife 
Trifles find themfelves dcftroycd by them. 
Be attentive to the Virtues and the Duties 
of thai Condition into which you have 
thrown yourfelf, with very Uttle Knowledge 
of it; you know their concern; but be as 
careful of the Manner in which you do them; 
for, without that, what is good may be un^ 
graceful, and you may be unhappy, although 
you are virtuous. 

I have told you that Faults in a Wife ge- 
nerally grow upon very flight Foundations, 
the woril of them proceed from Things in 
themfelves trifling; but their Increafe is 
certain. The Acorn is fmall when it is 
planted in the Earth; but he mufl: be very 
ignorant indeed who affedls to wonder at the 
large Tree that grovjrs from it. My Dear, 
L 4 watch 
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watch the firft Motions of* your Heart ia 
Secret : Corredl them if they are amif^ ; 
encourage and continue them if they are good ; 
for upon thefe all depend. They are the 
firft (hoots of every Flower that can adorn 
the Garden of Marriage, and of every 
Weed that can deform it* They may be 
rooted up with Eafe when young, or thej 
may be cherifhed with a little Trouble, and 
all the future ProfpecSt will depend upou 
them. 

. I have cautioned you againft revealing any 
Thing concerning the Imperfedions of your 
Hufband : Let me now tell you that, if you 
•ar? good and wife In the Degree that I exped: 
to fee you, and that I am perfuaded I fhall 
fee you, you will take Pains to conceal 
them not only from others, but even from 
yourfelf. I have told you what may ferve as 
?.n Example : I have fet before you the 
Condud of a Hufband, perhaps your own 3 
for I tell you that^ without your knowing it, 

he 
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he may be concealing, fo far as it is poffible, 
even from himfelf, fomething that is difa- 
greeable in you ; and I have defigned it as 
a Model for your own. Although it will be 
acting up to your Duty, my Dear, if you 
conceal from the World and keep within 
your own Breaft fuch Failings or Defeats as 
you, and only you, may have Opportunities 
of difcovering ; yet a good Wife, nay, a 
wife one, if there were no more than that in 
it, will do more than her Duty: She will 
not content herfelf that her Conduft is un- 
blameable, fhe will endeavour to make it 
meritorious, and will lay a 'Claim to thp 
Gratitude as well as the Acknowledgments of 
the Hufband's Heart, and to the Applaufe as 
well as the Approbation of her own. 

You will do all this, my Dear; I know 
you would ; and to purfue the Plan of my 
forn^er Letter, let me inform you how this 
may be done, even under the leafl: advan- 
tageous Circumftances. We will fuppoie 

your 
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your Hufband has ibme natural Infirmity or 
Failing in his Perfon, or in his Conftitution, 
which according to the Admonition I have 
given you already, you would be very cer- 
tain to keep from the Knowledge of ail the 
World. There is yet a farther Step in your 
Power ; you may keep it almoft from your 
own. Thefe Things are in their own Na- 
ture but of little Confequence ; the Impor- 
tance which they have they receive from 
the Manner in which we treat them. 'Tis 
in your Power, by employing your Thoughts 
for ever upon this Defedl, whatfoever it be, 
to make it of the greateft Confequence : 'Tis 
in your Power alfo, by denying it that Re- 
gard, to reduce it almoft to nothing. I am 
furc I need not tell you, which of thefe is 
to be preferred. The Refpecft with which 
you treat your Hulband will be returned to 
yourfclf ; and all the Merit to which you 
can arrive upon this Head, is its own Re- 
ward : Let this encourage you. It is of 
great Importance to your Hufband's Peace 

to 
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to appear well to the World; it is of yet 
greater to appear well to you : Let him not, 
whUe you have the Virtue to aflure unto 
him the former, want the latter from your 
want of Affection. 

Many Perfons have never difcovered the 
moil confpicuous Imperfedions in their 
deareft and moft intimate Friends, till fomc 
foolifh and officious Perfon has named 
them ; or if they had feen them at the be- 
ginniog of an Acquaintance, length of 
Time, and Opportunity of obferving Things 
much more worthy of Regard in the Per- 
fon^ have got the better of the unfavourable 
Impreflion ; and, till this ill-timed mention 
of them, they have never been obferved, 
although perhaps afterwards never forgotten. 
The ill Qffice which thefe bufy People ad 
by one another do not you, my Dear, to 
yourfelf. Guard your Mind againft fuch 
Thoughts, and the Objedt of them will be 
(orgottep. 

Shall 
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Shall I fpeak fo you from Experience of 
the moft near kind. You remember your 
Uncle had a Defedt in one of his Legs; it 
had been broken when he wa,s an Infant, 
and ill fet. When he firft vifited me I never 
could keep my Eye from the Imperfection: 
Not good Nature, no, nor good Manners^ 
could influence me to do what I ought ; 
but believe me, when I was enough acquaint- 
ed with him to fee the Uprightnefs of his 
Heart, and Goodnefs of his Difpofition, 
I never fiiw the fhape of this Limb afterwards* 
I was young, my Dear, as you are, and I 
remember I was in Danger from an Incident 
which I cannot remember without defpifing 
it moft perfeftly. Some officious Friend, 
after I had many Years forgotten it, faid^ 
fhe had often thought what pity it was there 
was fuch a Blemifti about a very agreeable 
Man. My Dear, I had more Pain to get 
over this fecond Difficulty than the firft* 
My Eye was again involuntarily caft towards 
it, and I do alTure you^ the Peace of my 

Life 
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Life was never fo endangered as by this 
Accident. 

The Inftance I mention can be no exadt 
Parallel to any Thing that concerns you 5 
but what a buiy Friend did for me, or fhall 
I fay a bufy Enemy did ^gainji me in this 
Cafe, your own Thoughts may do, with , 
regard to yourfelf on fome like Occafion, 
I am convinced that your Hufband has no 
Imperfeftion, Blemifh or Defed: about bim, 
which can come within the Knowledge of 
any one except yourfelf: I dare fay that he 
has none which can be known even to your- 
felf; but I am giving general and do not 
let them appear particular y Cautions. Al- 
though he had no fuch Defed at the Time 
when you married, 'tis poffible that it may 
happen afterwards, Sicknefs, or the very 
courfe of Time, or a thoufand Accidents, 
may occafion it ; and, being the Effeft of 
thefc, and therefore the fault of Nature, not 
his own, you can have no Right to be dif- 

pleafed 
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pleafed with him for it. The, fame Acci- 
dents may alfo happen to you: therefore, 
remembering what you would expcdt on that 
Occafion, do the fame. 

I have been all this Time endeavouring, 
upon the principles of Love, of Virtue, of 
Reafon, and of Self-Intercft, to eftabliih in 
you a Refolution of feeing as little as pofliblc 
any Thing in your Hufband which he wifhesi 
hid, or which, if he knew it, he would be 
inclined to wifh hid. Be convinced, my 

Dear, and follow the Advice ftriftly and 

* 

cautioufly. Whatever may be leaft agree- 
able, for there is nothing difagreeable, about 
his Perfon, think leaft: of it. It is your 
Duty, and your Intereft to refpeft him, and 
you will find your Account in it. Shall I 
advife you freely ? Confider whether there 
be any Thing in your own Figure that is 
lefs pleafing than the reft: of it : I own, my 
Dear, your Enemies would not be able to 
find this : but yet yourfelf, perhaps, on the 

moft 
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moft important Occafi9n on which I advifo 
you to make the Enquiry, may. Confult 
your Glafs, confult yourfclf freely and im- 
partially ; if there be any Thing with which 
you can but remember that you was once 
difpleafed, before the Applaufe of others bu- 
ried the Thought of it ; recall this to your 
Memory, and doubt not but your Hufband 
has Eyes to it, although he purpofely and 
good-naturedly ihut them. Let this be your 
Refi>urce, and make his Conduct your Ex- 
ample. Whenever the mifchievous Recol- 
ledion of fomething, be it ever fo little dif- 
agreeable, or be it but imaginarily difagree- 
able, in him, would force itfelf upon your 
Thoughts, turn them to this little Blemifli 
of your own. It will anfwer a thouiand 
Purpofes : It will infpire Humility and Gra- 
titude : It will tell you that you have no 
Right to that Opinion by which he repre- 
fents you as perfed in his own Confideration, 
and confequently that it is an A<ft of Merit 
in him to do fo. This Recolledtion wijU^ 

on 
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on thcfe Principles, my Dear, ferve you on 
a double Account: Inftead of your dwelling 
upon the Remembrance of what, though in 
itfelf a Trifle, might yet tend to render him 
difagreeable to you, on your Aflfedlion for 
whom, your Peace and Happinefs depends^ 
it will at once teach you to look with fome 
Degree of Humility on yourfelf and with a 
new Refpedt on him : While it ihews you 
in the fame lAght your Defects and Ms Per- 
feiflions, it will be an Occafion of your being 
moderate in your Opinion of your own Me- 
rit and warm in your Love to him. 

Thefe are Confiderations that may appear 
new to you, and the Advice pojflibly feem 
harfh ; but you will reconcile yourfelf to it. 
I own that Vanity is a prevailing and pleafing 
Paflion with us ; and that it is too frequently 
the principal one in the Female Heart ; but 
'tis a fource of Mifchief, and does not obtain 
us that Refpea which it demands of others, 
but their Contempt. 'Tis not to be encou- 
raged : 
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taged: You will haVc R^afon endugh, my 
Dear^ to find it is not : And this will be one 
of the moft happjr. Methods oA which it is 
poffible for you to fall for the fubduiag it. 
When you think not fo well of yourfelf as 
the World thinks of you, you enfure that 
good Opinion : When they difcover that 
you think better, they withdraw it in 
proportion. I mention this. My Dear, 
as an accidental Advantage that will attend 
this fludied and becoming confcioufiiefs of 
any Defeft in yourfelf; but the great Cir- 
cumftance is that, on which I founded the 
Obfervation^ As your good Qualities 
are more the Concern of your HuAand 
than they arc of the World, bis Eyes will 
be more open than thofe of the World to 
them. 

And this will be your greateft and raoft 
eflential Happinefs. You will, by this 
Condud, while you are reducing your 
Senfe of your o\yn Merit into Bounds that 

M aU 
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all People will call moderate, be railing your 
Ideas of your Hufband's Perfedions. He 
will double his Senfe of all chofe good Qua- 
lities in you, which you fcem not to prize 
highly enough yourfclf : And he will love 
you for acknowledging Merit in him as much 
as if yourfelf poffefled it. 
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LETTER XIIL 

OfConfent of I'bougbt in the Affairs of Life^ 

T Congratulate with myfclf, as well as you^ 
my dearcft ***, that I have gone through 
the moft unpleafing Part of my Advice to 
you. Whatever is difagreeable to you ia 
the reading, be aflured, has been more (o 
to me in the writing. But MedicineSt how- 
. ever diftafteful to the Palate, are often ne- 
cefTary; and the Wife, will fwallow them, 
by way of Prevention in Times of Danger. 
I am well convinced that all I have been 
writing in my two laft Letters, concerns 
neither you nor your Hufband at this Time.- 
I never fuppofed, or imagined, that it did ; 
bat I have told you that it may : And am 
happy that I have not left you unprovided 
againft the moft dangerous Attack that can 
be made upon the Felicity of the married 
Life; or unprepared to meet it be it ever fo 
M 2 fudden; 
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fudden; or what is much more dangerous^ 
be it ever fo fubtle or fo hidden an Attack. 
But we have done with it: And from the 
Confideration of what may be neceflary, let 
us pafs to the remainder of what certainly is 
fo. 

> 
My Dear, beware of that common Error^ 
that the Wife has no Bufinefs with her 
Hulband's Affairs. It has ruined the Peace 
of many, and the Profperity of more Fami- 
lies. There can be no concern of Impor- 
tance that is his, which is not equally yours. 
You have Underftanding that may be ufeful 
to him in the Management of the moft 
difficult and nice Events; he will wifh to 
have a Friend with whom he can advife, to 
whom he can unburthen his Heart, and 
communicate his Sentiments on fuch Oc- 
calion. And who fo proper as yourfelf ? 
Take care that he may fee none is fo 
worthy of the Confidence. 

But 
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But in the avoiding one Fault, be careful. 
Child, that you don't run into another : Its 
common for the dread of one Extreme ta 
drive People of weak Minds y upon the Op* 
pofite J but this is not your Danger. There 
is not any Part of the Condu<5t of a Wife fo 
elTential as thi$ : I an) forry to fay there is 
not any fo difficult ; but you have the Clue 
of Difcretion which will Jead you through aU 
the Windings of the Labyrinth. Remem- 
ber, my Dear, that a middle Conduft, be- 
tween the Extremes of one Part and th^ 
pther, is generally the right: It is in no- 
thing fo efleijtial as in this : The Point at 
which you are to aiip is the njiddle State 
between Negleft and Impertinence : The 
one is not more mifchievous than the other is 
troubiefome. 

Remember, as an univerfal Rule, and have 

recourfe to it to try your Condud upon all 

Occafions, that, your Intereft and your Duty 

gre to have a general Knowledge of the Af- 

''M 3 fairs 
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fairs of your Hufband; but not a particular 
one : The firft is ufef ul, the other is idle and 
unneceflary: It would very ill become the 
Wife who did but afFcd the Charafter of a 
good one, not to know whether fhe had one 
thoufand Pounds a Year, or five to live upon; 
but it would be a Blemifh in the Charafter 
of the beft, to be inquifitive what Money 
her Hufband fpent in his common Occafions ; 
or at what time every particular Tenant paid 
him^ 

I do not know a better Rule, after the firft, 
than that you are always ready to be infor- 
med of whatever your Hufband thinks pro^ 
per to communicate to ypu ; and that you 
are never foUcitous of knowing more. His 
Love to you will not fuflfer him to conceal 
any Thing of Moment from you;^ the knpw- 
. ing which can be of eithej: the leafl good or 
the leafl pleafure to you. If he keep from 
your Knowledge that which gives him Pain^ 
ftn^ WQuld pye it ypu ^Ifp 'vmieeefTarily, it 
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i^ mare than Impertinence ; it is Ingratitude 
to teize him to reveal it. His Love for you^ 
as it will influence him to communicate all 
his real Concerns, fo it will alfo plead with 
him to be careful of them. He who is 
happy with you will be careful that he con- 
tinues, fo; and he will know that in explain- 
ing to you what are the real Circumftanccs 
of his Affairs, he, at once, gives you a 
rational Aflurance of the continuance of that 
Happinefs, and arms you againft any little 
Temptation you might have to break in 
upon it, 

I don't know whether it have been owing 
to a Backwardnefs in the Hufband to explain 
his Circumftanccs, or to a Negligence in the 
Wife of attending to that Explanation ; but 
wherever the Fault has lain, I have been 
witnefs to the Effc^ in many Families, the 
Ruin of thofe who would otherwife have 
continued in Profperity: And of this you 
may be aflured, my Dear, that with the 
M 4 Deftrudtion 
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V 

Dcftruftion of the Fortune in this Cafe^* 
there always happens that of the Harmony, 
which alone could give them thp means o£ 
enjoying it. Let me be very plain with 
you, for the Importance of the Occafioj^ 
requires and will juftify it. I have feen 
among our own Relations, thofe whom no 
other Incident could have hurt, made miie- 
rable by this want of mutual Knowledge and 
mutual Confidence* 

You will know whom I mean, withoult 
explaining myfclf further. I don't know 
whether the Hufband omitted to tell, or the 
Wife neglected to regard the Situation of 
their Affairs; but this you fee, they lived at 
ten Times jheir Income, and they are ruined^ 
I am afraid the Fault was too much hers, 
and therefore I produce the iaftance by 
way of cautioning you againft it. This is 
the pipre deplorable, in that it happens the 
mpft paturally where the People love one 
gfjojher tppfti jhe W;fe is giddy and funs 
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into Expcnces fuitcd to her Inclination, not 
to her Cireumftances ; the Huflband is fen- 
fible of it, but he loves her too well to tell 
her fhc is wrong : He paij confent to the ■ 
Diftrefs which he fees in Profpeft, rather 
than intrude upon the immediate Pleafures 
of the Woman whonj he loves . What an 
AfHidlion muft this be to her Breaft after- 
ward, to confider that ihe has involved not 
only herfelf, but the Man who doats on 
her, in Difficulties, aad this becaufe he dott- 
ed on hen 

Yoy have been happy, my Dear, in mar- 
rying a Man of fuch a Fortune that it is not 
eafy ^to be hurt; but as with Mifers the 
defire gf lyjoney increafes with the Sum of it, 
fo with People pf Pleafure, and you arc too 
young »QtjtQ haye a Tafte for that, the Love 
of Expence increafes with the Means of it. 
Although it is AQt eafy to fuppofe your For- 
tune pould be hurt even by excefles, yet 
^l}ere is no Fortune but may be ruined; and 

there 
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there are Exceffes againfl which no Cir— 
cumftances can ftand it long. I tcU you in 
good Time, what poffibly may, not what is 
likely to happen : But be guarded againft it 
as much as if it were probable. It would 
be terrible to find occafion of denying your- 
felf many Things to which you had a natural 
Right, becaufe you had been idle enough to 
indulge in thofe to which you had not ; and 
it will be the more hard to be without ihefe, 
becaufe you had enjoyed thofe which were 
greater. Can there be a more aggravating 
Circumftance ? Yes, more than one, and 
you fhall hear them, becaufe I know it is 
the only way by which you can be informed 
of them, and they will guard you againft 
the very firft and llighteft Steps, towards 
what in others might end in complete Ruin* 
Would it not be a terrible Confideration, in 
the midft of the want of Things, which are 
in themfelves ufcful, to recollcdt that it is 
owing to the Indulgence in ibme other Ar- 
ticle, which while you enjoyed it in the 

fuUcft 
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* fuUeft Profufion, was not only ufelefs, but 
incapable of giving you Pleafurc : And to 
fum up the Account with that which will 
more than all other Confiderations, wound 
a tender and a generous Heart, whatever 
Affliftion and Remorfe muft attend the 
having involved in the Diftrefs a worthy and 
an indulgent Hufband ; who only fell into it 
becaufe he was too tender of your Peace, to 
check or ftop you in the.idleft of your Ex- 
travagancies. 

What muft be the Afilidion of that Wo- 
man (do not imagine, let me requeft it of 
you, that I level every Confideration at your 
immediate Circumftances ; that which I 
am about to Name can never become yours: 
But it is better to admonifli you by parallel 
Inftances, th^n to fhock you with what are 
dired, and may be unnecefTary.) What I 
JTay, muft be the Diftrefs of that Woman 
who, after ten or twelve years Marriage,' 
iSnds it impoflibJe to fupport a pair ofHorfes 

to 
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to her Coach, becaufe in the firft half dozen 
Years ihe would not be drawn by lefs than 
fix : What of that fallen Grandeur, which 
becaufe at firft it would eat only on Plate, 
cannot at laft afford to fup on China. But 
to return froin generals, to what will inte- 
reft and concern you in particular : My 
Dear, be cautious, but that is not all the 
Charge I have to give you ; be circumfpe^fi 
not only over your Aftions and your Incli- 
nations, but over the firft and the leaft Ten- 
dencies of your Thoughts toward Extrava- 
gance. 'Tis op the Regulation of thele 
that all depends : I have told you, and I 
repeat it, that 'tis thefe which are the real 
Spring of the greatcft Things that can con^ 
pern you, and therefore it is that I have 
been fo careful in di reding all my Advice 
and Adn^onitior) towards thcf?. Do not 
imagine frpm wha^ I am faying, th^t I have 
any Defign to fet you againft the innocent 
gnd proper Enjoyments of Life, nay, not 
againft its Indulgencies. There are a vaft 

many 
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many Things People of your Fortune may 
allow themfelves without being extravagant : 
Nay, 'tis hardly eafy to fay in general, fetting 
afide Play, what could defervc the Name; 
but ftill, my Dear, be careful, although 
nothing that you can immediately fall upon 
can well deferve to be called Excefs; yet 
Things which you can at the Extent of 
Prudence and Oeconomy, afford may, nay, 
and they will naturally lead you to thofe 
which you cannot. Here is. the Danger : — 
And you muft guard againft its firft Ap- 
proaches^ 

Be careful, my Dear, how you enter on 
any new Article of Expence upon your own 
Opinion : Nor defpife the Confideration 
becaufe trifling in itfelf: *Twill be the Road 
to what is important* I would have you 
ftart at the leaft Innovation in your Ex- 
pence or Family. Two additional Servants 
lead the Way to twenty : The hiring a 
country Seat in a more coi^venient Situation, 

will 
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will lead to the buflding one. Whatfoever 
is done of this kind, let it be your Hufband's 
Aft, not yours. Nor think it any Autho- 
rity or Excufe for you, that if it be your 
Propofiil he makes no Objcdlions. His 
AfFedtion to you may prevent his fpeaking, 
even where his Reafon would incline him 
to it : And what can be fo ungrateful as to 
take fuch Advantage of fuch a Paffion. 

But this is not all, you are not only to 
have an Eye upon your own Condudt in this 
important Article, but on his. I need not 
tell you, my Dear, with how much Cau- 
tion fuch a piece of Advice is to be obeyed : 
But yet it is to be obeyed. You cannot be 
too fevere in your Examination of your 
own Condufl: on this head ; and you cannot 
be too referved and delicate in that of your 
Hufband. 

I have told you that his AfFedion for you 
may prevent him from pointing out to you, 

even 
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even in the gentlcft Manner, Errors in your 
Condud;: The fame AiFedipn may blind 
Jbim ^o to Errors in his own, when they 
are fuch as lead to Things that will give 
you greater Pleafure. In this Cafe, furely, 
the Affedion, which ought on your Part to 
be in equal Meafure with his own, will 
dired: you to fee for him, and although 
your own Intereft or yoUr own Indulgence 
is concerned, it will influence you to fpeak 
againft them. There cannot be in any 
Thing fo much Premeditation neceflary as 
in the fpeaking on fuch an Occafion: Yet 
of all other Opportunities, the Occafion you 
will have of doing it on thefe Terms will be 
the moil favourable, and will take off the 
moft of that Reftraint. I need not tell you 
that the Language of a Wife on fuch a 
Subjed, is to be that of Apology, a fear of 
difobliging, and a confcioufnefs that it is 
caiy for her to be miftaken : But with all 
this there may be Room for Rbafon. And 
when her Hulband fees that her Love is t^ie 

Source 
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Source of her Care, and difcovers that Ga;r» 
to be employed againft herfelf, not in fa- 
vour of any Thing that might give her Plea- 
fure, he v^rill not only liften, and be indul- 
gent to the Prefumption of the Advice, tho' 
it ought not to wear the full Force of Advice 
neither: He vrill love the Perfon who fees 
his Intereft and her own to be the fame; 
and who, in that Confideration, cannot 
only decline, but fear the Appearance of 
what feems to give her but the Prefe- 
rence* 

Here, my Dear, is an Article, under 
which there appears a Method of making 
that which is the moft ofFenfive, and the 
moft dangerous of all the Duties of a Wife, 
pleafing and meritorious. 'Tis fo in many 
ether Particulars when they are rightly 
ftudied. The prudent Wife will not only 
avoid the common Occafions of Offence, 
but (he will make thofe Things her Ad- 
vantage, which to another are moft fataj* 

You 
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'Vouwill perhaps fee fome Occafion In which 
not your own Concerns but his, are leading 
to Extravagance : You will fee that not his 
Indulgence to you, but his Propenfity to 
Racings or to any other of the fafliionable 
Follies of the great, is the objedt of your 
Danger: This is a much more difficult taik 
for you than the former; but the Duty in- 
creafes with the difficulty; and the more 
Danger may attend the Attempt, the more 
Caution is neceffary in the making it ; but 
there is no Plea for declining it. 

You will know that 'tis very tenderly, 
fuch a Thing can be mentioned to him: 
You will know, that to provoke him, is to 
render him refolute and obftinate ; chufe a 
proper Moment : Be not rafh even in the 
Refolution, much lefs in the executing it. 
Wait to deliberate, and be firft certain that 
it is neceflary you ftiould fpeak ; thert be 
careful that you Ipeak in a proper Time, 
and that you do it with proper Refpedl and 

N Caution. 
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Caution. Hint your meaning firft in remote 
Terms. Speak of others who have fallen 
into the Folly, without feeming to think 
him in any Danger of it. If he receive 
this with Temper, you are fuxe to fuccced, 
perfift; but let not the Profpedt of fuccefs 
make you rafh: Nor fuiFer his Willingnefs 
to liften to you, when you fpeak as you 
ought, to encourage you to expeft the fame 
favourable Attention to Things that you 
ought not to fay. Remember that it has 
been to the remote Manner in which you 
named this Matter that you owe the happy 
Confequences of your having named it, and 
to continue them, purfue the fame plaij. 
Never let it feem to have entered into your 
Imagination that he was in Danger, but urge 
from Time to Time new inftances of the 
Weaknefs of engaging in fuch Attempts, 
and of the Ruin that has attended the doing 
fo, he will be won perfedly : He will not 
only pay the more Attention to your Reafons^ 
for the diftant Manner of your urging them, 

but 
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but he wilX on the Principle t haVe been 
inculcating, throughout the preceding Let- 
ter, love you for the Virtue of trying, even 
vrhile you v^ere uneaiy at his Weaknefles, 
to fliut your Eyes upon them ; and even, to 
be ignorant of them while you advifed againft 
them. 

A Conqueft of this kind, my Dear, will 
give you more folid, and more rational 
Pleafure, than any of your celebrated Beau- 
ties, ever felt from all their imaginary Vic- 
tories; and you will have a Right to pride 
yourfelf upon it. 'Tis not this Circumftancc 
alone, the cautious Behaviour I have named 
will be of ufe to you. What is in this 
Manner delivered as particular, will ferve 
as general Admonition ; and tho' you ne- 
ver Ihould have this exadt Occafion to employ 
it, ypt keep it in your Mind for others. 
Truth, is Truth for ever, and on all Occa- 
fions; and that Behaviour which is right in 
N 2 one 
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one Circumftance, will fhew ypu what i9 
alfo proper in another. 

I have told you how you are to continue 
your Behaviour if the firft Step fucceed ^ 
and 'tis ten thoufand to one that it will do 
fo. There yet remains, however, to confi- 
der what would be your proper conduct if 
it fhould fail' : Thjs is a more difficult part 
in the Execution, but not in the Determi- 
nation : Fewer Words will deliver it; and 
tho' it be not eafy, you muft remember, my 
Dear, that it is necefTary you fhould praftife 
it. If on the firft remote Hint he become 
difpleafed : If he hear you unwillingly ; if 
he try to fliift the Subjedl ; or rf he be ab- 
folutely peevi/h, give it up entirely. I don^t 
fay, my Dear, that. you are to give it up 
for ever, but for that' Time entirely. Be 
aflured he is either devoted to the Mifchief 
paft all reclaiming ; tho' that would be the 
laft Thing to fufped:, or elfe he is involved 
fo deeply in the prefent Scheme,' that *tis 

impoffible 
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impoffible for him to get back if he ever fo 
much wifh it. This is much more likely to 
be the Cafe, and I need not fay how much 
it is the happier: In this fituation you will 
have nothing to do but to wait with Pati- 
ence for the Event, and to pray that it may 
be unfortunate to him in the immediate 
Chance. 

Few who fit down to Play, or who engage 
themfelves in any fpecies of Gaming,, know 
what is the Confequence of the firft Decifi- 
on : To win is often to be undone : To 
lofe is the fingle Means of their Security, 
Be not uneafy at the Sum that depends on 
the firft Bett : Enquire not after it ; and if 
you come by Accident to the Knowledge, 
let it not give you concern that it is confi- 
derable. In your Hope that he willlofe, 
the largef it is the better, becaufe it will 
the more deter him from repeatijig the 
Hazard, Men are all backward in this 
dangerous Folly at the firft 5 'tis pnly Cuf- 

N 3 torn 
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torn that familiarifes them ; and he who is 
thoroughly chagrined at the firft Lofs, will 
i^ot continue it \nto a Cuftom. 

Althp' I would have you of all Things 
avoid meddling ii> your Hiifband's privat? 
Concerns, or enquiring into thofe trifling 
Affairs which he may wifh to have remain a 
Secret ; yet this is far from a trivial Con- 
cern, and it will juftify your Curjofity. I 
mean, that it will juftify it to yourfelf, for 
nothing . can do fo to him. Therefore 
altho* 'ti? neceflary to enquire, it is as necef- 
fary and as important to ypu to do this in 
fuch a Manner that he may not difcover yoi; 
are enquiring* It will not be difficult for 
you to know the particular Subjed: on which 
he is interefted : And it will be lefs difficult 
to kr>ow when and how t^at will be de- 
cided. 

I have cautioned you, my dearell ***^ 
%rt^ pp Cftu^ipn fan be too flrid iipon fo 



( i83 ) 

material a Point, to be filent in your Re- 
monftrances, let them have been ever fo 
remote, as foon as you have found that he 
is averfe to hear them : But when you have 
watched this Time, you may and you muft 
fpeak again. I do not tell you there can be 
too much Tendernefs in the Manner, or too 
many Confiderations as to the bringing this 
about; but ftill it mud be done. I fhall 
not blame you for trembling at the Thought 
of fpeaking to him upon a Subjeft, on which 
he has already fliewn himfelf fo apt to take 
Offence : But ftill - it njuft be fpoken of. 
Remember for your Comfort in the Taik, 
that the Circumftances are now altered ; and 
there are many Things that may be faid, and 
may be done too, without Offence, under 
particular Opportunities, that can by no 
means be attempted prudently at others* 

I have told you that fuppofing him averfe 
to hear you at the firft : Tjs probable it was 
becaufe he was engaged too firmly to go 

N 4 back. 
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back, and in that Situation even Things^ 
which he icnew to be right would only teife 
him. 'Tis now otherwife, the Decifion is 
made, a,nd he is perfeftly free from thofe 
Engagements. But the Crifis is yet more 
important : Happy it is for you that he will 
hear you with more Temper. He is now at 
the point of Time in which he will either 
devote himfelf for Life, to the moil deftruc— 
tive of all Purfuits, or he will forfake it 
altogether. Your Bufinefs is plain, and 
you will have your LefTon into what form 
you are to throw your Arguments. You 
will know whether he has loft or won. If 
he have won, your point is to lay before 
him the Danger he has efcaped, not in its 
immediate but remote Confequences ; ^ and 
you can no way do this fo well as by the 
inftance of fome once happy Family whom 
you have known ruined and deftroyed by it. 
Point the Advantage to him as nothing : for 
it truly is nothing; and fet before him, the' 
jn diftiint Terms, the Folly of engaging ia 
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ja Game in which all that can be won can 
be of no ufe, cannot be wanted, nor can be 
worth the accepting ; when what may be 
loft in the Chance may prove a Subjeft of . 
Inquietude. Thefe are Reafons which will 
not fail to have Qccurr'd in a Man's own 
Thoughts, but he will pay a new Regard to 
them when they are offered from another, 
and the more fo, as they will come from a 
Perfon whom he loves. He will be pleafed 
with an Opportunity of doing that which he 
knows to be right and important; and at 
the fame time obliging you ; ^nd you will at 
once have gained your Point, and have added 
to the greateft of all Treafures, to the Store 
of his Eftcem and AfFedion. This, my 
Dear, would probably be the Cafe, had you 
occaiion to prefs the proper Thought upon 
a Hufcand who had begun by winning, but 
it will be yet an eafier Tafk if he have loft. 
You had in the other a fuccefsful Folly to 
combat, but you have in this Cafe only to 
bafpc one that has already puniflied itfelf ; 

and 
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and that the Mind, which had encouragied it, 
is naturally fick of. Yet, my Dear, the 
cafieft Duty becomes eafier, when we let 
about it on the proper Foundation, and in 
the proper Manner. 

In the other Cafe, I have advifed you to 
ufe remote and diftant Hints, and to name 
the whole Matter as if it c®ncerned fbtmc 
other, not himfelf. In this I am of another 
Opinion : There was Prudence in a pretend-r 
ed Ignorance then, becaufe your Knowledge 
of every Event, could have anfwered no 
good purpofe : In this there may be a Merit 
made of that very Knowledge, and there- 
fore I would not wifh you to difguife it. 
You would be very wrong to give him leave 
to think, you had enquired after the nature 
or the event of his Engagements. Men of 
Honour do not thefe Things in fecret ; nor 
among People of Fortune is there much 
Care taken to make Secrets of them. There 
muft have been WitnefTes to the Bett. They 

may 
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may be fuppofed to have named It among 
their Acquaintance, thofe to theirs; and in 
this Manner it wiH appear very natural that 
you have heard of the Affair, and of its 
Confequence; tell him you have, tell him 
of it freely; and without fhewing the leaft 
Difcompofure, tell him you arc glad he has 
loft. Add, that you fhall never fuppofe you 
have any Right to meddle in his Engage- 
ment, but that as Play is the laft Thing you 
ihould fuppofe him capable of falling into, 
you are very glad that when fome Accident 
had led him into the Precindls of it, the firft 
Stake was to his Difadvantage. 

The difinterefted Turn which you affeift 
in this will give you Credit with him; and 
the Pleafantry and good Humour with which 
you purfue the Difcourfe, will obtain you 
a favourable hearing : He will be pleafed to 
hear you rallying a Folly of which himfelf 
is fick at that Moment, You will have an 
Opportunity of preffing upon him in this 

free 
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free Manner, all the Arguments I have point- 
ed out to you before, as what might have 
been of Force with others, but are unnecef- 
fary to him. He will receive them all with 
a thorough Good- will : He will admire your 
Difcernment, and he will love your Pru- 
dence ; and thefe Thoughts coming toge- 
ther upon him at a Time when he is open 
to Convidion, and at the fingle Moment in 
which Convidion itfelf could take any 
hold upon him, he will acknowledge all 
their Force, and he will put in practice z\l 
their Admonitions,- 

And it is thus, my Dear, that the mof| 
dangerous Things are conquered : when they 
are oppofed in Time, the flighteft Attacks 
prevail againft them ; when they are ne^ 
gleded, the ftrongeft are ineiFedtual. Pur- 
f(ie the Plan in every part of your Life. 
'Tis not only this Danger that may be fet 
a fide by timely Prudence, and by cautious 
Endeavours ^ with a Map of good Senfe, 
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and good Difpofition, of which your Hufband 
is poflefled, there is nothing but may. 
Keep it in your Mind, that you negledt not, 
nor ever poftpone the fpeaking what it is 
proper you fhould fay, and you will feldom 
fpeak in vain. 

4& « « 



LETTER XIV. 

On the general behaviour and Deportment. 

A FTER writing to you of fo many Things, 
and fo largely too, you are ready to 
fuppofe that I have done: Alas, my Dear, 
the moft immediately necefTary Part of what 
I have to fay to you, is net yet begun. I 
have prepared for it in all this, and no Pre- 
paration 
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paration could be too much, fincc it is not 
only the moft cflential Part that is to come> 
but it is alfo that on which it is both moft 
difficult for me to fpeak, and fox you to hear* 

You have read in ipy feveral Lettel-s to 
you, what I have been taught by Experi- 
ence, to be not only the feveral particular 
Duties of a Wife, but the Manner in which 
each of them is to be performed moft to 
your Satisfadlion, and to your Advantage. 
But ftill this holds only with regard to Par- 
ticulars ; there is a general Conduct necef- 
fary, I have endeavoured to extend the 
Thought from all thefe into that larger 
Confideration, but ftill thefe Opportunities 
fuffered me to do it very imperfectly. Give 
me leave now that you have feen the Ne- 
ceffity of it, and that I have in fome Degree 
prepared your Mind for it, to enter on 
it fCilIy. It is more neceflary to you than 
all the reft; nay, poffibly, it may be the 
enly Confideration neceflary. What 1 have 

hitherto 
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hitherto faid to you concerning particular 
Occafions, relates principally to Particulars ; 
many of which may not, a great Part of 
them, I am perfuaded, will not occur. But 
ftill there is a general Deportment neceffary 
to be ftudied, fince that muft have its Ufe, 
and is called in on all Occafions ; if what I 
have already explained be favourably implant- 
ed in your Mind, as I have no Reafon to 
doubt but it is, you will receive the reft 
favourably. 

The Foundation of all lies, my Dear, in 
this, that there is a real Superiority in the 
Hufband ; the Laws of God and Man, 
eftablifh this, and you muft join with all 
Woman-kind in fubfcribing to it: To do 
this happily, is to do it readily^ where it 
comes with Reludlancc it is always painful, 
and it is never perfed:. I .am fenfible that 
we have natural Pride, and the Men are to 
blame in that they fupport and encourage 
it in our Hearts. What can be fo wrong, as 

for 
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for thofe to place themfelves in the Condi- 
tion of our Slaves, who know that after the 
repeating a few Words, they fhall be viewed 
as our Lords and Mafters. They are mean 
who take any great Advantage of the 
Cuftom; but my Dear, the beft and moft 
indulgent of them will keep up the Prero- 
gative, even yours will not refufe himfelf 
the confcioufnefs of it. 

To reconcile yourfelf to it, for with any 
newly married Woman, it goes againft the 
IncHnation, confider that it is in Nature, 
and that the Law of God ordains it* We 
arc weak and ufelefs to the World, they are 
our fupport and our defence, and to their 
Prudence, as well as their Strength, are owing 
our Security, and all the advantages of So- 
ciety. This will demand fomething from us, 
and that not only Gratitude, but fome de- 
gree of Subjection ; befides, Reafon is in this 
authorifed by Cuftom, and that not of one 
Country, or one Time, but of all the World, 

and 



( «93 ) 

And of all Ages ; and this Cuftortt is ratified 
by Law in all Places. I am fenfible it will 
be eafy to objedl that Men make Laws, and 
that they will therefore be fure to make 
theni in their own Favour. Be not carried 
awayi itiy Deaf, with fuch light Opinions ; 
there are Laws not of Man's making, but 
of God's, and thefe, as the others, fupport 
and authorife his Superiority on their fide. 
I thank Heaven, that your Education has 
liot been among thofe who fuppofe it a 
Scandal to be good ; or that they are to 
difregard their Bible, becaufe it is the Word 
of their Creator. This Book, which is not, 
like others, capable of Error, gives you the 
Hiftory of a People who did not make their 
own Laws, but for whom the Creator of 
the World by his own Voice fpoke and 
eftabliflied them. You find thefe People 
for a long courfe of Time under the imme- 
diate Government and Diredlion of God, 
and in all that Time you will find the Wife 
obedient to her Hulband, and treating him 

O tho' 
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tho' as her Friend and her Companion, yet 
' alfo as her Superior. The common Title 
under which the Hebrew Wives addreflcd 
their Hufbands, and under which they 
fpoke of them in their Abfence ; for thefc 
People fpoke alike before their Faces and 
be^iind their Backs, was, my Lord: Among 
the grcateft People, and among the leaft, in 
the mofl: polifhed, and in the moil barba- 
rous Climates, ftill this has been preferved, 
and what has been thus ordained both by 
God and Man, what has been agreed to, 
and complied with in all Places, and by all 
People, do not you, my Dear, think it hard 
toconfent to. It is the Cuftom of all the 
World, and it is the Cuftom of your owii 
Country, at leaft it is fo of the wife and 
virtuous Women of it ; and thefe, I hope, 
are thofe whom you would follow. Rnglandi 
perhaps, is of all the Earth the Place where 
the Huft)and builds leaft upon this Preroga- 
tive, where he feels leaft of his Superiority, 
and ufes leaft Authority over his Wife : 

think 



think it happy that you i^rc born in fo for- 
tunate a Kingdom, but do not take the leafl 
Step toward carrying that Indulgence, which 
its Cuftoms give you, too far : This would be 
not only Weakriefs but Ingratitude* 

i (hall riot deny but that we have too 
many Examples of thofe who do it) and it 
is therefore I am the more eameft in advi- 
fing you to avoid it; Example in ill is no 
Authority i nor would you be at all the lefs 
faulty, becaufe ten thoufand People were 
faulty with you. Yoii will fee an Appear- 
ance of Freedom and Independence in thefe 
tmworthy Wives> which carries d tempting 
look with it, but this is all Appearance. A 
fad Heart lurks beneath thefe fmiles upon 
the Countenance, and the pretence of Hap- 
pinefs being all that is in their Poweri they 
will make the moft of that poor Advantage] 
but fuppofe all this Freedom real, is it worth 
while, „my Dear, to purchafe it at the 
Expence of your Peace, and of your Huf- 

O a band's 
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band's Love; for that is the furc Price that 
muft be paid for it : Surely, it is not, A 
gay Face Abroad, is but a poor Reward for 
a heavy Heart at Home, and which in the 
End is the lofs of all this Freedom, all this 
Independence. You will lofe Money un- 
controuled by him; but you are ftill within 
the controul of your own Income ; that 
feparate Income which is the fource of all 
this Folly, and of all this Mifery. You can 
be late abroad; alas! Is this a Pleafure? 
You love your Hufband; and you will always 
love him, becaufe he, I am perfuaded, will 
always deferve it : You wi^l therefore find 
your Home a Place of greater Pleafure than 
all thefe Rendezvous. You can receive, too, 
the Civilities of Strangers. But believe me, 
tho' you can you ought not. Not that I 
would fuppofe them tending to any Thing 
guilty, and therefore I fay nothing of the. 
ferious Thoughts that might occur on the 
Occafion, but be they ever fo unmeaning, 
they are ftill liable to Mifconftruftion ; and 

they 
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they are even fcandalous with the Man 
whom you regard not; while they would be 
a Virtue direded to the Man you loved. Be 
aflured, my Dear, that thefe, idle and weak 
as they are, are yet the three great Sources 
of that hate to Superiority which poffefs the 
female Heart, When a Huftand is confi- 
dered as a Superior, it is not the Fault, but 
the Depcndance that is connedled with it, 
that ruins all : And yet, we fee. Ruin is the 
almoft certain attendant upon the ihaking off 
that Dependance. If you could be inclined 
to envy the prefent Situation of thefe free 
Wives, thefe libertine Wives, let me call 
them (for very few of them deferve a better 
Name) look into, the future Period of it, 
and you will be weaned from the Fondnefs 
with which the prefent might infpirc you. 
If it appear uncertain to look into the future, 
confider the Condition of thofe who have 
been like them, what is it but Contempt, 
and a Contempt that will fting to the Heart, 
l>ecaufe it is clcferved. It is not only the 
O 3 negle<a 
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mgicd: and difrcgard of all good People, but 
even of thofe who are as faulty as themfelves; 
her neareft Relations are (hy of her; her 
very Intimates, in a former Period, afliamed 
of her. The Malice of the World has, per- 
haps, cncreafed Appearance only, into 
Guilt, and thofe who have Reputations iviU 
be afraid of fullying them by her Acquaint- 
ance ; thofe who da not deferve any, will 
jK)t expofe their flender Pretenfions, by 
countenancing one who is fufpeded. They 
who themfelves want Pfoteftion> are not 
only the lafl: that can, but they are the laft 
that will give it; and be affureJ in the 
fame Manner, that thofe who want will be 
the lafl; that will obtain it. 

Let not- Appearances deceive you ; be af- 
fured that the Regard of others follows that 
pf your Hufband with equal Steps. When 
he thinks meanly of his- Wife, the World 
will not long think well of her. They know 
he is the beft Judge of what Confideration 
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(he truly dcfervesj they know that he is 
interefted to think well of her, becaufc his 
own Charafter depends in feme Degree on 
hers : They know he will fupport her Re- 
putation as long as he can with Juftice and 
Truth, or but with any tolerable Appear- 
ance of them : and they arc always ready to 
conftrue Things to ill : They will fuppofe 
he muft have more Reafons than they know 
of for his Difrefpeft : They will fuppofe 
thefe the worft that are poflible ; and judg- 
ing upon that Suppofition as if it were an 
eftabliflied and certain Truth, they will 
condemn as if they had Evidence. 

All this, my Dear, depends upon the 
original Principle, where I have placed its 
Root, and from whence I have deduced it. 
Your Hufband will exped you to retain a 
Senfe of his Superiority, and he has a Right- 
to expedl it. The lefs he aflumes, the more 
will be your Merit in allowing it, and the 
more Pleafure will he h^ve in feeing that 
O 4 you 
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you do fo. The profcffiog this is fulfomci 
but the keeping it in Remembrance is of the 
firft Utility. Your Aftions, my Dear, and 
not your Words, are to cpnyincf him that 
you have a due Senfe of this Diftinftioui 
and thefe are an eafier Teftimony than the 
other. While he fees that you regard him 
in this Lightj he will know: that you'll pay 
a I^^fp^dt to his Advice; he will therefore 
think your Cpndu<3: right, becaufe he will 
always find it conformable to his Opinions;' 
and he will therefore juftify it in every Step, 
both .to his own Ear, and to that of the 
World. ' 

I know this wpuld be an uneafy, and an 
hard Tafk, were you tparried to an obfti- 
nate, or to a churlifli Hufband ; nay, it 
would be unjuft to impofe it, were you 
married t& a weak one ; but I confider myfelf 
\vriting to the virtuous and prudent Wife of 
the beft natured Man in the World, and ^ of 
on? who will not miflead her. After all, 

my 
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jny Dear, harlli and ungrateful as this 
Doftrine of Superiority in an Hufband feems 
jin the Name, is there any great Matter in 
It, to a Woman of Underftanding ? and 
fuch it muft be allowed you are, altho* 
your Years have afforded no great Experi- 
ence ; furely no ! 'Tis only in the Name it 
feems difficult or difhonourable to our Sex. 
Certainly, in this Senfe (and be affured 
that future Years will fhew you, in the 
Lives of yourfelves and of others, that this 
is the true Senfe of the Duty) far from de- 
meaning, fhe honours herfelf who fubmits 
to it freely and fully : She docs Honour to 
herfelf in the yery Aftion, more than to 
her Hufband, fince it is much more to acft 
up to ones Duty^ than to fee that done by 
another. Peace^ and Happinefs, and Repu- 
tation, are the aflured Confequences of it; 
and are not thefe worth the obtaining ? On 
the other Part, let us confider one, whofe 
Pride, or Folly, fetting her above herfelf, 
and above the World, urge her to rcfufe it : 

What 
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What is the Aft, and what are its Confe- 
quences; in denying the Duty fhe wrongs 
no one but hcrfelf, and herfelf alone feels 
the ill Confeque;ices. Her Hufband defpifes 
her, and the Contempt of the World follows. 
I am forry to add to this, nor need I add it 
to you, my Dear, for you will not come 
into this dangerous Situation, nor, if you 
could, would it follow : But altho' I grieve 
and blufh to name it, it is too true, that 
abfolute Guilt is often the Confequence ; 
and that this is nothing lefs than the great 
Root from which it generally fprings. There 
may be Women naturally vicious, but this 
can be no common Cafe ; the many are led 
to it by this Occafion. The Hufband dif- 
regards, the Stranger folicitsj the World 
denies her Reputation, and ihe alas !. forfeits 
her Claim to it. It appears, much the fame 
to her to be criminal, and be cenfured and 
defpifed, as to be cenfured and defpifed 
without being criminal; and finding herfelf 
on the Precipice, fhc plunges into the Ocean 

of 
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of Deftruftion. You fee, Childi of what 
Confcquence, what -univerfal Importance it 
is to you, to preferve the good Opinion of 
your Hufband, 'Tis not only that this is 
the Foundation of Efteem, and that Efteem 
the rational and fure Balis of Love, but 
your Reputation, as well as your Happinefs 
depends upon it. It is the Difpofer of all 
your public, as well as your private Con- 
cerns, and all is linked to it : To be reckon- 
ed virtuous, we muft firft be allowed inno- 
cent, and in the fame Manner, tp be alldwed 
Merit, we muft firft do our Duty; to do 
it, we muft know it ; and this not fo cafy 
as it may appear to inconfideratc Minds. 
Perhaps you would have fcarce imagined 
that fo much as I have teen relating to you, 
depended upon your retaining a Senfe of 
your Hulband's natural and juft Superiority. 
Perhaps you at firft qucftioned my Judgment 
and my Candour, in placing it before you, 
as a Confideration of fuch Neceflity. I have 
ihewn you its Confequences, and nothing 

can 
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can be more weighty. You will fee as I 
have placed them, that all thefe depend upon 
your Breach, or your obfervance of that, 
and you will in Confideration of thefe find 
the natural Difagrecablencfs of the Tafk 
nothing. Why fhould we fuppofe ourfelves 
placed above all Things in the World ? 
Why fhould we fuppofe ourfelves equal 
to the higheft ? Certainly, my Dear, 
we are not fo: And if we are to acknow-r 
ledge Superiority any where, why is it 
not as eafy, why is it not more eligible 
to own it where there is mcft Love to 
temper it, and where the Advantages 
are all, and the Honour is in a very 
great Meafure our own ? I know, my 
Dear, that I have written upon a Sub- 
jed: which will appear a rough one : I hope 
I have made it fmoother than it was : I am 
fure I have done what to a reafonable Mind 
will have as much EfFedt ; I have convinced 
you of its. Ncceffity.' 

]^ E T T E R 
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LETTER XV. 

On Conformity of Tempers. 

TF it appeared to you, my Dear, that my 

laft Letter was upon a Subjed: of great 

Difficulty^ you will fay this has for its pur- 

pofe the recommending an Impoffibility, but 

you are miftaken : The firft was only hard 

at the Appearance; and this only feems 

impoffible. You know I fet out in theic 

Letters with telling you that if you would 

be happy, it mufl be on the principles of 

your own Judgment, not of that of other 

People's : and that it was incumbent upon 

you to pay the due Regard to your own 

Opinion. Nothing is fo common as are the 

eftablifhed Sentiments of the World, but 

nothing is fo falfe. Fools are guided by 

them, and they are their Deftruftion : Be 

you wife, my Dear, that you may be 

happy. 

It is the Cuflom of your Sex to fuppofc 

the / 
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the Supcribnty of an Hufband irhpofed by 
Tyranny, and mean in the Obfervance* I 
have (hewn you that it has its origin in 
.Rcafon, in Jufticc, in Nature, and in the 
Law of God : And I have pointed out to 
you the Confiderations under which you fee 
it, honourable in the Acknowledgment, 
and cafy in the Pradtice* The Tafk I have 
now to impofe on you appears yet more 
difficult : you may call it romantic ^ but it 
is natural, it is eafy, it will fucceed, and 
there wilt be pleafure in the Exercife of it, 
and the greateft Advantages in the End. 

There is not a more common Obfervatiort 
than that People's Tempers are unalterable^ 
and that wheii they are unlike, there is no-.^ 
thing but Uneafinefs in the Uniori; They 
will fay that it is as eafy to alter a Perfon's 
Face as Difpofitionj and they fay right : 
But when they make that an Example of 
Impoflibility, they are flrangely miftaken. 
What is Vo common as for married Perfons 

to 
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to be miftaken for Brother and Sifter ? What, 
is fo common an Obfervation as that fuch a 
Man is very like his Wife, or fuch a Woman 
is the Picture of her Hufband. Let me 
explain this to you. I have heard a very 
fenfible Man, your Uncle, refolve it into a 
very odd Principle, for fuch an Oc^fion; 
into the Satisfadion which all People have 
in their own Form : but this, though inge- 
nious enough, is erroneous* He obferved 
that the beft Face became better, and the 
worft more tolerable by Acquaintance : I 
have told you that I fooii look'd away an 
Imperfection in the Limbs of a Perfon to 
whopi I was accuftomed ; and *tis as eafy to 
foften or obliterate anjr Blemifh in the Face 
of another, or even to convert Things, in . 
themfelves indifferent, into Beauties : If we 
can do this, by a long Acquaintance with 
the Faces of others, much more may we 
arrive at it with the longer Acquaintance 
with our own. All its Faults, depend .upon 
it, my Dear, die away before the frequent 

. view 
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view of it in the Glafs, all its indifferent 
Parts are raifed into Beauties, and all its 
real Beauties become vaftly greater. You 
will wonder whither I am wandering; but 
I fhall come back with the more Strength 
to the Purpofe with which I am fet out. 
It is owing to this Deceit, which is the 
Child of Familiarity, that we all fancy our- 
felves handfomer than we really are; or to 
give it a gentler Term, we think ourfelves 
more agreeable than other People think us : 
Do not be hurt by it. Child; but, depend 
upon it, there is Nobody that thinks even 
you fo handfome as you think yourfelf. 
What we fuppofe^ agreeable in our own 
JFaces, we naturally think fo too in thofe of 
other People. What pleafcs us in ourfelves, 
pleafes us alfo in them ; and 'tis hence that 
your Uncle derived the common LikenefTcs 
between Men and their Wives, He fup- 
pofed that a Woman, among a Multitude of 
Faces that had equal Claim to her Attention, 
was moft pleafed with that which was moil 

like 
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Kke her own 5 or in other Wor^k, thought 
that to be mod agreeable which approached, 
moft to the Idea that (he had affixed' ki her 
own Mind to the Word agreeable. If we 
fuppofe, fays he'i that the fame. Rule of 
thinking holds good with regard to the Men, 
and there is no Reistfdn to doubt it, we fhall 
find it moft natural that People who are alike 
in the 'Face fhould marrjr* 

I have obferved that there was fomething 
ingenious in this Syftem, but it is ground- 
lefs. Neither Man nor Woman are fb far 
biafed by Partiality to themfelves. as he would 
reprefent ; nor are Matches in general made 
in this Manner. I don't think there is much 
Room to glory in it on either Side ; but it ia 
certain that Accidents, and thofe the moft 
trivial in the World, often throw People in 
the Way of one another. A Man happens 
to ]>c at tJbis Rilotto, or he is invited to t&at 
Rout : Chance, as abfolute Chance as his 
own, brings* a Woman to the fame Place, 

P whofe 
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tArBofc Fac*, i^/hofc Air> or whofe Cohvejf* 
fktjon pletfes kkn i ot cftener than dll thefe^ 
wh6in ibmei little Accident throws in his 
Way for GDhverfation, I have been told of 
a M&tcht greatly to the Advantage of the 
Lady, that afofe from her Advicd how to 
play a Hand at Whift ; aild ohe of the luckieft 
on the Man's Part, that this Age has pro* 
duced, was owing to his treading on 4 Lady'* 
Toe in an Affembly. 

Such Accidents as thefe put People in 
cme Another's Wiy, who are ^fcrwards 
pleafcd with each other's Qjialifkdtioiis ; 
and what was nothing ift the firft Step^ ad- 
vances into Marriage, tod the making of 
Families and Fof tunes. There is nothings 
in all this that regards the Fortai or Figure ; 
nay, 'tis juft otherwife ; jroii ofteiier obferve 
it otherwife : See the blackeft Men niarried 
to the fairefc Wortien; the biggeft lo t^e 
Icaft : This fpeaks againft the Prejudice in 
Favour of what is moft lik6 ourfelvtfs; but 

yet. 
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jtii whatdV^er may fee the Cafe wifb ikdik 
who are courting, 'tis Evidently the Tfuth^ 
that very many are alike who arc fnarried^ 
Nay, that this Refetnblancfe; which Was not 
at ttU feen before; is tekeh Notice of by every 
Body aftefwarcls. 

t fhall ex|>lairi it to fod; tnf Destt, and 
this long DigrefBon from my Point wiH 
make extremely for my Purpofc: 'Tis not 
that People grow larger or fmaller in their 
Sizci <ir that their Features alter their 
Shape^ PropCrtioni or Dimeixfiohs upon 
Marriage^ for that is impoflible ^ but this is 
the Source of the Obfervation. There is 
fbmethidg in the Face, that contributes mor6 
to a Likeriefs, than Features or Comf$le£ti&ni 
and this is in our Powet : 'Tis what we call 
the Air and Manner oC^he Face; and i.% 
if you wHl know it truly, the Chara^et 6f 
the Mind expreffing itfelf in the Counte* 
nanc« : This is that Air and Look which is 
more peculiar than any Set of Features can 
P a be; 
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be ; and is more ftriking, more pleafing, 
or more diftafteful; and which, as it does 
not depend upon, any Thing external may 
be acquired. 

You have read of Phyfiognomifts, Perfons 
who could tell People's Temper, Charafter 
and Difjpofitton, by the Line3 of theif Faces; 
nay more, could foretel the Fortune of their 
fucceeding Lives, by the fame Obfervation, 
And even this, though carried too far by the 
Artful, and believed too firmly by the Cre- 
dulous,- is not without Foundation in Nature 
and Reafon. 'Tis the Temper which give 
this Air to the Face, Nature beftows the 
Features, but this communicates the Man- 
ner; 'tis, in reality, the Soul fpeaking in 
the Afpodi : Afid as the Temper always 
depends, upon the Paflions; and the future 
Events of Life too much alfo upon our 
Management of thenl, 'tis not a Wonder 
that all this may be difcovered in the Coun- 
tenance. 

As 
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" As this Air and Manner is iiot a fixed 
Thing, like the Features, it may he liable 
to Changes ;i and I have known them. 
They do not happen often, and they are longs 
in bringing about ; but whea they are fixed, 
they are as vifible in their EfFefts as thofc 
of which they have taken the Place, I 
have feen a very agreeable Woman become 
ugly by, a Change of this Kind, without the 
Afliftance of Age or the fmall-Pox; and I 
could, at this Time^ point you, out one of 
the plaineft Women of your Acquaintance, 
whom ahuoft every Body is in Love with, 
merely for a Change of this Kind. 

You will fee at what I have been labour- 
ing in all this:- It is to tell you that the Air 
of a Face may be changed, and that of 
another acquired. -. 'Tis thus between the 
Hufband and the Wife moft frequently: 'Tis 
thus they become like one another after a 
Time, altho- they had- not the leaft Refem- 
blance ^)s^hen they met. If they mutually 

P 3 love. 
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Ipvc, they will l>e often looking up^n finp 
another} ana efteeoipg what they love, they 
?yill be imitating it. ^rom this they wi|l 
by Degrees, acquire each fo much of the 
(pther's Temper and Manner, that their 
Countenances will have the fame Expreilion : 
i^ny one pf thcm^ \>y a tjjorougji Afiedtion 
and Regard for the other, might have come 
to this natural Likenefs in Length o( 
Time ; l»ut when the Advances are on botlj 
^ides they i^^ickly meet. 

This, my Dear, is my Syftem for ej:- 
plaining that frequent Likenefs which wp 
ifce between Men and their Wives; and I 
think it much more rational than that 
wild Schemye of Chance on which fome 
people would throw it, or that difhonourable 
Imagination of felfrL'Ove ^d felf- Admi- 
ration, which is the Source of it, ac- 
cording to others. You will fay, do 
you not remember. Madam, that you {ct 
out with a Defign of giving nw your Adr 

vice 
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vice about bringing us to a Conformity 
of Temper? I have tpld you how yoii may, 
and how People who ar? married /do get a 
Likenefs of Countenance j; and in that 
I have done it. Ypi; will ynderftand me, 
my Dear, that by pfcrn Ipoking at your 
Hu&and's Pace, by imiling on thf 
Occaiions on which he fmiles,, fey frown* 
ing on thofc Things which make him 
frown, and by viewing all TJiings in the 
JLight in which you fee he views them, 
you will acquire that Likenefs pf Counr 
tcnance which it is an Honour to ppflefs, 
becaufe it is a Teftimony of Love ; and, my 
deareA **♦, when you have arrived at this, 
you will have effefted that, which on my firft 
naming it to you, feejned an Impoflibility: 
3rou will have arrived at that Conformity of 
Temper, on which fo ycry great a F^ftiQn 
of married Happi^efs depen^$^ 



P4 LETTER 



( ^»6 ) 

LETTER Xyi. 

On Conformity of Sentiments. 

IWrY Dear, I Have fliewn you of what infi- 
nite Importance a Conformity of Tem- 
per is to thofe who arc to be . happy in an 
cxa<ft Proportion to the mutual Agreement 
of their Difpofitions'; but there 'is yet a 
greater ai>d a nobler Field for the purfuing 
this Refemblance; and while the Glory, 
the Pleafure, and the Advantages attending 
on it, are infinitely greater^ than thofe were 
that, refulted from tlje other, the Means are 
eafier, ' 

. ^Conformity -of Temper is.no more than 
the Refemblance in a fancifol'and idle Part 
of our-Cpmpofition: 'Tis direfted often by 
Whim; and is fometimes influenced even by 
the Body: But there is a higher Point of 
Refemblance, that of the Soul, the Mind, 

SPjJ SenUments. T^^fp ^^? f^^!^^^ ^^^ ^^ 
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their Form is known, the W^y to arrive 
at them is open; and they are honourable, 
for they are, when of the nobler Kind, Vir- 
tue. When you have accommodated yourfelf 
to the Temper of your Hufband, .you will, 
foon arrive at thinking with him. When 
you have acquired his Difpofition, his Senti- 
ments will follow. I do not fay that in all 
Things a wife and virtuous Woman is to 
conform to the Opinion of her Huftand, 
for he may be foolifh, or be vicious, and hi^ 
Love will not laft if purchafed on the Terms 
gf copying him' in the fir-ft ; nor is even the 
Love of fuch an Hufband precious, or is it 
worth purchafing at the Price of the latter. 
Biit this, my Dear, is not your Cafe. Yet 
beware. As there may be in the beft Men 
fome Things which, though Trifles, refera- 
ble thofe in the worft; the Caution holds 
with regard to thefe ; and if there be any 
Thing which your own Difcretion, for I 
paji truft to it on this head, reprefents to 
yqn as amifs in him, inftead of imitating it, 

' propofe 



prepofe in your own ConduA fome oppofitc 
Merit, and let that be what he fliall he moft 
tempted to iroitate in yoii, I propofed, you 
know, the making advances on both Sides, 
towards that perfed Similitude I hoped to 
fee between you, and this is the Method by 
which it is beft to be accomplifhed : While 
en this Foundation your Love brings you 
to referable one another, you will both 
become wifer and better by the Imi- 
tation. 

After this Caution, which I know your 
modeft Opinion of your own good Qualities 
will teach you to ufe fparingly, there is 
nothing that will be fo much to your Ho- 
nour, or to your Advantage, as the making 
yourfelf as like to the Lord of your Wiflies 
in Soul and Sentiment, as you will have 
done in Countenance. I have ventured to 
prefcribe to you an Acknowledgment of 
Superiority; and in Confequence of that, 
the hard founding Virtue of a Wife's Obe* 

dience. 
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dknpe. All Things • will grow eaf/i ray 
Dear, in Pradice; the Condud, yrhich } 
am at this Time rfscomn^endipg to you^ 
will effedt all thofe without ppce giving you 
a Senfe of theif Difijpijlty, or of the natural 
Reludtance which attends the e;xeci)ting them. 
To think as you find your Hufband thinks, 
on the fevcral Opcafions of Life, is to pay 
the Acknowledgment of (that Superiority 
which he expcdls in the highcft Point, in 
that which will flatter his felf-Love mpft, 
and that moft worthily; and will refledl 
Honour upon him : And it is paying an 
Obedience without the Name, nay, without 
the very Charafter of that Duty. While 
your Mind is actuated by the fame Senti- 
ments with his, your Conduft will be vvhaf 
jthofe Sentiments didlate and infpire, without 
its feeming to be done by Compulfion. 
Your natural Deportment will be that of 
Obedience without the Name; and believe 
me, toy Dear, 'tis not the Name they expeA, 
|)ut the Thing. While ypu follow the 

Didates 
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Diftates of your own Mind, you will be ac- 
ting perfeftly according to his. This is the 
true Obedience of a Wife; this is the ho- 
nourable Superiority of an Hufband; and 
what is there mean, or what is there difficult 
in this? Nothing. 

You fee that the Duties of a Wife, how- 
ever difguftful they may feem, iare eafy and 
honourable in themfelves, and 'tis not pof- 
fible they fhould be otherwife, for they are 
from Nature ; and whatever ill-informed 
Minds or mifguided Imaginations may figure 
to themfelves, that which is from Nature is 
at once convenient and becoming. It ferves 
our Purpofes, and it does Honour to our 
Submiflion. 

Now that I have eftabliftied this bugbear 
Dodlrine of Obedience to you, on this its 
true and rational Foundation; when I have 
told you, and, I will not doubt, convinced 
you, how • neceflary, how ptoper, and how 

advantageous 
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advantageous it is; when I have faid all that 
is difagrecable in it to your Satisfaftioni 
and in this laft Article, reduced its very Ef-, 
fence into Conformity of Difpofition; and 
fhewn you that when you are wife, to obey^ 
your Hufband, is no more than to purfue the. 
Didates.of your own Reafdn, and ad: accord- 
ing to your own Inclination ; when I have 
thus taken. away, not only the Nature but 
the very Name of this hard Duty, fo far as 
they imply any Thing hard in them, peirmit 
me to ejctend the Bounds of the Thing 
itfelf, perhaps farther than others have 
thought of: Deterred by falfe Appearances 
they have not dared to propofe the real Sub- 
ject, and have facrificed to them what was 
efTential. - . i 

Now that I have explained away all that 
is difagrecable in the Obedience of a Wife, 
I fliall tell you, that there is no one ever 
cxpedled fo much. of it as I do; and what 1 
have prefcribed to you, my Dear, I have 

myfelf 



myfetf pradifed. I do aflbre youj there is Pled-* 
fore in the Performaacc, and it is no little Mat- 
ter in the. Reward. It is not enough that a 
Wife in all Things does what her Hufband 
requefts, that is at the beft> in the Language 
©f the greateft Judge in the World, being 
but an unprofitable Servant. I have rccom* 
fiiended to you, my Dear, a Conformity of 
Mind, Temper and Sentiment; that you 
may be able to execute all that a Hufband 
can requeft, without the making it a matter 
of Obedience. Is it iK)t better to anticipate 
than to coniply with Requeft ?, Is it not mord 
pleafant a$ well as more honourable, to do 
that of your own Inclination which would bcf 
a natural SubjeS of his Command ? Purfue 
the Path I have marked out to you, and thia 
will be the Confequenge ; you will acquaint 
yourfelf with his very Soul ; You will re- 
femble him in all his Sentiments; his Opi-. 
iiions, his Determinations will be all yours i 
and you will a(S as he would wiih without 
his naming itv 

Few 
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Few HofbaiKk have the Surlinefs t9 
command a Wife : One of that good Difpd- 
fition youra is of, will be cautious and tcndit 
of rcquefting, for fear it fliould be fomething 
diiagreeable t6 you. How prud6nt to obviate 
the Arrogance of the firft : How happy muft 
it be to prevent the Wifhes of the latter. 
'Tis taking from the Hands of Duty that 
which (he would hav^ acquired, and giving 
it into the Lips of Favour. 'Tis making 
that a Merit, which in the other Cafe could 
only have been Compliance. 

When you have formed your Temper and 
your Thoughts, my Dear, upon ihofe 6T 
your Hufband, according to the Pkn I hav« 
laid down, you will find that you have no 
Will, no Pleafure> but what is alio his. 
This is the Charaaef the Wife of Prudence 
would be apt to aiTume; ihe would make 
herfelf the faithful Mirror, to ihew, unal- 
tered and without Aggravation^ Diminution 
or Diftortion, the Thoughts, the Senti- 
ments, 



( 2^4 ) 

mcnts, and the Refolves of her' Hufband. 
She would have no particular Defign, no 
Opinion, no Thought, no PafEon, no Ap- 
probation, no Diflike, but what fhould be 
his own reflected Judgment. But this how- 
ever prudent, would be fervile alfo: There 
is a Meannefs in fuch a Submiflion that 
difgraces a free Agent ^ nay^ there is a 
Meannefs that degrades the rational Crea- 
ture : Far be it from me, ever to prefcribe 
that to you which ihould deface your Rea- 
fon : Heaven gave it for your Guide, and 
I would have you ufe it fo ; It was made 
your Diftinction from all other Creatures; 
keep up the Prerogative: There are many 
Ways to the fame End : You will find, my 
Dear, that I have advifed you to the At- 
tainment of the fame Advantage, by the 
Ufe of your Reafon, which this would make 
the EfFedl of your facrificing it. And you 
will by this know, that while I propofe to 
you all the Duties of the Wife, nay, and 
propofe them even in their- fuUeft Extent ; 

I cxped 
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1 cxpeft nothing from you in the fulfilling 
them> that needs to make a reafonable Crea* 
ture blufli, or that even Pride itfelf would 
wifli to avoid* 

T*he Wife, on my iPrinciples, (hould be 
in all her Thoughts, in all her Actions, the 
Attendant and true Refemblance of her Huf- 
band; (he fhould no more depart from him 
than the Shadow from the Subftance; nor 
fhould fhe any more than that can be, unlike 
to him. Let Reafon be the Sun that gives 
its Being to this Attendant ; and the Puri- 
ty of the one will as furely, as the unaltered 
Form of the other, make it retain «the 
Lineaments. The Wife who thus in all 
Things that concern their mutual Welfare, 
applies to the Hufband, and from him 
obtains her Motion, Form and Figure, will 
in all Things be to him what he is to him- 
fclf, a fecond Body animated by the fame 
Souh Nor let this appear an uneafy Situati- 
on to her* His Approbation is her greateft 

Q_ Honour, 
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Honour, and 'tis the Source of her moft laft- 
ing Happinefs; this fhe will afluredly acquire 
from it ; and to you. Child, it will not appear 
difficult. You whom I have convinced, 
that there is a natural Superiority in your 
Hufband; will not be averfe to acknowledge 
it in thefe which are the only Occafions on 
which it can demand your Vote in its Fa- 
vour : You will be happy to have the Load 
of Thought taken from you, by one who is 
enabled by Nature and by his Education to 
think better^ and you will be glad of having 
the Tafk of a Decifion taken from you, in 
a Thing wherein it was at once precarious 
and important. There are, my Dear, thefe 
Occurrences in the Way of a married Life : 
There are Occafions in which you are mu- 
tually engaged inth^ Event of what is doing; 
and in which both muft concur to the fame 
End, if ever you hope to fee it brought 
about. There are not many of thefe, but 
when they happen they are important : 'Tis 
in thefe, and it is only in thefe, that the 

Wife 
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Wife has occafion to exert her private Fa* 
culties and Interefts ; and 'tis in thefe that 
I would have her Judgment feem the reflec- 
ting Mirror to his Determinations ; and her 
Form the Shadow to his Body; conforming 
itfclf to his feveral Pofitions, and following it 
in all its Motions. 

I except from the Occafions of this perfedb, 
and uncontroverting Obedience, thofe Oc- 
currences in which the future Subfiflence of 
herfelf, or the Care for an unborn Pofterity 
may demand her Attention. Yet even in 
thefe I would not have her own Will con- 
tradidl him ; but the Advice of her beft 
Friends and of the wifefl Counfellors: In 
this there is no immediate Step for her to 
take : All that is required, is to with- hold 
for the prefent her Obedience; and her 
Reafon, as well as her Duty, will inftrudt 
her to do this in the gentleft Manner, and 
to make it appear, not to be her Reluftance, 
but that of others. In all elfe, believe me, 
0^2 my 
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my jdearcft ***, that the mdft perfed and 
implicit Faith in the Superiority df an Huf- 
band's Judgment, and the moft abfolute 
Obedience to his Defires, is not only the 
Condudt that will infurc yoU moft Succefs, 
but will give you moft Satisfadlion. It will 
take from you a thoufand Gares which could 
have anfvvered no Purpofe; it will relieve 
you from a Weight of Thought that would 
be, very painful, and no way profitable, and 
it will aflure to you the Efteem with the 
• AfFedtion of your Hufband. Thefe are the 
Points at which you will aim; not only as 
you are good, but as you are prudent ; 'tis 
not only a Virtue to pay Attention to them, 
but an Ad: of Intereft. Thcfe are the 
Points I have in all thefe Letters laboured 
to aflift you in attaining, and fliall in the 
few that follow, I have regarded them as 
they concern Trifles, and as they determine 
in the moft important Matters : I have ad- 
vifed you to the Methods of attaining them, 
as* well the eafy as the difficult; and I have 

ventured 
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ventured to recommend, nay, and to prefs 
upon you in the ftrongeft Manner what arc 
efteemed the moft difagreeablc Part of a 
Wife's Duty, fo far as, it has refpe^ unto 
thefc. You know my Motive is Love : 
You know my Tutor is Experience; and 
while you have Gratitude and Attention; 
while you are fenfible what is your own 
^ood J and believe that what I have feen in 
^e World, may give me the Opportunities 
of affifting you by my Advice, I am certain 

you will regard it. My Dear, farewel. 

* * * 



LETTER XVII. 

Of b^ing in public and in private in a 
liujband's Company. 

T Have recommended to you, piy Dear, a 
general Attention to your Hufband's 
Temper, and a Conformation to his Senti- 
ments. You will by the firft inform your- 
' CL3 felf 
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fclf of his general Thoughts and Inclinati* 
ons; and in the laft, you will fulfil his 
Pleafure in them, while you are even pur- 
fuing your own. Give me leave, after fo 
many general Admonitions, to defcend to 
fome particulars ; for this is to bring Know- 
ledge to Praftice, and to reduce Theory to 
Ufe. 

You will not fuppofe, that by my advi-f 
fing you to be as the Shadow to your Huf- 
band's Perfon, in thofe Things in which 
you are both naturally and neceflarily con- 
cerned, that I wifh you to be fo in all 
Things: Far otherwife. The Importance 
^nd the Neceility of the Occafion will war- 
rant it on this : But what is Virtue under 
thefe Circumftances, would be Impertinence 
in others ; and tho' it is now a Comfort 
and a Satisfaction to both, it would be, in 
Trifles, a flayifli Attendance in the one^ 
and oiFenfive to the other. It is not enough 
to knpw what to do^ we fnuft kpo^v w6en 

\9 
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to do it. If by recommending it to you to 
be like the Shadow to your ilufband's Per- 
fon, you fhould underftand me literally, or 
advifing you never to depart from him, you 
would turn that into a Trouble, which 
properly excited, were a Virtue ; and would 
facrifice your Peace by an imprudent Ufe of 
that which prudently obferved would infure 
it. 

As this has led me to think of the being 
with your Hulband, let me take Occafion to 
fpeak upon that Head* 'Tis one of the 
moft nice and difficult Parts of the ConducSt 
of a Wife, and there is none on which fo 
much of her Peace depends. In this, as in 
all other Occurrences, make it your firft 
Point to confult what I have laid down as 
your general Rule. Eacjuire how much, 
how often, when, and what Occafions your 
Hulband wiflies that you fhould be with 
-him ; and make that the Rule of being fo.- 
Nothing is fo diftafteful to a Man of Spirit 
^ 0^4 as 
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as the fond Company of a Wife, and no- 
thing is fo painful to an affeftionate Huf- 
band as her Abfence, when he wiihes to be 

with her, Confider thefe, for all depends 

■' "^ . • ■ .... 

on them. The Fafhion of the World has 

in a Manner banifhed the Huflband from the 

Wife's Company in public Places. Don't 

let your Fondnefs want to break in upon an 

cftablifhed Cuftbm, even tho' it be an ill 

onp^ but if he have that Refolution^ receive 

it with Acknowledgments, fuch as a Love 

that fhews itfelf to be above the ordinary 

Rate defervfes, and encourage it by the 

Pleafure with which you fhew that you 

receive it. 

When you have Parties for any of the 
public Places, never invite him to be of 
them, for it will be a Pain to him to fay 
po; nor is it your Intereft to accuftom him 
to Refufals : But tho' you never afk him to 
be with you, J would have you rejigtoufly 
p|3ferve to tell him bf them 3 never omit this, 

nor 
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nor ever difguife the Party. He will by this 
be always fure where he fliall find you if he 
pleafe: I doubt not but he will frequent 
thofe Places where he knows you are, rather 
than others : I would have you always expedt 
it; always imagine that he is prefent, and 
that your Conduft is altogether under his 
Eye. If he come in alone, let him firft 
look about him, and then alk him to join 
your Party; 'tis probable he comes with 
that Intent : It appears, at leaft, that he fees 
no other whom he is difpofed to join, and 
you will at once fpeak your Aiieftion, and 
infure his .Pleafiire. If he come in with 
others, let your Eyes only as you pafs by 
one another, declare your Joy in feeing him. 
If he fhould chance to leave his Party, and 
mix himfelf with yours, be not afhamed to 
confefs your Satisfadion in the Preference 
he gives you : Let him fee with what fupe- 
rior Pleafure a Wife receives him above all 
iPther People, and he will pay you a pro- 
portioned Regards 

Although 
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Although nothing can give a Man of 
Senfe who loves you, a greater Pleafure than 
the feeing that you prefer his Company to 
that of all the World, yet nothing is fo 
ticefome as the foliciting it, when he is not 
difpofed to give it you. The worA Wife 
in the World will be agreeable in fome 
Degree to her Huflband, if fhe never force? 
herfelf upon him, but is in his Way when 
he is inclined to talk with her ; and the bell 
in the World will grow tirefome, if j(he will 
be the Difpofer of his Hours without his 
Inclination. Men often chufe to be alone, 
and they have often Reafon : Why would 
you interrupt their necefTary Thoughts ; 
They have fixed their Minds on Parses that 
are in themfelves indifferent, which will be 
very difagreeable to them to be interrupted ^ 
they will now and then be on thofe Scheme^ 
which are whimfical, rather than of any 
real ill; and why fhould fhe, who is not to 
be a Sufferer by them, make herfelf a Suf- 
ferer by the Interruption* 

To 
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To have your Hufband always pleafed 
with your Company, my Dear, the great 
Secret is to let him have it only when he 
pleafes. 'Tis a very eafy one to pradlice, 
and yet who is there attends to it ? Believe 
me, the Peace of Families is oftener facrificed 
to thefe Trifles, than to any real Difcontent^ 
or real Faults. 

As I am an Advocate for the moft un- 
bounded Liberty on the Man's Part, in re- 
gard to his going out, and ftaying out, you 
ihall find that I am not quite unreafonable 
as to the Ladies. I am no Friend to that 
mighty Diftindtion which has been kept up 
between the Conduft of the Hufband and the 
Wife on parallel and unimportant Occafions; 
find I would have her as little denied thofe 
Liberties which are innocent and prudent* 
las her Hufband. You fee I am an Advo- 
cate for you as well as for him, and when 
I point you out your Duty, would be as free 
jn fhewing your Indulgencies. The rigid 

Moralifts 
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Moralifts have faid, the good Wife fhould be 
like the Tortoife, flow in her Motions, and 
careful of her Habitation : The Emblemati- 
cal ones have painted her with her feet naked; 
and thofe who have penetrated deeper into 
the Secrets of Nature, in fearch after Com- 
parifons, have called in the laborious Ant as 
an inftancc of Propriety. The Male of this 
Infeft they fay has Wings, the Female none. 
Nature therefore they would infer, intended 
him to be a Rambler, and her to mind the 
Affairs at Hojme. And they would transfer 
the Obligation to Creatures endued with 
Reafbn. Thefe are pretty Fancies, my 
Dear, but till we are Mahometans, and are 
perfuaded that Women have no Souls, I 
fhall not be for our taking Example from 
an Infeft. The Writers of thofe Times, 
my Dear, were Men, and they confulted the 
Pleafure of their own Sex alone. I am a 
female Moralift, and while I fo rigidly point 
out to you your Duty, I fhall not be remifs 
in tellings you what may be your allowable 

Pleafures^ 
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Pkafures; Thofe People wrote to the 
Imagination i I would diredt my Thoughts to 
the Heart : They wrote to Men, I am advi- 
fing one of my own Sex : They knew no- 
thing of the Scenes in which they pretended 
to inftruft, I am writing to you of what I 
experienced; Wonder not. Child, that I 
take this Pains to convince you of the 
Truth of what you will naturally be ready to 
believe : I know your cautious Difpofition, 
and I would have you convinced as well of 
the Propriety and Innocence of your Plea- 
fures, as of the Neceffity of yaur Duty. 

You are not married to a Ruftic, or aa 
Ignorant i your Hufband knows the Me- 
thod of Life in -which he found you, and as 
he was not difpleafed with you at that Time, 
he will not now be dis-fatisficd that you con- 
tinue it. There are no Pleafures an unmar- 
ried Perfon educated as you have been, could 
give yourfelf leave to enjoy, which will be 
improper for his Wife to continue; nor 

would 
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would it be a handfome Compliment to him^ 
to let the World, who had been ufed to fee 
you partake of them, at this Time perceive 
that you had let them alone. It would look 
as if he was averfe to them ; and would you 
have it fuppofcd that he was a Niggard, or 
was Jealous ! which of thefe Sufpicions would 
you chufe ! and you may be fure the World 
would lay it upon one of them. 

You have been accuftomed to the Orato- 
rio, you may be as often there as ever: 
The Play-houfe I would have you regulat© 
on the fame Plan; and be feen, at leaft, at 
one of the Ridottos. This leads mc to a 
Diverfion, of which I think you have been 
too fond, but I muft name it ; perhaps I am 
grown out of Fafhion by my having outlived 
thefe Diverfions ; but whether it be Prejudice^ 
or Reafon, I have always been uneafy at your 
going fo frequently to the Mafquerades. 
Whether I have been right or not in that 
Opinion, of this I am fure, that I have Rea- 
fon 



( *39 ) 

fon en toy Side, when I defifc you not to be 
fo fond of them, or fo frequent, now, in 
your Vifits to them. 

You miftakc greatly, if you think me fo 
very an old Woman, as to fuppofe that 
Things ahfolutely ill happen frequently at 
thefe Places. I know upon what I ground 
my Caution to you, and I know that it has 
Reafon. Altho' there were no Harm, nor 
any Advance toward Harm, at thefe Places, 
the greater Part of the World has an Opini- 
on that there is; and this, my Dear, is 
tnough to make a prudent Woman avoid 
them : But there is a great deal more : For 
tho' no real ill may happen there, the 
World you know is not eafily perfuaded, that 
the boldeft of all advances toward it are not 
made there. I know they are. I have not 
lived among the gay World fo long, without 
hearing thofe Things in Converfation which 
I have never given myfelf Opportunities to 
be otherwife acquainted with. I have trem- 
bled 
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bled to hear the Deiigns which have been 
laid for making the worft Ufe of thefe Places* 
I have heard of an Addrefs to the Mafqiie, 
which he who niade it, dared not have 
Ipoken to the naked Face j and I know 
what there is againft the Woman who will 
give herfelf leave to hear, 

I am forry to confefs what you know, my 
Dear, too well already, that all Women are 
fond of Flattery; they love it even while 
they know it to be fo ; and if they have no 
Opinion of the Sincerity of the Pei-fon from 
whom they receive . it, flill they do him 
Credit for his Complaifance. The Ear of 
every Woman is open this Way to the Infi- 
nuation of thje artful : Nay, I fhall go 
farther, every Woman loves to be courted : 
Tho' fhe defpife the Lover, and deteft his 
Intentions, ftill there is a Pleafure in being 
folicited and treated as a Divinity. Let the 
Woman whQ has not found it fo, condemn 
me for flandering tny Sex. Remember, 

' that 
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that a Mafquerade is the Place of all other^ 
moft favourable for this fort of Folly; and 
remember, that tho' a Lady's Virtue is in 
no Danger, her Reputation may fufFer irre- 
parably from it. A Mafquerade, is the only 
Place where a Man has an Opportunity of 
entertaining a Woman alone. 'Tis almoft 
the only Place in which a Man, who is an 
abfolute Stranger, can fpeak to you. The 
Cuftom of the World allows a Liberty in 
the Difcourfe there, that could not be per- 
mitted any where elfe in the World : There» 
is an Air of great Pleafantry, fand great Se- 
curity, in faying the moft tender and the 
boldeft Things between Jeft and Earneft ;^ 
and he will ftop at nothing whofe Infolcnce 
you encourage, while you fafFer it, and 
whofe Prefumption is nothing, while in a 
Moment be can turn it all to Raillery ; and 
as foon as he finds he cannot fucceed, pretend 
that he never defigned it. 



*t>* 
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pretence of being between known and un^ 
known, will bear a thoufand Things, which 
if fhc was under a Neceffity of confeffing 
who (he was, fhe could not; and the allift^ 
tnce of this to the Liberty which he takes, 
who pretends to be between Jeft and Earneft, 
gives Opportunities to Things the moft 
intolerable. 

What Woman of Prudence, then, would 
throw herfelf into the Way of every Man 
who may have been pleafed with her Perfon, 
and who has a Mind to attempt her Virtue, 
under Conditions in which the very Nature 
of the Attack takes off the Power of refent- 
ing it, as you otherwif^, I am well aflured, 
would refent it. To what Purpofe would 
you bear the Flattery of Perfons who are to 
continue indiiferent to you. When I write 
my Dear, to you, I know this is all the 
Danger there is any need to warn you of, 
but it would not be fo with all Women. 
The Men who have the Aflurance to make 

thefe 
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ihefe Attacks, jire generally thpfe who hav^ 
a Figure, a Rank, or an Addrefs to recom- 
mend them; and this beget§ an Acquaint- 
ance, which could not ptherwife have been 
begun, and which may be fatal in its Cpnfc- 
quences. The Man who has taken this 
Opportunity to fay all the thoufand Things 
to her, which he would not have dared to 
whifper otherwife, is often in her Way after- 
wards J at Icaft, /he fees an agreeable 
Man who fhe is fenfible thinks favourably 
of her; and he is lefs indifferent to her than 
other People. If he have that Affurance, 
which may be well expefted to attend the 
other, he comes up to her the next Time he 
fees her, and claims the Merit of his Ac- 
quaintance : He fwears to the ferious Mean- 
ing of all that he pretended was Raillery; 
and fhe is drawn in to liften to the full 
recital of that which it is by no Means 
proper /he fliould have heard at all ; and 
which (he otherwife never would have heard^ 
no, not in a Whifper. I know not what 

R 2 the 
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the Confequcnces may be, and I tremble to 
think of them. 

But this is not all. This is a Danger to 
which you would not be expofed, becaufe 
'tis a Language you would not hear : But, 
befide the Men of Intrigue, there are 
Coxcombs in the World; and thefe will 
be as fatal to your Reputation, as the others 
to the Virtue of thofe who ire lefs guarded 
in their Tempers. You will not .pretend 
that one of this Stamp cannot have an 
Opportunity of talking to you at a Mafque- 
rade, a Place where you know not who it 
is that talks to you. He will affume the 
Air of a familiar Acquaintance ; and how 
can you know, under the Habit, that he is 
not fuch : He will get from Tome one of 
your Acquaintance, fome Piece of fccret and 
unmeaning Intelligence ; *tis the Cant of the 
Place, and People are as ready to give as to 
afk it, that they may have the Diverfion of 
perplexing thofe they know. He gets your 

Ear 
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Ear by this, and he fays nothing to offend 
you. . The mofl trifling Thing that can be 
fpoken he delivers with all the Caution and 
Complaifance of a Thing of Importance; 
you are teifed with his Impertinence, and 
yet feeming an Acquaintance, you do not 
affront him or fhake him off. You have 
done yourfelf irreparable Injury. Thele are 
a fett of People who lyifh or defire nothing 
mpj-e than to have the honour of being feen 
with you. As the Rake ' attempts your 
Virtue, thefe attack ypur Reputation only; 
and it is lofl not becaufe you are unwilling 
to defend it, but becaufe you are infenfible 
of the Danger. 

You may be affured, your Perfon occafi- 
ons your being talked of among thofc who 
know a good Perfon only, as an Objedl of 
Defirej and -tho* (hey cannot get at you for 
an Attempt, or would not dare to make it 
if they could, yet they will talk in this fort 
of Strain. They'll tell* the Fpp^ who has 

R 3 been 
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teen entertaining you, that he is a happy 
Fellow, and he'll not contradid: them. 
His own Vanity wilj not fuflfer him to give 
Up fuch a Title to their Enty. He afFedts 
to have been courting you, and he believes 
he ihall fucceed, but it requires Timcr^You 
People of Faftiion arc fubjeOed to fo many 
Forms : Hufbands arc fuch troublefome 
* jpeople : And Women of any Degree of 
Merit fet fuch a Value uppn theiiiftlves, that 
he knows not when he fhall bring it 
fibout. 

This is the Language 6f that infolent fet of 
Fools : Wretches, who without the fpirit of 
even daring to be wicked^ will produce all 
^he Effecfts of Crimes in others, and altho* 
they never infnare or attempt the Innocence 
pf a Chambermaid, will deftroy the Charac- 
ter of a Duchefs, Thus, my Dear, you 
will be fpoken t&, for all the Prudence in 
the World Cannot prevent it; and in confe- 
fluence of being thus fpoken to, you will 
''' '* ^ ■ be 
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be thus fpoken of. While you have not bccA 
aflfronted with the leaft Attempt, your Huf- 
band will be told of your having a Lovcr^ 
Thefe Things are fo little Secrets, that he 
will probably enough hear of the Expediti- 
ons of your imaginary Gallant, as well as 
his Defigns: and will he fuppofe that you 
know nothing of the Matter ? 'Tis lucky 
for you if he have this Difcernment ; but if 
it fhould be otherwife, what have 
you facrificed, and to what have you facri- 
ficed it ? 

I mention this Confequence of frequenting 
Mafquerades to you, my Dear, as one that 
is unavoidable. Were I writing to a Wo- 
man of lefs virtuous Sentiments, or of lefs 
Difcretion, I fhould fay a great deal more ; 
but to you 'tis needlefs : Groffer Faults 
cannot come into your Way, bccaufe the 
Occafions of them would be avoided. By 
putting it at this, you will find fufficient 
Reafon in my fpcaking lefs favourably of 
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thcfc Divcrfions than you think of them; 
or ihall I fay, than you have been ufed to 
think of them. After all I do not mean 
that it is necefTary you (hould entirely debar 
yourfelf from them. I am not fo rigid as 
to fuppofc a married Woman fhould be ab- 
folutely denied them ; but I would have 
them looked upon at moft, as Matters of 
great Indifference. One in the Seafon is 
abundantly fufficient; and take your Huf- 
band with you. I don't mean that you 
Ihould Join him to you for the Evening ; for 
that would be difagreeable to him a^ fuch a 
Place. Only let the World fee, let him fee, 
and do you yourfelf remember that you are 
under his Eye, and that your Conduft cannot 
cafily appear in a wrong Light to him, 
unlefs it be in itfelf blameable, 

I have named to you, my Dear, the prin- 
cipal of the public Places, indeed almoft the 
only I would wifti you to be at : I cannot 
be fond of the fummer Evenings at 
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Ranelagb or at Vauxball: There is fomcthing 
unnatural and mean in People of Virtue and 
Decency mixing with the Herd of common 
Proftitutes, and abandoned Rakes, who are 
feen barefaced there, and even make you the 
Confidants of their Appointments. But you 
will be in the Country a good deal in the 
Time of thefe, and it is happy to be out of 
the Way of them. As to the Extravagan- 
cies of Fancy with which People arc. fome- 
times entertained in the Town Seafon, I do 
not think it is to a Woman of Fafhion's 
Credit to be feen to countenance them. 
It cannot be worth while to fit an Evening 
to fee Dogs dance ; and in a Morning if one 
Comedian mimicks the reft, you fhould 
confider that they are all beneath your 
Notice, 'Tis much more to your Credit, 
as well as your Advantage, to be fettling 
your Accounts and regulating your Family: 
Thefe are Diverfions for Men: Indeed, if 
I have been rightly informed who the Wo- 
jjien are that moft frequent them, their 
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Appearance is the bell of all Rcafons for 
your Abfence. As to Vifits I have mention- 
ed that Part of your C6ndui!t already, and 
yoa have convinced me, by your Pradlice, 
that you are of my Opinion. The Park I 
think an agreeable and a healthful Walk for 
fen H6ur at Nooni but I would, not have 
you always feen there. If I am inclined to 
be very much againft a fingle Woman's 
making her Face too common, 1 am yet 
more againft it when fhe is married. . There 
is I think but one Rendezvous which I have 
not named, and that I (hall name with the 
greateft of all Difapprobation : Audlions. 
The India Houfes were at one Time, the 
great Places of loitering away a Morning, 
but the cheapening Fans and buying Screens, 
was not found to be all that the virtuous 
Ladies meant by frequenting them. They 
became infamous, becaufe it was difcovered 
that Men were met there; and tho* this 
did not happen to one Woman in a thoufand 
by Appointment, all the reft ihared the 
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Cenfure. There are Toy-Shops in London, 
which I fhould advife you againft vifiting, 
as llridly as if the India Houfcs were re- 
vived among us, and for the fame Reafon: 
15 lu I need not name them to you, they are 
fuflickntly particular. What thefe do for a 
few, the Audions do for all the Town; 
and 'tis not fo barefaced> the very Chair- 
men fee it at the other Places. You will 
fee why I requeft it of you to avoid them; 
and you will allow that I have Reafon: It 
would be impoflible to advance one Argu- 
ment in Favour of your going to them. 
They are injurious to Trade, and therefore 
'tis not fit they fhould be encouraged : They 
are known Places of Deceit to the unwary, 
and you cannot be upon your , Guard againft 
them. Your Ilufband will beft inform you 
where and how it is proper to buy; and you 
are not to go to thefe Places to find out what 
you did not know that you wanted. Were 
there no Reafon againft thep, but the Mo- 
ney that is fquandered away, it were fuf- 
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ficienf, but this is the leaft. *Tis certain 
that ill Women frequent them, to meet 
thoic^ whom they cannot, with Decepcy, 
or with Prudence, fee at their own Houfea. 
You, my Dear, will not ever wifh to fee 
fuch Perfons any where ; but you will be 
among the Innocent, who incur the Cenfure, 
if you are found where others do it. You 
will remember, that while you was unmar- 
ried, I ufed to repeat to you the Names of 
Park-JValker and AuSiion- Hunter^ with 
great Difapprobation : Be afTured, there arp 
yet more Reafons againft your being too 
conftant at the one, or ever being at the 
other now, than there were then. They 
might then have prevented your being happy, 
but they may now make you miferable. 
You "will fee, my Dear, I have in this 
Refpeft, as in all others, endeavoured to 
point you out a Medium for your Conduit. 
'Tis beft in all Refpedls, but of all it is moft 
fo with regard to the Conduft of a married 
Life. I would neither have you made ap 
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Ant or a Tortoife, with the anticnt Mora- 
lifts ; nor would I have you be a Fly, accor- 
ding to the Pradicc of the modern Libertines. 
Be not wholly confined to the Houfe, for 
your Hu (band's Honour; nor be eternally 
Abroad, for your own. I have always told 
you, that the Woman of Reafon will prefer 
a few feledt Friends to a Multitude ©f 
common Acquaintance. Make a great Dif- 
ference, my Dear, between your friendly 
Calls and your Vifits of Form ; avoid Routs, 
and let your Favourites of your own Sex be 
older . than yourfelf. There is a Pride in 
giving Protection, but 'tis more prudent to 
receive it. 



LETTER XVIII. 

On the Management ofConverfation. 

. ^0\J fee, my Dear, that I have not only 

indulged you in the Thought of having 

fome female Acquaintance with whom to be 

often 
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often, and upon a Footlpg of the greate{| 
Intimacy. You will know from a Reafon 
I gave you, in one of the firft Letters, how 
eligible Perfons of this Sex older than your- 
felf, arc in Comparifon of the younger ; but 
I here meant it on another Account, as they 
would be more experienced. 

I have always fpoken againft Cards, and 
I think it no trifling Circumftance in your 
Favour that you are naturally not inclined 
to them. You will know, that when I 
mentioned a certain Kind of People, as the 
rood proper for your Familiarity, I had my 
Eye upon fome particular Perfons : Yoti 
willnot be flow to conceive whom I mean; 
and you will not like thofe whofe good 
Qualities would make you approve them, 
the lefs becaufe they are your Relations. 
They have the Prudence to deteft Cards as 
much as you do ; and confequently very 
many of your Evenings, will be fpent in 
their Company, in a manner that becomes 
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rational Creatures, in Converfation. No* 
thing appears fo eafy as a proper Manage^ 
ment of this, but nothing is fo difficult: 
I doa't mean that it is not eafy to make it 
agreeable to you, but 'tis more worth your 
while to confidcr how you ihall make it 
advantageous. Pray receive my Opinions oa 
this Head with Candour, 

It is eafy to talk, and it is agreeable to do 
it. Few indeed are qualified for it; but very 
few arc cautious of any Deficiency in that 
Refpeft. Tis for this Reafon that ten 
People are defpicable in Company for one 
that is thought of favourably ; and what is 
worfe, the People moft qualified to fpeak, 
are for this Reafon, and by this Means kept 
filent. Pray, my Dear, under/land Conver- 
fation as it was meant to be, not as a mere 
fource of Laughter; for tho' I am no Ene- 
my to Mirth, I cannot allow it to ufurp the 
Place of Wifdom, but for Improvement : 
Thofe who converfc together with Freedom 
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tnd Candour, communicate to one another 
all the Advantages of their feveral Experience, 
and each is affifted by the Life of the other* 
You will hear me very often, my Dear, 
ufing the Words Experience and Inexperi- 
ence, in the Place of thofe of Wifdom and 
Folly: And they are very much the fame 
Thing. I am about to tell you, that it is 
for the common Advantage of a Company 
to let the wifeft Perfon fpeak moft: But 
when I addrefs that Obfcrvation to you, I 
fhall change the Phrafe, and fay the moft 
experienced. To fpeak with great Sinceri- 
ty, I do not know a Perfon of better Under- 
ftanding than yourfelf ; yet the Advantages 
of Experience will give to every one of thefe, 
whom I promife myfelf I fhall continue to 
fee your favourite Companions, an Oppor- 
tunity of judging better than you can, and 
confequently of inftrudting you in a thou- 
fand Things. I do not mean by this, that 
they will be forcing . their Advice upon 
you, or attempting to dictate to you in your 
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Affairs. This would be Impertinence of 
which they cannot be guilty; and it would 
be a Meannefs to fuffer it, and therefore I 
know you . will not. What I mean by this, 
is, that their Conveirfation will be inftfudtive 
to you : You will hear their Opinions of the 
Occurrences of the World that offer for 
Converfation, and you will learn to form 
your own Judgments properly by the Effedt 
of their Experience, 

'Tis in this Manner that I flatter myfelf 
I (hall fee their Wifdom, my dear Child, 
ufeful to you ; and to render it fo in the 
greateft Degree, let me remind you of apply- 
ing to the prefent Purpofe what I have men- 
tioned generally with regard to Converfation. 
I do not fay that any one of thefe has a better 
Underftanding than you, probably not one 
knew, fo much as you do at your Age, or 
could have judged fo well, but now they have 
Experience. You will underftand, that 
altho* it be a Pleafure to hear yourfelf fpeak, 
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it is an Advantage to hear them, andconfe- 
quently you will have the Prudence often 
to give the Preference where it is due. I 
would not have you filent, my Dear, nay, 
when Trifles are the SubjeA, talk as much 
as any of them, but diftinguiih when the 
Pifcourfe turns upon Things of Importance, 
and then know you will be improved by 
hearing- 

What I have recommended as your beft 
Condudt, with regard to your Friends and 
Acquaintance, I fliall alfo apply with regard 
to your Hufband. A Medium between too 
much Silence, and an eternal Prattling i and 
more than all, a Prudence to diftinguifb 
when it is Time for the one, and when for 
the other. Your Hufband, my Dear, is 
young, he is himfelf fprightly; and all your 
Spfightlinefs, unlefs it be ill-timed, will 
pleafe him ; he loves you, and therefore he 
will be pleafed even with your Follies : But 
know when 'tis proper to give a Loofe to 
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them. You are in this Refpe^k not only to 
diftingoifli when yov (hould fpe»k, and when 
'tis bettfic to be filent, but alfp what you 
are to fpeak, or of what kind. I would 
have you look Upon your Huiband, as upon 
your older female Acquaintance, as a Perfon 
capable of inftruiking you. Altho' he is not 
much older than yourfelf, yet as a Man he 
muft have feen more of the World than you 
can, who are a Wonwn, and confequently, 
in all Cafes, he will be better able to judge. 
Befide, what in the Other Cafe was only 
Refpedl, becomes here a Duty. You owe 
to him your Obedience, and the Title of a 
Superior, and therefore alfo you are to attend 
to him. I have feen thofe Women, (and 
they are not unhappy ones neither, altho* 
the World has thought fo) who, tho' full 
of talk in the Abfencs of their Hufbandt 
have been always referved and mute in his 
Prefence : 'Tis from this fingle Circumftance 
the World have thought them unhappy. 
Such a SUpnce damps upon him the Charac-** 
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tcr of a Clwirl or a Tyrant; and upon your- 
felf that of a Slave. 'Tis well to have a 
di(ihterefted» and unprejudiced, and a friendly 
Judge of one's Conduft : There is nothing 
an ingenuous Mind can deiire fo much, 
becaufe it gives an Opportunity of ftrength- 
ening what is rights and remedying what is 
amifs in it 5 and who is fo proper for that 
difinterefted and friendly Office as a Huf- 
band ? Inftead of a Referve in his Prefence, 
afTume an Air of Freedom. Let People fee 
you are pleafed at his coming in> and give 
yourfelf Liberty of more Cohverfation. He 
will tell you at Home if you fpoke t66 much, 
or if you fpoke improperly 5 and he will tell 
you truly. Your Reputation is in a great 
Degree his own, and therefore you may 
believe him : But he will name thefe Things 
fo tenderly, that you will fee your Faults in 
a too favourable Light, if you do not under- 
ftand him as hinting to you what your own 
Thoughts muft purfue, rather than as fpeak- 
ing plainly. I think you happy, my -Dear, 
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and I would fain have you continue Co. It 
would be terrible, while fo many Wives are 
made unhappy by the ill Qualities of their 
Hulbands, you fhould meet with the fame 
Fate from the good ones of yours ; and I do 
aflure you there is Danger, I can fee that 
you are young enough to want a Monitor, 
and I^can fee ^at he has too miich Tender- 
nefs to do the Office roundly. Expedl not 
to hear him tell you of your Paujts, for you 
have fqarce any Thing that can deferve fo 
^aril^ a N^me, nor if you had, has he Seve- 
rity of Temper Jo do it with I^oughnefs* 
You muft know that all you will meet with 
from liim will be. the gentleft Caution ; but 
then you are to know it, as your Duty and 
your Intereft, to pay that an Attention of 
the .ftriifleft Kind. If he thinks you carried 
this Point too far, be afliif ed ypu. were ex- 
travagant; if he afks ypu whether you do not 
think you was wrong in fome other Article, 
be aflured that you was, and avojd it after- 
Vifardsj you will charm him by the pbfer- 
; : St vancc 
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ranee you pay to his Admonitions, aad by 
the Regard yoo ihew theie little Hints, yoa 
will enfure yourfeU* from any Thing morp 

unwelcome, 
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LETTER XIX. 

Of the Management of ei family* 

T Have led you by the Hand, my Deaf, 
from the moft eafy to the moft ieemingly 
difficult Parts of tlje Duty of a Wife. I 
have brought you from the moft trivial to the 
inoil important; and I would aflc you, do 
not the|e, which at firft feemed iinpleafant, 
become cafy and defirable, as they are better 
pnderilood ? \ know you wiU confefs they 

do. In tl^c fame Nf^^F* ^ f"*'^ %^^ 
acquire a new Degree of Weight in the 
Examination^ and the jnoft important fhew 
you mofP of their I^epeffity j this is th^ 
life pf Confidcration, ^4 this you wil| 
alway? find the Fruit of it. . 
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I have poftjponcd tb Ac latter Part of mjt 
JVdvice to you, that Cpocern which is the 
,moft cflential and: tJie.mpft weighty of all; 
and I have done it dcfignedly, that being 
firft perfedly informedt from Reafon, and 
not impofed uponJby Imagination^ with 
regard to the otheWi you may enier upon 
this widi a due Senie of the Manner in which 
you are to fulfil it, a$ well as with a Refolu<^ 
tion of doing fo« 

Yoi» will underftand, my Dear, that I am 
about to mentipn to you now the Oeconomy 
of your Family* 'Tis of. the mod certain 
Importance, and it cannot be introduced 
with too much Caution, or prefled upon 
you with more than the requifite Earneftnefs. 
Not only your Intereft is concerned in this, 
but your Credit. Tjbere is no Occafipn of 
fo much Reputation to a Wt?man, be hef 
Condition what it wilJ, fo great as the fay-, 
ing — that her Family is regular and well go- 
verned: And let nie add^ that there is no 
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Fortune £0 moderate that will not fervc to 
make an Appearance, and a good one, on 
fuch Foundation 5 nor is there any fo great 
that it will fupport its juft Appearance long 
without it. The peculiar Inftrudions on 
fuch an Head as thi§ can only be fuited to 
the peculiar Circumftances of the Perfons to 
whoni they are addrefled ; nay, and the 
Caution is more ftridl only to thofe Peculia- 
rities of Temper and Difpofition, under 
which both are to enjoy thofe Circumftan- 
ces; but altho' on this Confideration I am 
not able, my Dear, to give Advice, even to 
you who are £0 near, and whofe Affairs are 
fo much known to me, yet there are many 
general Hints which I can lay before you, 
and which you will every Day find Occafions 
of bringing into Praftice. In the firfl Place,, 
I believe you need not be told that in order 
to be happy, it is necefTary firft to be eafy | 
and be aflured, that thofe who strc not eafy 
^t Home, will never tafle Enjoyment any 
^hcre elfe. To be eafy is to be regular* 
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Set out with a Principle of never ncglcdting 
any Thing at the Time when it is proper to 
confider it ; and you will never be perplexed 
and prevented with the Multiplicity of Con- 
cerns. Thcfe Things offer fingly, and they 
are eaiily difpatched. 'Tis the negleaing 
them that accumulates them 3 and while you 
look on a confufed Number, without know- 
ing whiqh to begin with, you let alone 
all. 

Nothing IS fb common, as for People to 
be plundered by their Servants, and they arc 
the more liable to it, as their Fortunes are 
the greater. Of all Things that are eafy to 
be gone through at firft. Accounts of this 
Kind are the eafiefl; of all others, when 
they are ncglcAcd, they become the moft 
confufed, difpleafing and imprafticable/ 
You recolka the Circumftances when a 
Thing is recent, but you forget them after 
the Time is elapfed. . You expedt the Ex- 
pcnce of a few Days in Articles that you 
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remember; you arc aftoniilied at the Sum 
when yoii have forgot the Things that it 
concerns: But this is not all: Your Ser* 
vants will foon perceive, whether you infpedt 
tiieir Accounts, and whether you do it re-» 
gularly; they will know all the Profit that 
may be made of your Forgetfulnefs, and they 
will not part with any Portion of the Ad- 
vantage. I dp not pretend to fay, that alt 
the Care in the World can prevent them 
from impofing on you, I fear, almoft all do 
it ; but that's a Trifle only which you can 
fuflfer by it,, while yau take the Caution of 
examining them often,, and they fee you do 
it carefully, compared with what they will 
attempt and will fucceed in, if they fee yoi» 
are rcmifs. 

The proper Management of them in their 
feveral Parts of Duty, is not of half fo much 
Confcquence as this, and yet many pride 
thcmfrlves upon it, and. think they have done 
great Things^ when they have in that Point 

regulated 
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regulated their FamUy. 'Tis true, that this 
carries its more immediate Reward : The 
World's Eye is open to it, and it has their 
Applaufe; but the other, tho' it concerns 
only yourfelf, concerns you much rtiore near« 
ly, and you will be unhappy in every other 
Incident of Life merely from a Negle£t ia 
it. 

What makes a RemifTnefs in this Article 
the more unpardonable, is, that there is 
nothing fo eafy. There require Parts and 
Talents in many Scenes of Life, which when 
they are fettled by their Influence are not of 
great Importance : But this is in the Power 
pf every one; and yet almoft all negleft it. 
How do you fuppofe it is, my Dear, that 
among the Men, thofe of the weakeft Parts, 
become rich often fooner than the. wifell? 
The LeiTon you will learn from them is not 
more familiar than ufeful: It is, that Care 
will go farther than Genius or Abilities. 
And be aElired, that isi% one BAate, as we 
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commonly fay, that is ^(?/, among the Men 
of Bufinefs, there are ttnfa.ved; and 'tis the 
fame Thing among the People of Fortune 
and of no Profcflion : A Thoufand arc ruined 
hy Careleffnefs, for one that fufFers by abfo- 
lutc Extravagance. Attend to this, my 
Dear, 'tis not the Jefs true becaufe little per- 
ceived, nor the lefs important becaufe {ten 
leaft by thofe who have moft Concern in it* 
I have told you, my Dear, that 'tis only 
confufed when 'tis ncgleded ^ and let me add, 
that there is fuch a Thing as Method and 
Order, which will render even Things 
in their Nature difagreeable, eafy and 
pleafant. 

It is reported of the great Regent of 
France (and it has been quoted by many 
writers) that being afk'd how it was poflible 
for him to go through fuch a Multiplicity 
of Bufinefs ? He anfwered, ** By doing one 
Thing at a Time." The Anfwer is greatly 
to his Honour ; but that's a Trifle, it may 
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be made of great Ufe to every Body. If he 
could tranfadt the Affairs of a mighty King- 
dom, and at the fame Time be devoted, 
for fo he was, more than almoft all Men to 
his Pleafures ; it cannot be difficult for you 
to regulate the Occonomy of a little Family 
with the fame Degree of Order, without 
interrupting the Courfe of your ordinary 
Amufements. When I fay, the Care of your 
Family will not encroach upon your Plea- 
fures, I fpeak much lefs than I mean ; it 
will prove to you itfelf a Pleafure, and one 
of the greateft. 

Inhere is nothing fo tirefome, fo vexatious, 
or fq impertinent as Bufinefs, when it breaks 
in upon People at improper Times ; but on 
the contrary, there is nothing fo agreeable 
when it is attended to at the proper Seafons. 
You have heard of the Pleafure the Men 
who have been bred to Bufinefs take in it, 
even after they have no longer Occafion to 
pradice it: You have heard of thofe who 
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when they had retired from the Town, fuH 
of the Advantages of Trade, have found 
themfelves unhappy even in the Want of its 
Buftle. Employment^ my Dear, far from 
being in its Nature difagreeabk to the hu* 
man Mind, is pleafing ; and it not only gives 
Pkafufe in the Moments devoted to it, but 
it gives a Relifli for thofe whicH fucceed« 

Let me, my deareft ***, make you in 
Love with Bufinefs: It will need only to 
make you acquainted with it truly to bring 
this about, 'Tis of great Importance to 
your Happinefs ; and be aflured, there is no 
fuch Thing as cnjc^ing any Part of your 
Life truly and thoroughly without it. There 
are a thoufand little Things which you 
cannot exped an Hufband to attend to^ 
they are indeed unworthy of his Attention ; 
and it would look mean in him to bufy him* 
felf about them, Thefe all concern the 
Affairs of your Family, and thefe belong to 
you. Leave to him the Care of his Eftatc, 
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do yovL take that of the Houie: Let him 
manage the Tenants) do you take Order 
about the Servants: They are two quite 
different Provinces; and you will each exe- 
cute your own bcft, by neglcSing the other 
wholly. 

There is nothing, ,my Dear, that will 
procure you the Efteem of your Hufband 
equally with this; and being already fecure 
of his AfFedlion, it is this at which you are 
to aim. He will know this as a moft necef- 
iary Article in the Oeconoroy of his Affairs: 
He 'will know it does not by any Means 
become him to attend to it himfelf, in ajS 
much as it is almoft a Difcredit to him to 
look into it. He will wi(h that you, to 
whom it properly belongs, would take the 
Care of it : But perhaps he will be ^tender 
in naming it to you, left it fhould appear a 
Hardfhip. How happy will he then be to 
find you of yourfelf readily undertaking it 
md pcrfedly performing it. He will be 

happy 
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happy that the ncceflary Regard is paid td 
thcfe Concerns; and while he is fo, he will 
be doubly pleafed, becaufe'tis you who do 
it. Even if it were troublefome, this Con- 
fideration ought to recommend it to you, 
but it is not fo. I know in the Profped it 
has fuch an Appearance, but in the Under- 
taking it is otherwise. 

There is lio Indulgence fo great as the 
neglefting one's Duty* I am forry to confefs 
that this is a Truth, but it is fo, and I 
defpife Diffimulation ; but there is alfo a 
Confideration on the other Side. Altho' 
there is no Indulgence equal to the negled:- 
ing our Duty, there is no Pleafure compara* 
ble to the Thought of having performed it. 
We all know what is right, and when we 
give ourfelves moft Liberty in doing that 
which is wrong, we condemn it. Nay, 'tis 
jaot limited to the Moment of the Decifion, 
cither in the Praife or in the Cenfure; There 
is a continual Uneafincfs attending on the 
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Omifliohi and one is » difplcafcd witli onc^s 
felf fdr having been guilty of it. 'Tis a dif- 
agrecable Thought that comes acrofs all our 
Pleafures, and gives us an Anxiety for the 
Day; nay, it would laft longer^ did not the 
frcflier Condemnation of the fucceeding 
Morning fuperfede it. On the contrary, 
there is no Perfon in whatfoever St-ation^ be 
it ever Co higbi or ever fo low^ who is not 
confcious of fomething as a Duty ; and there 
is none who does not enjoy a Tranquility of 
Miiid, which is not only Pleafure in itfelf, 
but gives a Tafte of Pleafure to every Thing 
dfe in the Remembrance of having perfor- 
med it. My Dear, this Care of your Fa- 
mily, and its Concerns, is the Objedt that 
will appear to you in the Light of this Duty. 
You will tafte no 'Pleafure on the Day in 
which you have neglefted it ; that will be aft 
Uneafinefs in the Remembrance of this 
Omiffion ; and the . Neceffity of its being yet 
at fome Time to be done, will embitter every 
Thing : 'Twill appear infinitely more trou- 
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blcfomc in the Profpc<ft than it would have 
been found in the Reality; and in propor- 
tion to the Senfe you would have of this, 
will be your Tafle of the Satisfa<ftion. 

You will throw yourfelf into your Chair 
with a happy Unconcern on the Morning 
when you have done it. It will appear in- 
different to you what becomes of thp reft of 
the Day, now you have performed all that 
was neceflary to do in it; and you will at the 
fame Time, that you are above the Reach 
of its Cares, be open to all its Satisfadions. 
Thefe cannot be tafted, even the greatefl: of 
them, without that Trancjuility which is only 
to be obtained from this Sourc9; iiud thi? 
ennobles even the leall of them. 

Let me dwell on this Subjedl ; Let me 
repeat to you my Admonitions, my Cautions, 
and thofe Pfomifes which I affure you will 
be all made good to you. There- were at one 
Time Diverfiens even for the Morning ; 

Hcurs 
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Hours that ought to be employed by every 
prudent Perfon to a better Purpofe: But 
they are at an End; this is perhaps the only 
Kingdom in the World in which there were 
public Entertainments fuifered, at a Time 
when it was impoffible any fliould attend 
them, without great Negleft of their Affairs; 
but the Legiilature have fcen the Impropri- 
ety of fuffering them* and they have preven- 
ted them. I remember the People who were 
ambitious to be thought Perfons of Tafte, 
flocking to fee a Buffoon in the Haymarket. 
"Tv^ras accounted an Imputation upon their 
UnderAandings not to have been there. I 
have feen every Creature that had a right to 
the Denomination of Fafhion, crowd to 
breakfafl at Ranelagh: Nay, fo far was it 
going, that Vauxball and Mary bone were 
following the Example; and on thofe Days 
of the Week when they were open, you 
.could hardly buy a Gown, or give orders for 
a .Cap, the whole Legion of Trades-people 
being the c, 
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I don't produce thcfe People to you as 
Examples, but as Warnings ; you wiH 
know their neceflary Affairs of Life muft be 
all negl?<3:ed for this; and if thefe could 
not reftrain them; remember that there is 
j(pme Danger to you, whofe immediate 
JVIainfenance docs not depend Upon youy 
Application, that you may fall into the iamip 
idle Faults. I give you fuch Inftanccs to 
(hew yoij the Degree of the Danger* 

J think the Temptation now is only fron» 
^he Fftihion of Morning Vifits : And do not 
fuppofe I am about to warn you againil 
thefe ; pn the contrary, I am inclin'd to 
recommppd them to youj for if Converfa-- 
tion be the Infent of rifiting, 'tis in thefe, 
indeed^ . that you muft look for it, for Card? 
|:ake up the Evening: But; jny Pear, Cards 
lake up the Night too, at Jeaft fo much of 
jt, that tl^efe which ar^ cajfled Morning 
Appointments, arc really paid in the After- 
nppn ; apd you wljo not wafting the Night 
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in Folly, will find it unneccflary to pafs the 
real Morning in Sleep, will have fufficient 
Time to make all the Ufe I recommend of 
it, and to do all this afterwards. About a^ 
Hour in a Day is as much as you will need 
to employ in the neceflary Care of your 
Family, provided it be every Day employed* 
If you negleft to Day, Tomorrow's Bufineft 
will be tedious; but taking for each only 
its own Portion, this little Allotment will 
fufEce, and will perform it perfedrly. There 
will be no Portion of your Time, fo wifely 
©r fo well fpcnt, none that will give your 
Hufband fo much Pleafdre ; and when you 
have thus not ©nly affured yourfeJf that all is 
well at Home, but that you have made it fo, 
you will go out with a Satisfadion unknown 
' to all but thofe who have found the fame 
Road to it : You will look with Pity (for 
that Turn your tender Difpofition will give 
it, though it might juftify Contempt) upon 
thofe unhappy, unwife People, whom you 
yifit : And whom as you trip in with all the 
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chcarful Eafe and healthy Spirit that attends 
on Sobriety and Virtue, you fee ftretching 
their almoft ufelefs Limbs upon a Couch, or 
pulling open thofc Eyes that beheld the 
Morning Light before they clofed. If this 
. be a Confideration that will afford you Plea- 
fure; for there is a Pleafure, and 'tis an 
innocent if it be not a good-natured Pleafure, 
in meafuring our o^n Happinefs by the 
Unhappinefs of others : What will be the 
Satisfadlion with which you will look upon 
your own Conduft in the Sequel. With 
what Tranfport will you fee the Advantages 
of your own natural Spirits, and eafy Cir- 
cumftances, when you fee them ready to 
die with Fatigue and Difcontent ; and almoft 
willing to die with Defpair ; when you hear 
them complain of Loffes they are unable to 
pay, and when you fee the Dread under 
which they conceal fuch painful Confidera- 
tions, on the Approach of him who ought to 
be their Comfort under all Misfortunes ? 

You 
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You fee, my dcareft ***, (for 'tis with 
that I would conclude) how one Good at- 
tends upon another in the married State, 
and how one Mifchief, in the fame Manner, 
follows upon another's Heels, when the 
Occafions of that Good are negleftcd. You 
fee how the Extravagance of the Night at 
once difcompofes and incapacitates for the 
Oeconomy and BuiSnefs of the Morning; 
and altho' you do not fee it, let me affurc 
you that the contrary is as certain ; and that 
there is no Admonition fo powerful againft 
the Extravagance of the Evening as the Care 
of Affairs in the Morning. But this to you 
is a Caution that I know will never be necef- 
Ikry. Look into the reft of the DiiFerence 
between you, who are and whom Heaven 
fend I may always find an unfafhionable 
Creature in this Refpeft, and thefe People, 
as they will call themfelves of Tafte, whom 
you vifit. You wifh to preferve the AfFec- 
tion of your Hufband ; and you take the 
Method by which 'tis to be done. Look on 
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yourfclf and look on thefc. Arc languid 
Looks^ pale Countenances, mad Faces full 
of Care, the Way to have it ? No, you who 
have Health, and Eafe, and TranquOity in 
yours, wear all that can be lovely and enga- 
ging. You lee thefe People of all Things 
dreading moft to let the Partners of their 
Hearts into their Secrets ; and of all Secrets 
concealing the moft carefully thofe which 
give them Pain. With what a Triumph 
muft you fee your own Condition in the 
Comparifon, You who have Pleafure in 
acquainting that neareft Friend with every 
Thought your Bofom harbours; you who 
find in him the moft fafe Repofitory for all 
your Thoughts, who when there is any 
Confideration that gives you Uneafinefs, fly 
to hira and find Satisfaftion in his Advice, 
and Health in his Condolancc. 

'Tis thus, my Dear, that Heaven intended 
thofe who were married fhould live with one 
another J 'tis thus Nature diftates to them 
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they fhould ; and Reafon adds the Authoritjr 
of her Saqftion,- and the Weight of all her 
Arguments to enforce it. You fee how 
defirable a State it is ; and while you own it 
fuch, 'tis in your Pofleffion,, and 'tis in your 
Power to keep it fo. You have my Advice 
I think, in every Article in which it can be 
neceffary to you. I have been long married, 
and I have built what I have feid to you not 
only on the Experience thofe Years hare 
given me in my own Situation, but on what 
I have feen in others. 

Remember what depends upon your paying 
it a due regard ; but I know you will do fo. 
Pray God blefs you. Child, and may I fee 
you always happy. 

F I N I S^ 
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in boards or ia 3.1 numbers, price I.S, each. * ^ 

43. A NEW GERMAN G^RAMMAR, 
Under the Patronage of His Royal Highnefs the Duh;e of Yorl^., \l ( 

A COMCISEL PR^AGTICAL GRAMMAR of the 
GERMAN TONGUE. By the Rev. Dr. Render, ^ 

Teacher of the German Language in the Univecfity of Cam-, 
bridge. Price. 6s. bound. * 

^4i.^ In this Grammar conciienefs and perfpicuity have been 
efpecially attended to, by which the iludent will be enabled 
to. avoid. much unaeceflary trouble- and perplexity. The 
German type cut on purpofe for this work by Mr. Qafldn, i% 
t\\<^ firft of the kind that has ever been caft in this country ; and 
itis,prefumed >vili be found, on infpccHon, to be much fupe^ 
lior in elegance to the fomc kind of type in trie on the Conti- 
nent. An engraved alphabet, and examples of the German 
writing. charaSer are likewife given, which will enable the 
learner toVead with faciihyanywritten correfpondencein that 
language; an advantage which cannot be found in any other 
Grammar of the German Language, or indeed any other Eng* 
lifh publication. 



44.. AN 



\\A 



mOOKS V&IHTKP VOR Ji. p. STMOKll^f. 

44. AN ANGLO GERMAN PRAXIS. Being t Coorfe 

ofJBxercifes, DialogueS| &c. 10 facilitate the Acquifition oC 
the German Language. By the Rev. Dr« Render, Author of 
Che Pradtical .German Grammar* 

45. THE ROBBERS, a Tragedy. Tranflated from the 
German of Frederiqk * Schiller. By the Rev. Dr '. Rendcri^ 
with an elegant Frontifpiece, price 3s. 6d. £ewed. 

♦»♦ The pirblk is here prefented with a careful^ ^ccamle, 
and faithful tranilation of this defervedly celebrated ti^agedy. 
Such notes have been added as were thought nece(Bii»y to elu- 
cidate the obfcurities that occur in the original, and explain 
the true meaning, and point out the beauty and force of fuch 
expreffions as couki not be literally rendered into Englifh. 
The TranQator has endeavoured to give a juft idea<>f the ftyle- 
and language of Schijll£r; and has not taken the liberty 
to alter and mutilate his author, as hati b<en much too freely 
4one In fome former tranflations. 

46. COUNT BENYOWSKY; or, theCowspiRACT or 
Ramtschatka, aTragi-Comedy, in Five A6ts, by Baron 
Kotzebue, Author of the Stranger, Lovers* Vows, &c. &€. - 
from the German. By the Rev. Dr. Render, embellifli«d' 
with an'degant Frontilpiece, price 3s. 6d. fewed. 

%♦ He has produced an admirable tragedy^ the 
BEST, in our opinion, that has appeared from the German. 

yi(U Critical Review^ J^^ 1 79^* 

47. DON CARLOS, a Tragedy, fecond edition. Tranf-' 
iated from the German of Frederick Schiller, Authof 
of the Robbers and Minifter, embellilhed with an elegkrlt^' 
Frontifpiece, price 5s. in boards. 

The Rev. Dr. Render particularly recommends to his friends 
and other readers, the Drama of Don Carlos, as one of the bed 
Tragedies that has yet been tranflated oi the famous Schiller, 

48. BELL'S EDITION OF THE PLAYS OF SHAK&'; 
SPEARE, with Annotations and Fine Impreliions of the 
Plates. Fifty-nine Numbers, price 5I. 

4 49, S^AKE... 
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49. SHAKESi^EARE's SEVEN AGES OF MAN, Ac 
ntly engraved by Mr. W. Bromley, from Defigns by Mr. 

itothard, R. A. accompanied with Defcriptions, hiflorical, 
moral, and entertaining, fiy an eminent Literary Character. 
In Four Numbers, folio, price 7s. 6d. each. 

50. AN HIST9RICAL SKETCH of the French Re- 
voLUTioK> from its commencement to the eflabliihment of 
the Republican Con ftitution in 179$; with a tranfcript and 
examination of that Conllitution. As alfo Philofophical Re- ' 
marks on the predifpofing caufes of thi$ wonderful change in 
the Political Figure of Europe, and an explanation of the chief 
events which accompanied it in its progrefs, by S. Perry, 
who, in confequence of the Decree of the National Conven- 
tion of France, was, with the other EngUfhmen in Paris, im- 
prifoned in the Madolonettes, Ecoflais, and Luxembourg. 
z vols. 8vo. price 14s. boards. 

51. NEW PICTURE OF PARIS, tranOated from the 
French of M. Mercier. Two Vols. 8vo. price i6s. in 
boards. 

This work will be found to contain not only a lively dcfcrip- 
tion of the French metropolis, but an accurate delineation of 
the manners of the inhabitants, the public amufements, and 
every thing worthy of the attentidn of foreigners. It alfo 
abounds with curious, inteiteiling, and original anecdotes of 
the French Revolution, and perhaps gives a better picture of 
thofe wonderful tranfa^ions than any publication extant. 

52. A JOURNAL OF OCCURRENCES AT THE 
TEMPLE, during the Confinement of Louis XVI. King of 
France, by M, Clery, the King's Valet de Chambre. Tranf- 
latcd by R. C. Dallas, Efq. price 6s, fewed. 

The fame on fine paper, los. 66 » 

' In French, 6s. or los. 6d. fine paper. 
In German, 6s.6d. or iis. od. fine paper. 

53. VOLNEY's LAW OF NATURE; or. Principles 
•p Morality : Deduced from the Phyfical Conflitution of 
Mankind and the Univerfe, with a Portrait of the Author, 
/mail Pocket Size^ 2S. 6d. fewed. 

54. MANUEL OF LIBERTY; or. Testimonies in 

BtHALF OP THE RiGHTS OF MANKIND, fflcdcd frOm the 

beil 



BOOKt FAINTED FOR H. D. STMONDS. 

heft Authorities in Profeand Verfe, and methodically arranged. 
8vo. price 6s. boards. 

5 J. EVERY MAN'S FRIEND; or, Baixon's Monitor; 
addrcflW to all ranks of perfons. In Two Parts.— Part I. An 
HistoricalNarrativ£Ofthk Invasions ofEngland 
from Julius Csfar down to the landing of the Frenjch in Wales. 
— P^rt I|, A Catalocjl7B of French Cruelties ; with 
Obftrvations on all the Fatal Confequences attending every 
Clafs of Perfons in the Kingdom, upon a fuccefsful Invafion 
by the French. ' Taken from the moft authentic Documents. 
To which is added, A SHORT APPEAL to Mothers, Wi- 
dows, Wives, Sifters, and Daughters, upon the Brutality of the 
French Armies. Price 2S. 6d. fewed. 

56. THE ESSENCE OF THE CALM OBSERVER, on 
the SubjeAs of the Concert of Princes, the Difmemberment 
of Poland, and the War with France. (Firft publiftied in the 
Morning Chronicle, between July 20, 1792, and June 25, 
'793') '^he Second Edition, price is. 6d. 

57. A VINDICATION OF MONS. DE LAFAYETTE 
from the Afperiions of the Right Hon. Edmund Burke; with 
the Charaftcr of the latter Gentleman, faithfully delineated, by 
W. Miles, Efq. Price is. 

58. THE PROCEEDINGS, AT LARGE, ON THE 
TRIAL OF JOHN HORNE TOOKE, Esq. for High 
Treafon, at the Seffions Houfe in the Old Bailey, from Mon- 
day 17th to Saturday 2 2d of Nov. 1794. Taken in Short 
Hand by J. H. Blanchard. Two Volumes, 8vo. Price los. 
boards. 

59. THOMAS HARDY, for High 

Treafon from October 28th to November 5th, 1 794. Taken 
in Short Hand, by WiUiam Kamfay. One large Volume, 8vo. 
Price 5s. boards. 

60. THE LIFE AND DEATH OF MARIE ANTOI- 
NETTE, late Queen of France, from the French of 
Mirabeau and others, by W. S. Delome. To which is added^ 
an Account of her Trial, with an elegant Portrait, price 3s. 6d. 
fewed. 

^ Mr. 



5f. Mr. PENNANT'S DESCRIPTION OF LONDON 
AND ITS ENVIRONS, abridged. . Containing an accurate, 
iuccinft« and interefting Account of the moil memorable Re- 
volutions in Politics, Hifioncal Events, &c. with Critical 
Obfervations on the Public Buildings ; a Review of the Hif* 
tory, and a candid Examination of their Perfedions and De^ 
fefts* To which are prefixed. Notes and ObferVations ; 
and Four Capital Plates. By Mr. Jobn Wallis. Price 
3s. fewed. 

62. THE HISTORY OF MONMOUTHSHIRE, by 

David Williams, ornamented with Thirty-fix Plates, by John 
Gardnor, Vicar of Batterfea. Quarto, Price with Prints 2I. 2s. 
With ditto, ftained, 2I. 7s. Proofs, 2I. 12s. 6d. Coloured, 
4L4S. 

63. A COLLECTION OF VIEWS ON THE RIVER 
RHJlNEi at Aix-U-Chapelie, and on the River Maefe; wkh 
Defcriptions ol the Scenes and Objeds, and Hints of Occur- 
rences in the Tour. By the Rev. J. Gardnor. Engraved in 
Aqua-tinu, by the Rev. J. Gardnor, and Richard Uardnor, 
jun. Price, in Englifli, xl. iis. 6d. Proofs, 2I. 2s. In French, 
4|s.6d. extra. 

64. THE POCKET PEERAGE OF ENGLAND, 
SCOTLAND, AND IRELAND, with the Arms emblazon- 
ed, and Motto's tranflated. New Edition, by B. Longmate. 
In 2 vols. i2mo. Price 9s. boards. 

65. THE CASTLE ON THE ROCK; or, MEMoiaf 

OF THaEl.D£&LAND FaMILY. 3 vols. I2mO. priCe 105. 6d. 

iewed. \ 

66. DBRWENT PRIORY; or, Memoirs or an Or- 
YHAN. 2 vols. 1 2 mo. price 7s. fewed. 

67. THE JUVENILE EMIGRANTS, a Novel, in 2 vols. 
X2mo. price 5s. fewed. 

68. The ARMENIAN; or, the Ghost Seer, tranflated 
^om the German of F. Schiller by the Rev. Dr. Render. In 

4 vols. i2mo. price 14s. in boards. 

This curious and ihterelting Hiflory being founded on fa^% 
snuft naturally excite a itrong propenfity in every enquiring 
ipiindtoreadit. 

69, THE 
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69. THE INVASION; or, What might have biik^ 

a Novclj in 2 vols, price 7s. fewed. 

70. MARY DE. CLIFFORD, a Story, interfocrfed with 
many Poems, and erabellifhed with two elegant fingraviDgi, 
S^^ond Edition, price 4s. in boards. 

7». MEN AND MANNERS, a Novel, in 4 vols. By 
Prancis Latham, Author of the Midnight Bell, &€.&c^ Price 
14s. fewed. 

72. MYSTERY, a Novel, in % vols, by the Author of 
Men and Manners, price 88. in boards. 

73. PICTURE OF THE AGE, a Novel, in 2 vols, price 
7s. in boards. 

74. THE YOUNG EXILES; or, Correspondbkci 
OP Juvenile Emigrants, a Work intended for the Enter- 
tainment and In{lru6tion of Youth. From the French of Ma* 
dame deGenlis. 3 vols. i2mo. price 12s. fewed. 

75. PAUL AND VIRGINIA; or. The Shipwreck, by 
Bernardin St. Pierre. A New Tranflation from the 
French, with ah elegant engraved Frontifpiece, price is; 6d. 
in coloured paper. 

76. THE LIFE AND OPINIONS OF SEBALDUS 
NOTHANKER, a celebrated Novel, complete in 3 vols^ 
Tranflated from the German of Frederick Nicola i, the 
original Projeftor and Conductor of the well known Biblio- 
theque Univerfelle Allemande, and Author of the no lefs ad- 
mired Topography of Berlin. By Thomas Dutton, A.M. 
Dedicated to the Moil Noble the Marquis of Lanfdown. Price 
13s. 6d. fewed. 

77. DODSLEY'.s ORIGINAL CELL AR-BOOK ; or, the 
BcTLEit's Assistant, in keeping a regular Account of his 
Liquors. Publilhed annually. With ufeful information rcf* 
peaing Wines. Price is. 6d. 

78. DAVIS'S COMPLETE TREATISE OF LAND 
SURVEYING, by the Chain, Crofs and Offset Staffs only. 
8vo. price 7S. boards. 

79. EASY AND COMPREHENSIVE DE. 

SCRIPTION OF the Terrestrial and Celbstiai, 
Globes, with their feveral Ufes; and a Defcription of the 
SpJ^r Syftem. Second Edition. Price is. 6d. bound. 

80. ORI- 
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80. ORIGINAL LETTERS OF J. J. ROUSSEAU to 
M. DE Malsherbes, M. D'AlemberT) Mad. I^a M. De 
Luxembourg, &c. &c. with a Fac-Simile of RoulTeau's 
Hand- Writing, and an original Military Air of his Compo- 
fition. Alfo, Original Letters of Butta Fuoco and 
David Hume. Tranflatcd from the French. 4s. 6d. boards 

81. LETTERS OF AN ITALIAN NUN and an 
ENGLISH GENTLEMAN. • Tranflatcd from the French 
of J. J. Rouflcau, elegantly printed, price 38. 6d. in boards. 

8a. biLWORTH IMPROVED; or, A New Guide 
TO THE English Tokcue, wherein the Orthography isren- ♦ j 

dered analogous to the Pronunciation ; and the elementary 
Principles of the Englifti Language laid down in fo eafy and i 

familiar a Manner as to conftitute it the moft faithful, fyfte- } 

inatic, and unerring Guide to the Natives of Great Britain, 
Ireland, and Foreigners. Digefted upon the Plan of Mr. She- 
ridan's Dictionary, and the moft approved Grammarians and 
; Lexicographers. By S. James, Schoolmafter, formerly of 
Chrift's Hofplial. Price >s. bound. 

83. THE LABORATORY; or, School of Arts. 
Conuining a large Collection of Valuable Secrets, Experi- 
ments, and Manual Operations of the Arts and Manufactures, 
highly ufeful to 

Gilders, Pewter ers, 

Jewellers, Joiners, 

Enamellers, Jafanners, 

Goldsmiths, Bookbinders, 

Dyers, Plasterers, 

Cutlers, Artists; 

And to the Workers in Metals in general, and in Plafter of 
Paris, Wood, Ivory, Bone, Horn, and other Materials. 

Compiled originally by G. Smith, (Sixth Edition) with a 
jrreat Number of Additional Recdpts, Correftions, and 
Amendments, and a complete Treatile of Fire-Wofks, and 
the Art of Short- Hand Writing—The Whole completely illuf- 
trated by at lead Forty Copper-plate Engravings, . forming 
Two handfomc Volumes in Oftavo. Price il. is. in boards ; 
or in Eight Numbers, at 28. 6d. each, 
. 84. REFLECTIONS ON MEN AND THINGS. 
Tranflated from a French Manufcript of the late J. G. Zi m- 
KERMAN, Author of SoUtude, &c, &c. 8vo* price 55. 

*"*"*'• \5. An 
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85. Ah interefting NARRATIVE of the TRAVELS of 
JAMES BRUCE, Esq. into ABYSSINIA, to difc<|ver the 
Source of the Nile. Abridged from the Original Work, by 
Samuel Sbaw, Efq. Fourth edition,^ with copper plates, price 

. 5s. in boards. 

Notwithftanding the utility and pleafure that may be deriv« 
ed from Mr. Bruce's Travels, yet that work, occupying five 
large volumes in quarto, and bein^ fold for five guineas, but few 
individuals can aCord to purchafe it. In order, therefore, that 
the generality of readers might not be debarred from the perufal 
of a work fraught wiih fo much entertaining and interefting 
information, I have been induced to write this narrative, 
c;ttra6ted from thofe celebrated travels; and I flatter myfelf 
that, on a fair and candid perufal, I ihall appear to have 
brought into the compafs^of a fingle volume every thing wor- 
thy the reader's attention that is to be met with in the original 
wprk. ' , 

86. The NEW FARMER'S CALENDAR; or, Month- 
LT Remembrancer for all Kinds op Count&y Busi- 
ness s: comprehending all the material Improvements in the 
New Hufbandry, with the Management of Live Stock., Ib- 
fcribed to the Farmers of Great Britdn. By a Farmer and 
Preeder. 

contents. 

Calendar, pointing out the Bufinefs Woods and Plantations. 

of every Month in the Year, as it Tillage and Fallowing. 

regards preparing the Land, Sow- The Drill Holbandiy, 

jng and Harvefting the various Dibbling.- 

Crops, and the Management ' of Seed. 

C^attle. Blights* 

Htrt'^S ^^^ Stocking Farms. Courfe of Crops. 

5o\ls and Manures. ' Cattle Crops. 

THe Tmplemems of Hufi>andry« Winter Prefervation of Roots, &c. 

praini^g:* Meadow and Pafture. 

Fencing- Live Stock, Breeding and Improve- 
0^^ Farta Yard, its Form and Ma- ment. 

nagcnjcnt. Horfes, Neat Cattle, Sheep, Swine, 
VertDiii* Rabbits, Poultry, &c. 

JnigSLtion and Warping. 

In One large Volume, 8vo, price 9s. in boards* 

g^. THE MODERN LAND STEWARD; in which 
arc conficiered and explained the Functions and Duties of 
Stcwardibip, with their Relations to the Landlord, Tenant^ 
and the Public. By the Author of the New Farmer's Calendar. 

g8 THE PRACTICAL PLANTER,. by Walter Nicol, 
price 8s. in boards, 



